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MINUTES OF THE MEETING

OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 

Thursday, February 4, 1993

Chairman Bert H. Jones presiding.

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Perry Gisclair 
Joseph B. Cormier 
Jeff Schneider 
Pete Vujnovich 
Tee John Mialjevich

Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Jones called for a motion for approval of the January 
7, 1993, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Jenkins and seconded by Commissioner Vujnovich. The 
motion passed unanimously.

At this point. Chairman Jones introduced Commissioner Cormier 
who requested to speak to the audience and the Commission. 
Commissioner Cormier thanked everyone for a warm welcome received 
from the Commission and the Department. He further stated his 
philosophy to serve the State to the best of his ability, and said 
he would respect the perspective of the other Commission Members 
but would vote according to what is best for the State. He also 
recognized the importance of the environmental issues for 
recreational fishing and hunting activities and the commercial 
fishermen's need to make a fair living and his hope to balance the 
need of the two groups.

The December Aircraft Report was presented by Mr. Lee 
Caubarreaux. This report showed that four pilots flew a total of
64.0 hours for the month; mentioned that the Aero Commander was 
being listed on the report at the Commission's request; then stated 
the estimated cost of $9,667.02 and actual cost of $11,807.95 for 
these aircraft. Also included in the report was a breakdown of 
the flights that occurred during the month. Then Mr. Caubarreaux 
asked for questions from the Commission for himself or Mr. Gene 
Rackle, Chief Pilot. Chairman Jones mentioned that it should not 
be hard to compute the dollar trade-out value for the Aero 
Commander when used by the Department. Commissioner Jenkins asked, 
when figuring the cost for flying the planes, did it include 
salaries for flight personnel; if the flight personnel are included 
for their whole monthly cost or is it so much an hour for each 
plane; was the 210 airplane down for the month since there were no 
flights; and what was the stranded porpoise flight. Chairman Jones 
asked about the woodcock survey being performed from an airplane.
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Commissioner Mialjevich inquired if the National Marine Fisheries 
Service paid for looking at the porpoise or if there was a 
reciprocal agreement between the two? if a report was made, and 
then he requested seeing the results and findings. He then 
mentioned that the Department would be taking planes to see if sea 
gulls had broken legs and so forth and was curious of where this 
might lead to in the future.

Final Ratification of the Alligator Harvest Regulations was 
presented by Mr. Johnnie Tarver. Mr. Tarver stated that the 
Alligator Harvest and Farm Rules were originally drafted in July, 
were revisited in September, and then working groups met on August 
20 and September 20 to discuss these rules, resulting in an 
agreement. The industry has since made some more comments and 
these amendments to the original document are being suggested. The 
changes are in the wording to reflect more specifically what is 
being dealt with. The industry also has agreed upon the new 
amendments. Then, Mr. Tarver reminded the Commission that the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service must accept the document and requested 
adoption of the document by the Commission. Commissioner Schneider 
asked if a study on the survival rate between wild alligator 
hatchlings and the farm raised was still going on; and then asked 
if in another year there would be results from the study. 
Commissioner Jenkins moved to ratify the Alligator Regulations. 
Chairman Jones asked if the Enforcement Division had signed off on 
the document. Then Chairman Jones recognized Commissioner Jenkins 
motion for ratification. Commissioner Vujnovich seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously. Chairman Jones asked for 
public comments and heard none.

(The full text of the Rule is 
made a part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt a 
rule to amend the alligator regulations which govern the wild and 
farm alligator harvest. The alligator industry of Louisiana 
represents a renewable resource, valuable to the economy providing 
income to approximately 125 alligator farmers and in excess of
1,900 alligator hunters. The alligator farming program and the 
annual harvest of surplus wild and nuisance alligators is in 
keeping with wise wildlife management techniques based upon 
scientific research conducted by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

The regulations governing the alligator harvest program and 
the alligator farming program are attached and may be viewed at the
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Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, 
LA, phone: (504) 765-2812.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

Section 701. Alligator Regulations

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish 
regulations governing the harvest of wild populations of alligators 
and alligator eggs, raising and propagation of farmed alligators 
tanning of skins and regulations governing the selling of hides, 
alligator parts and farm raised alligators. The administrative 
responsibility for these alligator programs shall rest with the 
Department Secretary; the Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife; 
and the Fur and Refuge Division.

A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession, 
selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in 
the wild and in captivity. They are enacted to prevent depletion 
or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource. 
These regulations are based upon scientific study and population 
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify 
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international 
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not 
endangered but their similarity of appearance to endangered 
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize 
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain 
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules 
to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of 
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for 
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts; 
streamline necessary reporting requirements; and, establish a 
regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these 
regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this 
section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase 
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator (Alligator 
mississippiensisl .
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2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the 
Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on 
designated properties described as part of the permit. The permit 
will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the permittee and 
the landowner/land manager.

3. Alligator Farm (nongame quadruped) - An enclosed area, 
constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egress of alligators 
from surrounding public or private lands or waters and meeting 
other specifications and requirements set by the Department, where 
alligators are bred, propagated, or raised as a commercial 
enterprise under controlled conditions. "Alligator Farm" also 
includes alligator ranching wherein eggs are collected from the 
wild, and raised, pursuant to departmental license or permit.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises 
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free movement 
of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled area, or who 
collects and sells wild alligator eggs, and who may harvest 
alligators under the supervision of the Department. An alligator 
farmer must possess a valid nongame quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hide Tag - An official CITES serially numbered 
tag issued by the Department.

6. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or 
nonresident person who takes wild alligators. Resident hunters are 
divided into four classes:

(a) Commercial - Anyone who is licensed by the Department 
to take wild alligators after having filed application(s) approved 
by the Department which authorize the issuance of alligator hide 
tags to him.

(b) Helper - Anyone who is licensed by the Department to 
assist a commercial hunter during alligator harvest activities? 
alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a helper license holder.

(c) Sport - Anyone who is licensed by the Department and 
guided by a commercial hunter during alligator harvest activities? 
alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a sport license holder.

(d) Nuisance - A licensed alligator hunter who is 
contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to remove 
designated nuisance alligators and who can be assigned alligator 
hide tags by the Department.

7. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator, 
except the hide and includes the bony dorsum plates, if detached 
from the tagged alligator hide.
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8. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who 
deals in alligator parts other than hides and who:

(a) Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator 
hunter, another parts dealer, or an alligator farmer for the 
purpose of resale; or

(b) Manufactures within the state non-edible alligator 
parts into a finished product; or

(c) Purchases unprocessed alligator meat or processes 
alligator meat for wholesale or retail sale.

9. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person who 
purchases for retail sale finished alligator parts made from parts 
other than hides.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered green label 
issued by the Department required on each shipment of alligators 
being transported out of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in the 
state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months 
immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any license 
and who has manifested his intent to remain in this state by 
establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as demonstrated with 
all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in 
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, 
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that vehicle.

(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state 
income tax return and has complied with state income tax laws and 
regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident 
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized under and 
subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to which the principal 
place of business and more than fifty percent of the officers, 
partners, or employees are domiciled in Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year not 
specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission.
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14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting 
passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police 
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order if 
the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of without 
judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator, 
fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human 
consumption; or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or other 
aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by 
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee 
during alligator egg collection.

19. Dressing, Dressed Skins or Dressed Furs - (See 
"Tanning”).

20. Finished Alligator Part - Any non-edible alligator part 
that has been completely processed from parts other than hides 
for retail sale.

21. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for 
the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw furs 
or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters, alligator farmers, 
fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another fur buyer or 
fur dealer within the confines of the state or to a nonresident fur 
dealer licensed by the State of Louisiana in interstate commerce, 
or who acts as an agent of another fur buyer or fur dealer in this 
state in such purchase or sale. Fur buyers are divided into two 
classes, resident and nonresident. Resident fur buyers are those 
who are bona fide residents of this state. All others are 
nonresident fur buyers.

22. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds 
for the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw 
furs and skins and who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or 
alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and ships or 
exports from this state, either directly or indirectly, the raw 
furs and skins so bought; or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports 
from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or
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(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator 
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw furs and 
skins for manufacturing into a finished product in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished 
product in this state, buying directly from a fur trapper, 
alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, or fur dealer; or

(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the 
purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are divided into two 
classes, resident and nonresident. Resident fur dealers are those 
who are bona fide residents of this state. All others are 
nonresident fur dealers.

(f) Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning 
process into finished or partially finished leather and/or converts 
raw (green or dried) fur pelts into dressed furs ready for 
manufacturing.

23. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less 
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

24. Hide - (See "Pelt").

25. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or 
pole for the purpose of taking alligators.

26. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.

27. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary 
purpose of incubating alligator eggs.

28. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the 
landowner.

29. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department 
has designated as alligator habitat.

30. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of 
an effective license duly issued under the authority of the 
Department.

31. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes, 
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters, raccoons, 
red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds valuable for their 
furs or skins.

32. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to 
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling nongame 
quadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.
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33. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed 
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame 
quadrupeds.

34. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident 
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

35. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator 
that poses a threat to human life or property.

36. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild alligators or 
their eggs may be lawfully taken.

37. Out-of-State Shipping Seal - A special locking device or 
seal supplied by the Department and placed on or across a shipping 
container by Department personnel prior to shipping out-of-state.

38. Out-Of-State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered 
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on each 
shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

39. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division 
of a subsection.

40. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.

41. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in 
such a manner as to render it marketable.

42. Person - Includes any individual person, association, 
corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by law.

43. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den 
with a hook pole or snagging device of any type and includes using 
such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den prior to 
taking.

44. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in 
possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or holding 
as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for another.

45. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting 
products) that has been removed from a legally taken alligator and 
for commercial purposes converted into a finished alligator part, 
or meat prepared and packaged for retail sale.

46. Propagation - The holding of live alligators for 
production of offspring.

47. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled 
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.
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48. Rearing - (See •'Raising”) .
49. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

50. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries.

51. Skin - (See "Pelt").

52. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of 
hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, shooting, 
hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or device.

53. Tanning - The conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts 
into an intermediate or finished form and includes the following: 
crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator leather, glazing 
alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, shearing fur pelts, and 
dyeing fur pelts, and includes the dressing of skins and furs.

54. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping, 
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment, 
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, or 
water, or by any means whatsoever.

55. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

56. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained, 
and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing and 
harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other aquatic life 
under controlled conditions to afford maximum public hunting and 
fishing opportunity.

57. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by the 
Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals are 
protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be conducted 
by the Department.

C. General Rules.

1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, alligator parts, or goods 
manufactured from alligators, except as provided in these 
regulations and LA. R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator hide, alligator egg, or alligator 
part taken or possessed in violation of these regulations shall 
constitute a separate offense.

3. Alligators or hides of alligators harvested in Louisiana 
shall be tagged in accordance with provisions as prescribed in Sec. 
F, paragraph 5 of these regulations and deviation from those
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requirements shall be a violation and subject hides to 
confiscation. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. It is legal for a hunter to 
retrieve a shot alligator with a hook pole or to retrieve with a 
hook pole an alligator taken on a hook and line. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his person one or more 
current alligator hide tags issued for the property on which he is 
hunting; and if participating in a joint hunting operation at least 
one licensed hunter needs to possess current hide tags issued for 
the property on which they are hunting among a group of licensed 
hunters who are physically present in.the same location. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking 
device for any purpose without first dispatching the alligator. 
After the alligator is removed from the taking device the hide tag 
shall be properly attached immediately upon possession. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Taking or collection of any wild alligator illegally is 
strictly prohibited. Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation 
for each alligator taken as described in Title 56. All alligators 
taken in violation of this part shall be confiscated and in 
addition to all other penalties provided herein, all alligator 
licenses of any type held by the offender(s) shall be revoked for 
a period of three (3) calendar years. If violation(s) of this part 
involves a farm operation, no alligators shall be raised or 
propagated on the offender's facilities for a period of three (3) 
calendar years. Any live alligator(s) confiscated pertinent to any 
violation of this part must be returned to the wild when 
appropriate. Selection of the release site and time of year of the 
release shall be accomplished only after consultation with and in 
agreement with biological staff of Fur and Refuge Division.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited 
except where special scientific permits have been obtained in 
advance from the Department which specify all such shipments. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without 
prior written approval of the Department is strictly prohibited. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of 
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored 
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior written
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Department approval. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of 
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used for 
Department sponsored scientific studies with an accompanying 
authorization signed by the Secretary. The transfer of ownership 
of live alligators out of their natural range for commercial 
purposes is strictly prohibited. However, this part does not 
prohibit a licensed Louisiana alligator farm from raising 
alligators of Louisiana origin in a non-range state provided the 
non-range farm is in complete compliance with all applicable 
state(s) and federal regulations. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on 
each alligator hide taken from within the state, payable to the 
state through the Department by the alligator hunter or alligator 
farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of state, or by the 
dealer shipping skins or hides out of state or tanning alligator 
skins in Louisiana. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

13. An alligator hunter or alligator farmer may give alligator 
parts to anyone for personal use. Any part of an alligator shall 
have affixed thereto the name, address, date, hide tag number, and 
the license number of the person donating the alligator part(s). 
This information shall be legibly written in pen or pencil on any 
piece of paper or cardboard or any material which is attached to 
the part(s) or to the container enclosing the part or parts. This 
information must remain affixed until the part(s) has been stored 
at the domicile of the possessor. Violation of this part is a class 
2 violation as described in Title 56.

14. A. R.S. 56:280, passed in the regular session of the 1992 
Louisiana Legislature established a state policy which protects 
white or albino alligators and except under department permit 
prohibits the taking of white or albino alligators from the wild.

B. Conditions under which any alligator that is white or 
albino may be taken from the wild and under official department 
permit include:

1. Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching 
operators may capture live and unharmed a white or albino alligator 
for its own protection. All such instances of possession shall be 
reported immediately to the Department.

2. Any white or albino alligator hatchling produced from 
wild collected eggs authorized by a Department Alligator Egg 
Collection Permit will remain in the possession of such licensed 
operators. Any white or albino hatchling must be reported
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immediately upon hatching to the Department on a standard activity 
report form.

3. Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any 
alligator that is white or albino by hook and line shall 
immediately report its presence and location to the Department. 
Department personnel of the Fur & Refuge Division will on a case 
by case basis determine the disposition of any such white or albino 
alligator which is unintentionally hooked.

C. Any white or albino hatchling produced from a licensed 
breeding pen will remain in the possession of such licensed 
operators but must be reported immediately upon hatching to the 
Department on a standard activity report.

D. It shall be a violation if any person intentionally takes 
from the wild any alligator that is white or albino by any means.

E. Violation of R.S. 56:280 shall subject the violator to a 
fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment for not 
less than six months or more than 12 months, or both.

15. Alligator meat and parts may be shipped in containers that 
are sealed and the parts identified to the CITIES tag of origin. 
A fully executed alligator hunter, farmer, or parts dealer 
Alligator Parts Sale or Transaction form shall meet the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service parts identification requirements, provided 
such form(s) is/are prominently attached to the outside of each 
shipping container. Alligator meat/parts shipped to another state 
must meet applicable state/federal requirements of the receiving 
state. Alligator meat/parts exported from the United States must 
meet the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well 
as those of the receiving country. Alligator skulls being exported 
shall carry a "tag" containing the CITIES tag number and the 
hunter's name and license number. The skull must also be 
physically marked with the number of the original CITIES tag used 
for the hide of the individual alligator. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.
1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized 

by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of Title 
56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license? 
including commercial, helper, sport, and nuisance types.

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license?

12



(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license?

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500 
deposit required);

(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000 
deposit required)?

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license?

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license?
(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license;

(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license?

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag?

(l) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as 
alligator shipping label fee?

(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken 
from within the state?

(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.
All license types prescribed above except nongame quadruped 

exhibitor and breeder ■ expire annually on June 30. Nongame 
quadruped exhibitor and breeder licenses expire annually on 
December 31.

2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild 
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild 
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an alligator 
hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in possession a 
valid alligator hunter license to take or sell alligators, their 
skins, or parts. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

3. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligators or alligator skins unless he has acquired a resident or 
nonresident fur buyer's license. No resident or nonresident fur 
buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or alligator skins out of state. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligator or alligator skins or shipping alligator skins out of 
state or tanning alligator skins within the state unless he has 
acquired a resident or nonresident fur dealers license. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation.
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5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or 
exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses 
a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor license. Violation of this 
part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding, 
collecting and selling alligator eggs from the wild, propagating, 
exhibiting and selling alligators alive or selling their parts, and 
killing and transporting them and selling their skins and carcasses 
unless he or she has acquired and possesses a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder license and complies with Subsections N and 0 of 
these regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and 
selling unprocessed alligator parts unless he has acquired and 
possesses a valid alligator parts dealer license. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Each retailer purchasing for retail sale, finished 
alligator parts made from parts other than hides, shall secure from 
the department an alligator parts retailer license prior to 
commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild 
nests unless he has acquired and possesses a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated Agent Collection 
Permit and also has in his possession a valid alligator egg 
collection permit. Egg collection permits will only be issued to 
those persons who demonstrate competency in egg collection and 
handling, have necessary equipment accessible and comply with all 
Department requirements as described in Subsection N of these 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the 
state without first applying for and receiving an alligator 
shipping label which shall be affixed to each shipment of 
alligators and is properly completed and validated by Department 
personnel. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or 
transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is 
liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply for an 
official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the shipment 
and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame 
quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator parts
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dealer license must comply with the receiving state/country 
requirements and with federal licensing, tagging and permit 
requirements to engage in interstate and international commerce 
involving alligators, alligator hides, alligator parts and fully 
manufactured alligator hide products. Violation of this part is 
a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

E. Wild Harvest Methods.

1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook and 
line, and other legal capture devices which may be used, only 
during daylight hours, between official sunrise and official 
sunset. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described 
in Title 56.

2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken 
during the general open season.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as 
follows:

(a) Hook and line;
(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow; and
(c) Firearms.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least 
3 00-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of the 
arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook or head 
until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the line must be 
attached to a stationary or floating object capable of maintaining 
the line above water when an alligator is attached. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and 
remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be cut 
loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting larger 
alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when an alligator 
hunter's quota is reached. In the event an alligator is hooked and 
the hunter's quota has been reached the hunter must release the 
alligator in the most humane method possible. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours 
prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later than 
sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for 
privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent

15



publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to 
privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land when 
the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured on a legal 
taking device that is anchored to privately-owned land or held by 
a person on privately-owned land may be dispatched from a floating 
craft on public water. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned 
areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft on 
public water for which the tags are issued.

F. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to 
properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame quadruped breeders.

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application 
to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. Applications 
for alligator tag allotments will be taken annually beginning 
August l and ending 10 days after the season opens. Tags will not 
be issued after the 10th day following the season opening date.

(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land 
managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by the 
Department. Landowners, land managers, or their hunters shall 
certify total acreage owned or represented on a form prescribed by 
the Department at the time of application. The location and 
acreage of the property must be provided which includes parish, 
township, range and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized 
document from the landowner verifying their selection to represent 
that landowner and the total acreage represented to obtain hide 
tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by 
the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator hide tags 
shall only be issued in the name of the license holder and are 
nontransferable. A refund will be issued for all unused alligator 
tags which are returned within 15 days following the close of the 
season.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request and receipt of payment to 
the Department at any time at least two weeks prior to scheduled 
harvesting, subject to verification of available stock by 
Department personnel. A refund will be issued for all unused 
alligator tags returned to the Department within 15 days following 
the last day of the year that issued tags are valid.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out 
of season, or at night, or on property other than that for which
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hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and alligators in 
possession shall be confiscated and the violator's alligator 
hunting license shall be revoked. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. A hide tag shall be properly attached and locked using the 
tag's locking device in the alligator's tail immediately upon 
possession by an alligator hunter. Alligator farmers, fur buyers 
and fur dealers may wait until farm raised alligators are skinned 
prior to tagging, but under no circumstances can the tag be 
attached using the locking device more than 48 hours after 
dispatching the alligator. Live or dead farm raised alligators may 
be transported with their accompanying tags from a licensed 
alligator farm to a licensed processing facility, however each 
shipment shall be accompanied with the exact number of alligator 
hide tags. In the event that an alligator tag contains a factory 
defect rendering it unusable for the purpose intended or becomes 
detached from an alligator or hide, the tag must be reattached to 
the tail of the alligator/hide. The Department will be responsible 
for the replacement of reattached tags prior to shipping out-of- 
state or prior to tanning within the state. It shall be unlawful 
to tag or attempt to tag an alligator with a tag that has been 
locked prior to the taking. Locked tags may be replaced upon 
request at the discretion of the Department. The alteration of 
hide tags is strictly prohibited and will result in the 
confiscation of all tags and alligators/hides and the revocation 
of the violator's alligator hunting license. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 
when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 
procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or 
alligator hide by the Buyer/Dealer, they shall notify the 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge Division within 
24 hours and the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries will place a 
state tagging device on the alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 
hide by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, such 
personnel shall place a state tagging device on the alligator or 
alligator hide.

(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will 
remain in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following the 
placement of the State tagging device until such time as the hide 
tag is located or until December 31st of that year, whichever comes 
first. Upon presentation of the missing hide tag and the 
corresponding Buyer/Dealer record which documents a match between 
the tag number and the alligator/hide being held, and if the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that such tag
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number has not been previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries shall attach a replacement alligator hide tag.

(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide 
tag following the placement of the State tagging device by the end 
of the allotted time period but is able to identify the tag number 
on a Department of Wildlife & Fisheries issued or approved 
Buyer/Dealer record which documents a match between the tag number 
and the skin being held, and if the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries then confirms that subject tag number has not been 
previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries may, in 
its discretion, issue a replacement alligator hide tag.

(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the 
correct hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end of the 
allotted time period shall constitute a violation of this part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator 
or alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described above shall 
constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Quotas.

1. Open seasons are as follows:

(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the 
wild may be established annually by the Commission at their regular 
July meeting. The Secretary shall be authorized to close, extend, 
delay, or reopen the season as biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators 
at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time 
following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from 
the wild shall be from May 15 through September 1 of each calendar 
year. Violation of this subpart is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

2. The open areas are as follows:

(a) For the general open season, those areas designated 
by the biological staff of the Department as alligator habitat and 
which can sustain an alligator harvest.

(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for 
an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest will be
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controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as determined by 
Department personnel. Applicants for public lake hunting must be 
16 years of age or older. Applications must be received at least 
10 days prior to the season opening date. A public drawing will 
be held to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags 
for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag quota for 
each lake and hunter will be established by the biological staff 
of the Department. Alligator tags issued on public lakes and lands 
are nontransferable.

(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be 
taken only under provisions as prescribed by the Department.

(d) The open alligator egg collection season shall be 
those areas designated by the biological staff of the Department 
as alligator habitat which can sustain an egg collection harvest 
and egg quotas will be determined by Department biologists.

3. The daily and season quota is equal to the number of valid 
alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter possesses. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3) 
alligators during the open season. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department 
personnel based on biological data. Alligator hide tag allotments 
will be established prior to issuance of alligator hunting 
licenses.

H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in 
Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached in the tail 
using the locking device as prescribed in Section F, paragraph 5. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels 
from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that have 
died and may hold those alligators in freezers until receipt of the 
requested hide tags or shipping labels. These alligators may be 
held in freezers for a maximum of 60 days prior to disposal. All 
alligators 24 inches and greater in length that die may be skinned 
and tagged with an alligator hide tag within 48 hours of death. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer may
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possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or salted hide 
of an alligator at any time, provided that legally documented 
tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may be possessed 
without license while in transit, or during processing for tanning 
or taxidermy. However, properly tagged and documented alligators 
or hides may be stored at any location at the owner’s discretion. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess live alligators 
at any time other than by a permit issued by the Department upon 
request for use in displays and educational purposes, and by 
holders of valid Department issued permits for scientific purposes. 
Live, farm raised alligators and their accompanying alligator hide 
tags may be held for processing by a properly licensed alligator 
skinning facility without a license or permit. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess alligator eggs 
at any time other than Department permitted Designated Collection 
Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator farmer during 
wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid Department issued 
permit for scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Any alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by 
the Department shall be returned to the wild under Departmental 
supervision following completion of the research project. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.

I. Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.
1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of 

alligators, may be brought into the state only if the alligators, 
alligator hides or parts of alligators were lawfully taken in 
another state or country and the person, firm or corporation 
bringing the alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or 
alligator parts into the state has obtained written permission from 
the Department. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts 
of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported, or 
brought into the state from another state shall be accompanied by 
documented evidence that they were lawfully taken. Documented 
evidence shall consist of, but not be limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing the 
taking of alligators and tags or other identification required by
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the state or country of origin shall be firmly attached to the 
alligator, alligator hide, or parts of alligators? and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any 
package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or alligator 
parts that specifies type of contents, indicates quantity 
contained, and lists applicable license or permit numbers.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides, alligator eggs, 
and alligator parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may not purchase 
alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a Louisiana licensed alligator hunter, 
licensed alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, or another fur 
buyer.

(c) A licensed fur dealer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, fur buyer or another fur dealer.

(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase live 
alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer (with a 
Department approved Alligator Transfer Authorization Permit) or the 
Department.

(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only 
from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager (with an 
approved Department alligator egg collection permit), or the 
Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase 
alligator parts from a licensed alligator hunter, alligator farmer, 
another alligator parts dealer, or the Department.

(g) A licensed alligator parts retailer may purchase 
finished alligator parts for retail sales.

4. Sales of alligators, alligator eggs, and alligator parts 
are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators, 
alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee during 
the general open season to anyone who may legally purchase.

(b) A licensed alligator farmer may sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to anyone who
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may legally purchase. The sale of alligator eggs or live 
alligators shall only occur following the issuance of a Transfer 
Authorization Permit. Application for the permit shall be made at 
least 2 weeks prior to the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to a fur dealer or another fur buyer within the 
confines of the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator 
parts, other than hides, to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parts retailer may sell finished 
alligator parts to anyone.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides, 
and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out of 
state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers, fur 
dealers and alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection K of 
these regulations (relating to Report Requirements) provided that 
no live alligators or eggs originating in Louisiana may be exported 
outside of their natural range without specific Department 
authorization and the concurrence of the United States Fish and 
wildlife Service, to be used only for scientific purposes. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator 
eggs, or live alligators. Violation of this part is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.

J. Nuisance Alligator Control.
1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the 

Department with proper screening by enforcement personnel in the 
region of appointment. Selection may be based upon recommendations 
received from the local governing body. Applicants with prior 
alligator hunting violations will be rejected.

2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator 
hunter license and are bound by all laws, rules and regulations 
governing alligator hunting with the exception that nuisance 
alligators may be taken at anytime.

3. Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by 
Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.

4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters. 
Nuisance alligator hunters will attempt to catch nuisance
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alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected by the 
Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator captured 
alive to be sold or otherwise disposed of on an alligator farm. 
Alligators and alligator parts taken under these provisions may be 
retained and sold by the nuisance alligator hunter as any other 
legally taken wild alligator or alligator part. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means 
prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with Departmental 
instructions may result in immediate termination of the 
individual's participation in the nuisance alligator program. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.

K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by or approved by the Department must 
be completed and filed with the Department by all persons who have 
been issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's license, fur 
dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's license, nongame 
quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts dealer's license, or 
alligator egg collection permit in accordance with this Subsection. 
Reports shall include but not be limited to the information 
specified in this Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form 
furnished by or approved by the Department at the time of each 
alligator part transaction. These forms shall be submitted to the 
Department at the end of the calendar year.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms shall be 
submitted to the Department within 15 days following the close of 
the season. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department 
within 15 days following the close of the season. Tag fees will 
only be reimbursed during this specific time period.

(d) The Department must be notified of any trophy skins 
not sold to commercial buyers or dealers within 30 days following 
the close of the season, on official forms provided by or approved 
by the Department.

(e) Each licensed alligator hunter selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that person with 
a bill of sale for each transaction.
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(f) All records of commercial transactions involving 
alligator parts by alligator hunters shall be available for 
inspection by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same 
report requirements as a commercial alligator hunter and complete 
any other reports required by the Department. Violation of this 
requirement shall result in immediate termination of nuisance 
alligator hunter status. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction 
form, furnished by or approved by the Department at the time of 
each alligator parts transaction. These forms shall be submitted 
to the Department along with the annual report. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department, for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms shall 
be submitted to the Department within 15 days following the last 
day of the year that issued tags are valid. Lost or stolen tags 
will not be replaced. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the 
Department within 15 days following the last day of the year that 
issued tags are valid. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

(d) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later 
than December 1, on an official form provided by the Department, 
all activities that have occurred on the farm for the past year 
including but not limited to the number of live alligators as of 
that date, separated by sizes, the number of eggs collected and 
hatched, the purchase and sale of alligators, hides, and parts for 
the past year and the numbers of alligators lost. Failure to 
complete this form properly and completely will result in 
nonrenewal of the nongame quadruped breeder's license. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(e) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that person with 
a bill of sale for each transaction. Violation of this part is a 
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
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(f) Each alligator farmer collecting alligator eggs, 
hatching alligator eggs, selling alligators for processing, or 
selling alligator skins shall submit completed forms as provided 
by the Department within 10 days following completion of the 
activity. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

5. Fur buyers, fur dealers, alligator farmers and alligator 
hunters engaged in the business of buying and/or selling whole 
alligators or alligator hides must keep within the state a complete 
record on forms provided by or approved by the Department, all 
purchases and sales of whole alligators or alligator hides as 
described in Title 56, and;

(a) Every fur buyer, fur dealer, alligator farmer or 
alligator hunter having undressed alligator hides in his possession 
shall file with the Department within 60 days of purchase or within 
60 days of tagging or prior to shipping out of state or prior to 
tanning skins in Louisiana, whichever occurs first, a complete 
report, on forms provided by or approved by the Department, a 
detailed description of alligator hides to be shipped or tanned. 
At the time of shipment or prior to tanning, Department personnel 
will inspect hides and replace any broken or reattached tags. 
Department personnel will issue the appropriate number of yellow 
shipping tags, one for each shipment. At that time, Department 
personnel will affix a seal/or locking device to each container and 
if container is reopened by anyone other than Department personnel 
or Federal personnel this action will be considered illegal. In 
conjunction with the inspection and prior to Department issuance 
of shipping tag(s) and seal(s) or locking device(s), Department 
personnel must collect:

(1) All completed buyer/dealer records for skins in
each shipment.

(2) Shipping manifest including each skin in
shipment.

(3) Stub portion of yellow shipping tag completely
filled-out.

(4) Severance tax owed by alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer or fur dealer.

If any of the above requirements are not satisfied, the 
shipment will not be authorized.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling 
alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator hides
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purchased inside and outside the state as described in Title 56. 
Fur dealers in the business of tanning alligator hides must provide 
a monthly report, on forms provided by or approved by the 
Department, of all alligator hides being held in inventory. 
Failure to maintain complete records and to pay the required 
severance tax subjects any dealer to the full penalties provided 
and the immediate revocation of his license by the Department. No 
license shall be issued to a dealer who has not paid the tax for 
the preceding year. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers acquiring alligator parts, shall 
complete an official alligator parts purchase form at the time of 
each purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator parts, 
shall complete an official alligator parts sale form at the time 
of each sale. These forms shall be furnished by or approved by the 
Department and shall be submitted to the Department annually, no 
later than June 30, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale 
to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator 
parts shall be available for inspection by the Department and shall 
be maintained complete for a period of one year following any 
transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

8. Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator 
parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each purchase for a period 
of six months after such purchase and these records shall be 
available for inspection by the Department. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
L. Alligator Meat.

1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be 
sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of Louisiana and sold 
for human consumption must be processed in a licensed facility 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals and 
the facility must display a valid permit issued by that agency. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.
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3. All processed alligator meat for sale must be packaged in 
suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator 
meat, marked with a valid Department license number and comply with 
all state and federal packaging and labeling requirements. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered 
for sale must meet all of Louisiana's health, processing, packaging 
and labeling requirements. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

M. Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts 
of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for proper 
management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs, 
or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific 
institution or other institutions that the Department deems have 
need for such alligators, however these institutions cannot sell 
or barter these animals which must be returned to the Department 
at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by 
the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated alligator eggs or live alligators may be sold 
or may be cared for by the Department and released in suitable 
alligator habitat when and where they can survive when appropriate. 
All costs incurred by the Department in the maintenance of these 
eggs and animals in captivity shall be the responsibility of the 
offender and restitution shall be made to the Department. The 
Department may consign confiscated alligators to a licensed farm 
for raising purposes and may compensate the farmer for his expenses 
by transferring ownership to him of a percentage of the confiscated 
alligators; not to exceed 50%.

N. Alligator Egg Collection.
1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit 

between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager who 
owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by Department 
biologists to be capable of producing alligator eggs. The numbers 
of eggs to be collected will be based upon biological management 
criteria and will be determined annually by technical staff of the 
Department. The Department only estimates the numbers of eggs 
available and assumes no responsibility or offers no guarantee that 
those numbers of eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection 
permits may be obtained upon application to the Department on forms 
provided by the Department. The annual deadline for submitting
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applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits is June 1. This 
program is experimental and may be changed at any time based on 
biological data to insure for proper management of the wild 
alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the 
Department provided;

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer and 
meets all applicable requirements in Subsection o of these 
regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements).

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg 
collection permit has been presented to the Department.

(c) Department biologists determine the properties 
described on the permit application are indeed alligator nesting 
habitat and can sustain alligator egg collections.

(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary 
signatures from landowners/land managers.

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted 
Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties other 
than those described in the alligator egg collection permit. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the 
act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess on his 
or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator egg collection 
permit. The designated collection agent must also possess a valid 
designated collection agent permit.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in
Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after 
contacting the appropriate regional supervisor of the Enforcement 
Division no less than 24 hours prior to each collection trip.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from 
official sunrise to official sunset and only during the established 
alligator egg collection season and shall not exceed the number on 
his Alligator Egg Collection Permit. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected 
and transported in a manner which insures the greatest survival of
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viable eggs as determined by Department biologists. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Failure to hatch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs 
collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of Louisiana's 
natural resources. All alligator egg collection permits shall be 
revoked and no new permits issued should an alligator farmer be 
found to waste the resources of this state for two consecutive 
years.

9. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no 
new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average a 
minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive years.

10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner 
are responsible for the return of the percentage of live alligators 
to the wild described on the alligator egg collection permit. This 
requirement is nontransferable. Minimum return rates will be based 
upon the state average hatching success which is 78%. Each 
alligator shall be returned to the original egg collection area 
within a maximum time of two (2) years from date of hatching. Each 
alligator shall be a minimum of 36” and a maximum of 60" (credit 
will not be given for inches above 60”) in size and the returned 
sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The alligator egg 
collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and must 
compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs for 
Department authorized return to the wild alligators; while being 
processed, stored, or transported. The Department shall be 
responsible for supervising the required return of these 
alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is not 
required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered to 
the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being processed 
for wild release. Releases back to the wild will only occur 
between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar year provided 
that environmental conditions as determined by the Department are 
favorable for survival of the released alligators. Should an 
alligator egg collection permittee be unable to release the 
required number of alligators to the wild from his own stock, he 
shall be required to purchase additional alligators from another 
farmer to meet compliance with the alligator egg collection permit 
and these regulations, as supervised by the Department. Department 
sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving survivability 
and return rates are exempt from these requirements during the 
period of the study. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

11. The percentage of alligators to be returned to the wild 
shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators of that 
year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not acceptable for 
release into the wild. It is unlawful for alligators that are to 
be returned to the wild to be transported out of state. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.
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O. Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.

1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's 
or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their premises 
shall show compliance of the following minimum facilities as 
applicable to their particular operation during a required facility 
examination by Department personnel prior to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent 
escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators from outside 
the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate 
to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and facilities. 
This requirement shall be determined by Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within 
the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators to be 
housed on the premises. This requirement will be determined by 
Department personnel.

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through 
adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled- temperature 
environment of a design acceptable to the Department.

(e) All control1ed-temperature alligator sheds 
(environmental chambers) shall be of a design acceptable to the 
Department. Each shed shall maintain a minimum water and air 
temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. Minimum space requirements 
for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for 
each alligator less than 24" in length.

(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required 
for each alligator measuring 25" to 48" in length.

(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be 
required for each additional 6 inches of alligator length for 
alligators above four feet in length.

(f) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design 
acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall maintain a 
water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees fahrenheit during the 
egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and 
regulations pertaining to zoning, construction, health and 
environmental standards and must possess any and all applicable 
permits and licenses.
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(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in a 
suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

2. Following initial issuance of applicable license, all 
applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and Department 
personnel have the authority to inspect any and all of the 
facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the requirements 
shall be a violation of these rules and violators will be given 60 
days to correct the problem. Failure to comply shall result in 
confiscation of all animals and/or closure of all facilities. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title

3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an 
alligator- nest should house these eggs in an incubator providing 
constant temperature and humidity conditions. All incubators used 
to incubate alligator eggs shall be of a design to allow for 
maximum temperature control and conform to Department requirements 
to allow for the maximum hatching success. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers which 
maintain a minimum water and air temperature of 80 degrees 
fahrenheit year round and containing dry and wet areas of 
sufficient surface area to permit all alligators to partially 
submerge in water. All alligators 48” or less in length shall be 
housed in environmental chambers unless a special permit is issued 
by the Department to move them to outside growth areas. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for all 
alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet in 
length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 
sufficient for partial submersion or exit from water shall be 
provided for each group of alligators held. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject 
to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting and 
thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to 
be moved from a licensed premises without permitting/approval of 
the Department. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 
shall be cared for under conditions that do not threaten the 
survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the biological
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staff of the Fur & Refuge Division. In making such determination, 
Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take into consideration 
sanitary conditions, temperature control, feeding, overcrowding and 
other conditions which effect the survival of alligator eggs and 
alligators. If the biological staff of the Fur & Refuge Division 
determines that the survival of any alligator egg or alligator is 
threatened due to the conditions on an alligator farm, the 
Department shall notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the 
farmer with 60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails 
to take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall have 
the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or alligator which 
remains under conditions that threaten the survival of such 
alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of such alligator egg or 
alligator as the Department deems necessary. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

P. Exceptions.

1. The Department or an authorized representative of the 
Department may take by any means and possess alligators or parts 
of alligators while in the performance of official duties.

2. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing 
an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the lives 
of others. Alligators killed under this provision must be reported 
to the Department within 24 hours.

Q. Penalty for Violation.

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator 
trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
finds that public welfare imperatively requires emergency action 
when the provisions of these regulations are violated.

2. In addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators 
may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56 and under 
Federal law.

3. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules 
and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may 
result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all alligator 
licenses/permits held by the violator and, as further penalty, for 
serious, repeat, or multiple violations, the Department shall have 
the right to deny a violator any and all licenses/permits relating 
to alligators for a period not to exceed three (3) years.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115, 
259, 261, 262, 263 and 280.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 16:1070
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(December 1990), Amended L.R. 17:892 (September 1991), Amended L.R. 
19: (February 1993).

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Information on the Wild Louisiana Stamp Program was requested 
by Mr. Hugh Bateman to be removed from the agenda and added to the 
March agenda. As a note to this item, the Oversight Committee did 
approve the proposed Rule on the Wild Louisiana Stamp and Print 
Program.

A Notice of Intent for Black Bass Regulations on Caddo Lake 
and Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement was next discussed by Mr. 
Bennie Fontenot. The request was to drop the 14 inch minimum on 
Caddo Lake and institute a 14 to 17 inch slot, 10 daily take, with 
no more than 4 over 17 inches. Mr. Fontenot further mentioned the 
Notice of Intent for Toledo Bend was only to remove Caddo Lake from 
the reciprocal agreement. Chairman Jones asked the basic reasoning 
behind the change. Mr. Fontenot informed the Commission that Texas 
was in full agreement with changing the 14 inch minimum and putting 
a slot limit on Caddo Lake, but Texas' slot limit would be from 14 
to 18 inches with a 3 fish limit per day, whereas Louisiana was 
requesting a slot of 14 to 17 inches. Then Mr. Gary Tilyou gave 
a slide presentation to the Commission showing the reasons for what 
was being proposed. These reasons included the harvest of spotted 
bass; an effort to reduce the number of 10 inch and 12 inch 
largemouth bass through harvest, and try to increase the number of 
fish 14 inches and over.

Questions from Commissioner Jenkins included, what percent of 
Caddo Lake is in Texas and Louisiana? If, when sampling, the 
samples had only native bass and no Florida bass and if Texas is 
sampling Florida bass for the difference in the growth rates? Are 
there any Florida bass in Caddo Lake and why they do not show up 
in Louisiana's samples? Have the Florida bass' lack of moving far 
been found to be true in other lakes where they had been stocked. 
Chairman Jones inquired if there was a clearly defined line between 
Texas and Louisiana for enforcement purposes, and if a boat was 
fishing in a certain spot, can it be checked by enforcement 
personnel from Texas and Louisiana? Commissioner Mialjevich asked 
if what was being proposed was for the betterment of the majority 
of people in Louisiana, and then mentioned he had no problem with 
different regulations on the same lake. Chairman Jones asked for 
public comments and received none, then asked what action needed 
to be taken. Mr. Fontenot informed that the Notice of Intent for 
Toledo Bend, which would pull Caddo Lake out of these regulations, 
needed to be passed first, and then approval of the Notice of 
Intent for Caddo Lake. Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to 
accept the Notice of Intent for Toledo Bend and was seconded by 
Commissioner Mialjevich. This action passed unanimously. Then 
Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to accept the Notice of Intent
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for black bass regulations on Caddo Lake and was seconded by 
Commissioner Mialjevich. This action also passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal 
Agreement is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
advertises its intent to amend the joint Louisiana/Texas Toledo 
Bend and Caddo Lake Sportfishing Reciprocal Agreement.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

Section 110. Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

The daily creel limit, (daily take), for black bass 
(Microoterus spp. ) is set at eight fish and the minimum total 
length is set at 14 inches in Toledo Bend Reservoir. The 
possession limit shall be the same as the daily take on water and 
twice the daily take off water.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325(c), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 14:548 (August 
1988), Amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), Amended LR 17:1123 (November 
1991), Amended LR 19: .

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 
rule to Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division, 
Department of wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent for Caddo Lake is made 
a part of the record.)
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NOTICE OF INTENT

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
advertises its intent to adopt the following rule on black bass 
(Microoterus son.) in Caddo Lake located in Caddo Parish, 
Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

Section 167. Black Bass Regulations, Caddo Lake

Harvest regulations for black bass (Micropterus spp. ) on Caddo 
Lake located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana are as follows:

Size limit: 14 inch-17 inch slot

Daily take: 10 fish of which no more than 4 fish
may exceed 17 inches maximum total 
length.

Possession limit: On Water - Same as daily take.
Off Water - Twice the daily take.

A 14-17 inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or 
possess a black bass whose maximum total length is between 14 
inches and 17 inches, both measurements inclusive.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325 (C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 
rule to Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
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Final Ratification of special Bait Dealer's Permit was given 
by Mr. Brandt Savoie. The Notice of Intent was issued back in the 
fall, and Marine Fisheries has received no comments and no changes 
have been made to the original Notice of Intent. Commissioner 
Mialjevich asked if there was a limit discussed on the daily catch, 
if there was a limit on the number of times a vessel could go out 
a day, if there were ever any violations, if there was a limit on 
the number of licenses issued or the number of permits issued for 
a bait shop, do their sales records compensate for the number of 
permits they have, how many years has this program existed, and if 
there are any problems, can this issue be brought back before the 
Commission? Then Commissioner Mialjevich requested that the 
program be watched closely and that he be kept informed of any 
violations that may occur in the future. He asked if there was a 
tow time limit, and if other live fish that could be used for bait 
could be kept. Chairman Jones asked for public comments and 
received none, then asked Mr. Savoie to read the Therefore Be It 
Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Jenkins moved to 
adopt the Resolution, seconded by Commissioner Mialjevich and 
passed unopposed.

(The full text of the Resolution 
and Rule is made a part of the 
record.)

RESOLUTION

RULES FOR THE SPECIAL BAIT DEALERS PERMITS

WHEREAS, the Special Bait Dealers Program is undergoing 
significant changes in this state, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Legislature has authorized the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the rules for 
the Special Bait Dealers Program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the final rule for the 
Special Bait Dealers Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize and delegate to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
the authority to take any and all necessary steps on 
behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate 
these regulations and the final rule.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the complete contents of the final 
rule establishing regulations for the Special Bait 
Dealers Program is attached to and made part of this 
resolution.
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Bert H. Jones, Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950), and R. S. 56:497(C), the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the rules and 
regulations for a special bait dealer's permit which will allow the 
taking of live bait shrimp by qualified permit holders during the 
closed season between the spring and fall shrimp seasons.

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

Section 329. Special Bait Dealer's Permit

A. Policy

The special bait dealer's permit is intended solely for the 
benefit of the recreational fishing public which desires to use 
live shrimp as bait during the closed season between the spring and 
fall shrimp seasons. Its purpose is to allow the uninterrupted 
operation of those commercial establishments which sell live bait 
shrimp to the fishing public during the spring and fall shrimp 
season. The permit is not intended for the direct use of 
recreational fishermen, charter boats, commercial fishermen who 
sell dead shrimp, or for any other entity which may wish to catch 
shrimp for their own use during the closed season.

B. Application

1. Applications for the special bait dealer's permit will 
be accepted from January 1 through April 30 of each year. All 
applications should be mailed to the department via certified mail.

2. Applications will be accepted only from the owner of an 
existing business which sells or plans to sell live bait to 
recreational fishermen.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
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3. Applications must be made on forms provided by the 
department; all information requested must be provided before the 
application will be processed.

4. Applicants must show proof of having acquired all 
necessary licenses and permits before the permit will be issued. 
This includes, if relevant, boat registration, vessel license, gear 
license, commercial fishing licenses, and name of fisherman; 
wholesale/retail dealers license, state sales tax number, and a 
copy of the applicant's and the fisherman's valid drivers license. 
A background check for wildlife violations of the applicant and the 
fisherman will be made. Conviction of any Class II or greater 
wildlife violation may be grounds for denial of application.

5. Applicant must post a $1,000 cash bond or surety bond 
before the permit is issued. If using a surety bond, these bonds 
must be issued through a bonding company or an insurance company. 
This bond will be forfeited if the permittee, his employee, or his 
contractor violates any provision of the rules and regulations 
concerning the special bait dealer's permit or if the permittee, 
his employee, or his contractor violates any commercial fishing law 
or regulation while operating under the permit. Property bonds are 
not acceptable.

6. Before the permit is issued an agent of the department 
must inspect the facilities of the applicant and verify that the 
applicant is operating a commercial establishment which sells live 
shrimp to the fishing public for use as bait, and that the 
applicant does have facilities to maintain live shrimp. Notice to 
the public must be posted that live bait shrimp are available for 
sale. The applicant must have onshore facilities, including tanks 
with a minimum capacity of 500 gallons, available to hold live 
shrimp. These tanks must have provisions for aeration and/or 
circulation of the water in which live shrimp are held prior to 
sale. In determining total tank capacity of onshore facilities, 
the agent shall not count any tank with a capacity of less than 50 
gallons.

7. Only the applicant, his designated employee, or his 
contractor may operate under the permit. If the applicant has a 
contract with another party who will supply live bait shrimp to 
him, he must provide the department written evidence of the 
agreement. At the time of application, the applicant will specify 
who will be working under the permit. Should these persons change, 
the applicant will notify the department in the manner specified 
by the permit before the new vessel or persons operate under the 
permit. The permit is not transferrable to any other person or 
vessel without previous notification to the department in the 
manner specified by the permit. The entire original permit must 
be carried on the vessel while in operation.
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8. Vessel operations under this permit shall be limited to 
areas specified by the permittee as stipulated in his application.

C. Operations

1. Only the vessel listed in the permit can be used with the 
permit. Live wells, aeration tanks, and other vessel facilities 
to maintain live shrimp must be carried on or built into this 
vessel; it must be used for both taking and transporting the live 
shrimp. The vessel must have a minimum of one compartment or tank 
with a capacity of 50 gallons. No other vessel may be used under 
the permit. Signs which identify the vessel as working under the 
special bait dealer's permit shall be posted on the vessel. These 
signs shall be visible from either side of the vessel and from the 
air; the word "BAIT" and the permit number shall be placed on these 
signs in letters at least 12 inches high.

2. Permitted gear is limited to one (1) trawl not to exceed 
25 feet along the cork line 33 feet along the lead line. This is 
the only gear which can be used or carried aboard the permitted 
vessel while the vessel is operating under the permit; no other 
commercial fishing gear may be on the vessel when it is being used 
under permit.

3. No dead shrimp may be aboard the vessel while it is 
operating under the permit. All dead shrimp and all other 
organisms caught while taking live bait shrimp must be immediately 
returned to the water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities 
may be sold for bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in 
weight.

4. Bait shrimp may be taken only from sunrise to sunset; no 
night fishing is allowed under this permit.

5. The entire original permit must be in the possession of 
the person operating the vessel while it is engaged in taking 
shrimp under the terms of the permit.

6. Each time the permit is used the permittee must notify 
the department in the manner specified by the permit. Before the 
vessel departs the dock under the permit, the department must be 
advised of the time of departure and the general location in which 
trawling will take place; immediately after the permitted vessel 
returns to the dock the department must be notified of the time of 
return.

7. The permittee shall maintain an up-to-date record of the 
activities conducted under permit on forms provided by the 
Department for that purpose. These forms shall be available for 
inspection by agents of the department upon request by said agents. 
In addition, any agent of the department shall be allowed to make 
an on site inspection of any facilities operating under the permit,
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at any time. Permittee will submit to the department, not later 
than September 1, the record of shrimp harvested under the permit.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:497(C).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210, (April 
1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19: (February 1993).

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent for Red 
Snapper was the next item discussed by Mr. Harry Blanchet. He 
reminded the Commission of a Declaration of Emergency was passed 
last month to delay the opening of the commercial red snapper 
season until February 16, 1993. The National Marine Fisheries 
Service has approved regulations for federal waters for the 1993 
fishing year which include a red snapper endorsement. The Gulf 
Council has requested Louisiana to implement a rule which would be 
complimentary to federal waters. This rule is only for the 1993 
calendar year.

Commissioner Jenkins asked why the Notice of Intent should 
have a date on it for the calendar year 1993, and if there is an 
expiration date, would you have to come back with a new rule? 
Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to accept the Declaration of 
Emergency, and to file the Notice of Intent on the red snapper 
fishery, and then read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Schneider. 
Chairman Jones asked for public comments.

Mr. Allen Braud commented he was a crab fisherman and was 
thinking of getting into the red snapper fishery. He went to 
Fourchon and Leeville and noticed most of the fishermen were from 
Florida, Texas and Georgia and mentioned that Louisiana fishermen 
have not been able to fish red snapper for the past 3 years and 
thus can not get the red snapper endorsement.

Commissioner Jenkins commented that the red snapper rules for 
the EEZ are the same throughout the Gulf, and the Commission can 
not do much about people from other states coming to Louisiana and 
fishing. He added there are a number of federal rules and 
regulations that all have to follow which have been argued many 
times. Then he stated that the problem was, how can you take a 
limited number of fish and fix it to where the fishermen can make 
a living from it? Commissioner Cormier asked if there were any 
commercial fishermen in Louisiana that qualify for this 
endorsement, if the low number of fishermen from Louisiana is 
because of the moratorium on red snapper, and looking into the 
future, can more Louisiana commercial fishermen qualify?
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Commissioner Jenkins stated that the National Marine Fisheries 
Service would probably end up with individual transferable quotas 
which will produce a very limited entry.

Mr. Ted Loupe informed Commissioner Cormier of the history 
behind red snapper, stating that Florida boats have been coming to 
Louisiana since before there were oil rigs in the Gulf. One of the 
biggest problem with the National Marine Fisheries Service has been 
with the landings from these boats from Florida unloading their 
catch in Florida. He then agreed with Commissioner Cormier that 
it will be hard for anyone from Louisiana to get a permit.

Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Loupe if he thought this was 
true for all the states in the Gulf, and not just Louisiana. 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked how much snapper fishery is in 
Louisiana territorial waters, if the people in the snapper business 
are satisfied, and then commented he felt the smaller boats were 
being discriminated against. Commissioner Mialjevich then asked 
if "for the 1993 year only" would be inserted. Chairman Jones 
asked where the insertion would be put. Commissioner Mialjevich 
remarked he would like to see it added because of convenience more 
than anything else. Commissioner Jenkins amended the original 
motion to include the 1993 year and was seconded by Commissioner 
Schneider. The motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Resolution, Declaration of 
Emergency and Notice of Intent 
is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

COMMERCIAL TRIP LIMITS FOR RED SNAPPER

WHEREAS, red snapper are managed under the Federal Fishery 
Management Plan for the Reef Fishes of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and

w h e r e a s , the Secretary of Commerce has approved emergency 
regulations establishing trip limits for the commercial 
harvest of red snapper in the Federal waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is 
presently undertaking action to extend these regulations 
for Federal waters for the remainder of the 1993 fishing 
year, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and 
National Marine Fisheries Service have requested that the 
various Gulf states adopt regulations compatible with
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those contained in the emergency regulations and proposed 
extensions, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission under the 
authority of R.S. 56:326.3 is empowered to set possession 
and daily take limits based on biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, revisions to the existing rules are possible without 
jeopardizing the biological integrity of the affected 
stocks, and

WHEREAS, technical analyses by staff of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council has determined that the proposed 
measures will extend the length of the red snapper 
commercial season and provide benefits to the fishery.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does adopt a Declaration of Emergency and 
express notice of intent to adopt permanent rules 
concerning commercial trip limits for red snapper in 
Louisiana waters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the complete contents of the 
Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent 
establishing commercial trip limits for red snapper are 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize and delegate to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
the authority to take any and all necessary steps on 
behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate 
these regulations and the final rule, including but not 
limited to the filing of the Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statements, the Notice of Intent, and preparation of 
reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government.

Bert H. Jones, Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of Wildlife
Commission & Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
does hereby give notice of intent to promulgate a Rule establishing 
possession limits for commercial harvest of red snapper, as part
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of the existing rule for daily take, possession, and size limits 
for reef fishes set by the Commission. Authority for adoption of 
this Rule is included in R.S.56:6(25)(a) and 56:326.3. Said Rule 
is attached to and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery

Section 335. Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by 
Commission, Reef Fish

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the harvest of 
snapper, grouper, sea basses, jewfish, and amberjack within and 
without Louisiana's territorial waters:

Species

1. Red Snapper

2. Queen, mutton, 
schoolmaster, blackfin, 
cubera, gray, dog, mahogany, 
silk, yellowtail snappers, 
and wenchman

3. All groupers

4. Greater amberjack

Recreational Baa Limits

7 fish per person per day

10 fish per person per day 
(in aggregate)

5 fish per person per day (in 
aggregate)

3 fish per person per day

B. All persons who do not possess a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources are limited to the 
recreational bag limit.

C. A person subject to a bag limit may not possess during a 
single day, regardless of the number of trips or the duration of 
a trip, any reef fish in excess of the bag limits.

D. For charter vessels and headboats as defined in Federal 
Regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol. 55, No. 14, there 
will be an allowance for up to two daily bag limits on multi-day 
trips provided the vessel has two licensed operators aboard as 
required by the U.S Coast Guard for trips of over 12 hours, and 
each passenger is issued and has in possession a receipt issued on 
behalf of the vessel that verifies the length of the trip.
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E. Those persons possessing a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources, who do not possess a 
red snapper endorsement on that permit are limited to a daily take 
and possession limit of 200 (two hundred) pounds per vessel.

F. Those persons possessing a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources, who do possess a red 
snapper endorsement on that permit are limited to a daily take and 
possession limit of 2,000 (two thousand) pounds per vessel.

G. Paragraphs E and F above, are effective until midnight, 
December 31, 1993.

H. Species Minimum Size Limits

1. Red Snapper 13 inches total length

2. Gray, mutton and 
yellowtail snapper

12 inches total length

3. Lane and Vermillion 
snapper

8 inches total length

4. Red, gag, black, 
yellowfin and nassau 
grouper

20 inches total length

5. Jewfish 50 inches total length

6. Greater amberjack 28
36

inches fork length (recreational) 
inches fork length (commercial)

7 . Black seabass 8 inches total length

I. Federal regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol. 55, 
No. 14, defines charter vessels and headboats as follows:

1. Charter vessel means a vessel whose operator is licensed 
by the U.S. Coast Guard to carry six or fewer paying passengers and 
whose passengers fish for a fee. A charter vessel with a permit 
to fish on a commercial quota for reef fish is under charter when 
it carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more 
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

2. Headboat means vessel whose operator is licensed by the 
U.S. Coast Guard to carry seven or more paying passengers and whose 
passengers fish for a fee. A headboat with a permit to fish on a 
commercial quota for reef fish is operating as a headboat when it
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carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more 
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June, 
1990), amended LR 19: .

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
rule to Harry Blanchet, Marine Fish Division, Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 no 
later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, May 10, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Mr. Ron Dugas presented a Declaration of Emergency on 
Calcasieu Oyster Limits. A resolution was offered to raise the 
daily take for oyster fishermen on the public tonging reefs in 
Calcasieu Lake from 10 sacks to 15 sacks. Data from the stock 
assessment taken before the season opened found there was a 
tremendous supply in Calcasieu Lake. The fishing pressure and 
production has only been 1/3 of what it should have been, commented 
Mr. Dugas.

Commissioner Jenkins inquired if the grounds were private or 
public and what was the primary reason for production being low? 
Commissioner Vujnovich remarked that, with the price of oysters 
today, it does not pay for a person to go fish, and that the sales 
of oysters were down, just as was everything else. Then 
Commissioner Vujnovich made a motion to accept the Declaration of 
Emergency for the 1992-93 season, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins. 
Chairman Jones read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution and asked for public comments. None were received. The 
motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Resolution 
and Declaration of Emergency is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER SEASON

WHEREAS, the Department assessed the resource and there was an 
above average supply; and

WHEREAS, there has been a reduced amount of fishing pressure due 
to reduced oyster prices and public health closures; and
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WHEREAS, because of the reassessment of the water quality data, 
the health department has issued new more restrictive 
closures? and

WHEREAS, Revised Statute 56:25(A) authorizes the Commission to 
regulate quota limits, and Revised Statute 56:435.1 
allows the Commission to regulate both the season and 
daily quota limits because of health closures.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission increases the daily quota limit from 10 sacks 
to 15 sacks per day for the Calcasieu Public Oyster 
Grounds for the remainder of the 1992-93 oyster season.

Bert H. Jones, Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
Commission & Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:25(A) and R.S. 56:435.1, notice is hereby 
given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

There will be an increase in the oyster fishing quota 
regulation from 10 daily sacks to 15 sacks allowed daily for 
Calcasieu Lake for the remainder of the 1992-93 oyster season.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Mr. Don Puckett began the discussion on Fossil Shell Extraction Lease for the Louisiana Dredging Company. 
Representatives of Louisiana Dredging Company approached the 
Department to request a reduction in the bond amount from $2.4 
million to $1.6 million. Mr. Puckett introduced Mr. Richard Koen 
from Louisiana Dredging Company to answer questions from the 
Commission. Mr. Koen updated the Commission, saying that the first 
year has been completed and the $800,000 minimum royalty has been 
paid. The new bond would be secured from a different company than 
where the present was from. This new company would be rated equal 
to or better than the present company. Commissioner Jenkins stated 
he had no problem with the request from Louisiana Dredging and 
moved the Commission approve the request. Commissioner Mialjevich
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seconded the motion. Commissioner Gisclair wondered if the 
Company's intention was to come back next year and have the bond 
reduced to $800,000. Chairman Jones reiterated the motion that was 
made and seconded and then called for a vote. The motion passed 
unanimously.

Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update computer printouts were 
provided by Ms. Wynnette Kees to the Commission. She pointed out 
that the report was very routine. The Department had assessed, for 
the month of January, about $35,000 in civil assessments. Payments 
collected amounted to $7,400, and the enforcement agents are using 
the new civil restitution books. Commissioner Jenkins inquired 
about the negative numbers on the report. Chairman Jones asked 
about the collection procedures. Commissioner Jenkins inquired on 
particular cases that the Commission had been following, then on 
the case in Winn Parish. He asked if civil restitutions had been 
made, then asked for a breakdown of the assessments on that case. 
Chairman Jones wondered if the redfish case had gone away, and then 
Commissioner Jenkins asked why the violator had never paid his 
assessment.

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for January was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were 
issued during the month of January.

Region I - Minden - 40 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 72 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 64 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 87 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 177 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 105 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 448 citations.
Region VIII - New Orleans - 201 citations. Commissioner Mialjevich 
wondered why the 13 sacks of oysters were destroyed.

Region IX - Houma - 175 citations.
Oyster Strike Force - 45 citations. The Oyster Strike Force, 
Statewide Strike Force, Region VIII agents and the two offshore 
boats were sent to the Lake Borgne area because of complaints 
received. A total of 48 citations were issued in 2 days, 46 were 
from out-of-state and 2 were Louisiana residents, and 510 sacks of 
oysters were seized.

Statewide Strike Force - 63 citations.
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Offshore Boats - 8 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month 
of January was 1,285.

Commissioner Mialjevich wondered what area the 990 pounds of 
shrimp were seized from, were they residents or non-residents 
shrimping, and then requested that the North Shore of the
Chandeleur Islands be watched closely. Finally, he asked how gill
nets were licensed? Commissioner Vujnovich commented that he has 
seen gill netters tie three nets together, and wondered if it 
counted as one net. Then Commissioner Vujnovich thanked the 
Enforcement Division for the fast action taken on the oyster
violations and requested this continue. Commissioner Jenkins asked 
if records on Operation Game Thief calls were kept, was it being 
utilized, and was anything being done to publicize the service? 
He then commented he would like to see if there was a way to get 
more people to use the service. Then Commissioner Jenkins
requested a report be given periodically on the Operation Game 
Thief service, and inquired into the redfish interstate commerce 
case and the circumstances behind it, the Mississippi quota for 
redfish, does Louisiana keep tract of the number of pounds of fish 
brought in from Mississippi, if the number of pounds hauled into 
Louisiana can be compared to Mississippi quota figures, and then 
commented that Mississippi would be closing their fishery based on 
Louisiana reportings. He suggested contacting Alabama and other 
states to find out how much fish have entered those states from 
Mississippi.

One last question from Commissioner Jenkins referred to the 
disposition of the Winn Parish case. Then Chairman Jones asked 
Secretary Herring if the resolution to the District Attorney was 
recognized as having been received and if the Department was 
satisfied with the way this case had been handled? He asked, can 
the D.A. assess fines or is a judge the only one that can assess 
fines, and what is a pre-trial intervention and where is it used? 
Commissioner Cormier gave a further explanation of what pre-trial 
intervention was and how it was used. Chairman Jones inquired what 
prosecuting a case like this would do to offenses down the road, 
and if it would have an affect on how many there would be down the 
road. Commissioner Cormier questioned if the Department was 
properly handling the case, evidence and etc., with Secretary 
Herring mentioning discrepancies being looked into. Chairman Jones 
remarked that a person from the Attorney General1s office had 
already looked at the case and found it to be very prosecutable. 
The only problem that has occurred is it will not make its way to 
the judicial system. Chairman Jones then inquired, what would the 
first offense fines total for the 27 violations?

Commissioner Gisclair asked what was the intention of the 
chair as far as the agenda went? Commissioner Mialjevich turned
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the discussion to the Operation Game Thief service and asked that 
the telephone number be distributed to the commercial industry. 
Chairman Jones felt that the Department had done a good job in 
citing violators and stressed the need for these cases to get to 
the judicial system.

Mr. Donald Kinnair, President of the Plaquemines Parish Oyster 
Association, commented on a problem in the Lake Borgne and 
Mississippi Sound area with Mississippi boats coming in and fishing 
the reefs and going back to Mississippi. Then he requested that 
enforcement keep putting the pressure on the Mississippi fishermen.

Mr. A1 Sunseri, owner of an oyster dealership in New Orleans, 
asked if enforcement could help with the legality of the 
Mississippi dealers getting Louisiana oysters and bringing them 
back to Mississippi. A question was, do these fishermen have to 
abide by Louisiana rules? Clarification was needed as to exactly 
what the law reads. Mr. Sincere thanked the Enforcement Division 
for the help on the recent oyster case.

The Red Drum Report was the next topic and discussion began 
with Mr. John Roussel giving a brief history of the report. 
Section 6 of Title 56 and also House Concurrent Resolution 277 of 
1991 requires the Commission report to the Legislature annually on 
the status of red drum. Three separate issues should be addressed:
1) biological condition profile and stock assessment; 2) the total 
allowable catch with probable allocations scenarios; and 3) a 
detailed explanation of whether or not gamefish status should be 
continued. The Department staff prepared a report for the 
Commission to consider in fulfilling this obligation. Then Mr. 
Roussel introduced Mr. Joey Shepard to review the stock assessment 
and the characterization of the current status of the stock. Mr. 
Joey Shepard began his presentation at this time explaining the 
graphs and charts that are in the report.

Commissioner Jenkins asked: Why purse seines could not cause 
particular age groups to be missing from the catch? If a purse 
seine could target a certain size fish? What does the decline in 
catch effort say for the years 1990 through 1992 and from 1987 
through 1989? And, if the decline in 1988 through 1989 was due to 
the freeze? Commissioner Gisclair inquired if, in the years 1990 
and 1991, the testing was more sophisticated. Commissioner 
Schneider questioned that, without actually sampling the offshore 
waters, there is no way to know which scenario is accurate. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked if the National Marine Fisheries Service 
was not going to do an assessment in 1993, and what was the 
difference between what the Department was recommending the 
National Marine Fisheries Service do and what will be done this 
year? Commissioner Jenkins then commented that the basic 
recommendation was no increase in current fishery mortality on red 
drum. Chairman Jones asked when the report was to be presented to 
the legislature.
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Commissioner Jenkins asked if the report had peer review.

Mr. Roy Trahan asked if what Mr. Roussel was trying to say was 
that they do not have any more fish now than they had five years 
ago. Mr. Roussel advised that it was just the opposite, that there 
were many more fish and the recovery of the stock has been rapid. 
The uncertainty has been with where the Department was when the 
recovery started.

Commissioner Schneider stated, if we had not done anything, 
we would not have any fish, but asked if what we did do was worth 
it. Commissioner Jenkins stated that was the case in all fishery 
decline business. Chairman Jones asked for questions from the 
Commission. Commissioner Gisclair asked if the report to be 
submitted to the legislature had to have peer review.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked for an explanation to the 
statement, "if there was complete compliance with the current bag 
limit, an allocation of approximately 60,000 fish to the commercial 
fishery would be possible under Scenario 1 and approximately
125,000 fish under Scenario 2, without any change in the current 
daily bag limit". He then stated that, if the recreational bag 
limit was strictly enforced, there would be a harvestable amount 
of fish for the commercial industry.

Commissioner Jenkins asked about a recreational survey being 
conducted; if it was a federal survey, if the state had a current 
recreational survey, and if there were any plans for one in the 
future? He then proceeded to ask if, when they interview a 
fisherman, do they ask how many redfish he caught, how many he 
caught and killed or caught and released or just caught, and, when 
using these numbers, you are actually using fish that were caught 
and killed.

Commissioner Schneider asked why something was not done back 
in the 70's and then commented he wanted to be sure we did not have 
another crisis like we just went through or are going through. 
Commissioner Jenkins then asked, if the juvenile fish had been 
checked at that time, would you have known that they were gone? 
Commissioner Schneider questioned, in order to gain confidence, 
what exactly will need to be done, how much time elapses between 
the taking of the fish?

Chairman Jones asked for public comments.

Mr. Tee Roy Bourg said, if the sportfisherman would not get 
over the limit there would be enough for commercial fishermen to 
harvest, why not let the commercial fishermen catch the fish and 
make a living off of it?
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Mr. Jim Bourge commented the only thing he requested was that 
the Commission take into account the provisions of Act 708, that 
anything that will be recommended should be in a fair and equitable 
manner to everybody.

An unidentified person stated that there was a need for a 
commercial fishery to prove the numbers of fish being caught. Then 
he added, why not have an allocation and check these fish and get 
your proper year classes?

Commissioner Mialjevich asked if fishermen would be allowed 
an allocation for commercial fishing and it was feasibly possible, 
would they be willing to take observers on the boats; did you read 
the report? wondered who did receive the report, and then asked if 
copies could be distributed to the people?

Chairman Jones commented the report was prepared for the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. Commissioner Jenkins 
stated that this was a Commission action, and until the Commission 
accepts the report, there is no report. Then he requested, in the 
future, getting this report a little earlier and commented the 
Commission should try to get the legislature to change the 
requirement from March 1st to April or May. Commissioner Schneider 
also commented the report was a lot better than last year and 
thanked the staff.

Commissioner Mialjevich requested that, in the future, someone 
provide the public with an opportunity to view pertinent documents 
that will be discussed before the meeting.

Mr. Henry Mouton commented about recreational fishermen 
exceeding the bag limit, stating that there will always be a few 
bad apples in every tree.

Mr. Roy Trahan remarked Mr. Mouton was right about the bad 
apples, but compared the differences in fines for recreational 
violators and commercial violators. He then asked the Commission 
to reach an agreement where both recreational and commercial 
fishermen could benefit.

Mr. Ted Loupe wondered how long it would take before the fish 
start affecting our crab and our shrimp industry if we allow these 
fish to keep coming. Commissioner Jenkins asked, if year's ago 
before anybody knew what a redfish was, and there apparently were 
a lot of redfish, do you think the redfish affected the shrimp and 
crab crops back then, when they were plentiful? Mr. Loupe 
responded he felt it did and then asked, if you get rid of all the 
commercial fishermen, what will happen with all the fish?

Commissioner Mialjevich inquired, what are the fish eating, 
has there been a study on how much shrimp or crabs these fish eat

51



I

per day, and if we are bordering on upsetting the balance of 
nature?

Commissioner Cormier commented he heard a redfish eats 1/2 of 
its weight in shrimp and crabs per day and then said that the 
public should have access to this information.

Mr. Dave LeJeune mentioned he has seen a 3 or 4 pound redfish 
with close to a pound of shrimp in it and felt the fish are eating 
a lot of the crab and shrimp.

Mr. Ted Loupe suggested asking for a limited commercial 
fishery of a couple hundred thousand pounds so the staff can better 
assess the stock. Commissioner Jenkins commented this fish was a 
gamefish and the Commission could not do that. Then Mr. Loupe 
asked the Commission to recommend to the legislature the removal 
of gamefish status. Commissioner Jenkins read what the law said 
and the portion of the report that pertains to gamefish status. 
Mr. Loupe again asked if the Commission could not recommend to the 
legislature to remove gamefish status. Commissioner Jenkins stated 
that the item could be put on an agenda for discussion.

Mr. Harry Brown from Cameron, Louisiana asked, if one fish was 
taken away from the recreational people and applied this fish to 
the commercial harvest, how many fish would there be? Then Mr. 
Brown continued with asking the Commission to consider the 
possibility of taking 2 fish from the recreational fisherman and 
giving these to the commercial fisherman, stating you would have 
about 300,000 fish.

Mr. Steve Keffe, Jr. a practicing CPA spoke next. Comments 
Mr. Keffe made were, in the future, put "Draft for discussion 
purposes only" on reports such as this one so it can be discussed? 
and the Commission does have the authority to recommend or not 
recommend that gamefish status remain. Then Mr. Keffe polled each 
Commission member as to his understanding of their authority.

Commissioner Jenkins advised that this was a public comment 
period, not a question and answer period.

Mr. Henry Truelove asked Mr. Herring about the status of the 
Marine Finfish Panel he was appointed to serve on. Then Mr. 
Truelove read a resolution which asked the Commission to direct the 
Department staff to develop a plan to implement a commercial 
harvest of red drum and to encourage the Legislature to adopt a 
resolution instructing the Department to implement this plan.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked if there was a need for somebody 
to make a motion to accept this? Commissioner Jenkins reminded 
Commissioner Mialjevich that this was public comment time.
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Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to accept the Department’s 

report as the Commission report and forward it on to the 
legislature before the March 1st deadline. Commissioner Schneider 
seconded the motion.

Chairman Jones asked for comments. Commissioner Gisclair 
requested to amend the motion that, along with sending the report, 
a recommendation be sent for the legislature to look at the 
gamefish status and perhaps change it from a gamefish status. 
Commissioner Mialjevich seconded the amended motion.

Commissioner Jenkins remarked that was not an agenda item, in 
his opinion. Commissioner Mialjevich stated it was in the report. 
Commissioner Jenkins stated it was not in the report? that making 
a recommendation on gamefish status has nothing to do with the 
agenda item.

Chairman Jones restated Commissioner Jenkins' motion that was 
on the floor and asked Commissioner Gisclair for his proposed 
amended motion. Commissioner Gisclair asked that the legislature 
reconsider the gamefish status of the redfish. Chairman Jones felt 
that these motions appeared to bp two different issues. 
Commissioner Gisclair commented it was in the report and was number 
3 in the report.

Commissioner Jenkins asked Commissioner Gisclair, instead of 
submitting the report as proposed do we change the part of the 
report the Department made on gamefish status and ask the 
Legislature to reconsider gamefish status? Commissioner Gisclair 
remarked that the legislature should read the report as it is but 
also, the Commission should ask the legislature to consider 
changing the status of redfish.

Chairman Jones asked Mr. Mike Landrum for his opinion on the 
motion and the amended motion. Mr. Landrum mentioned it sounded 
more like a substitute motion and then felt it was not a proper 
item on the agenda and to move forward would mean having to take 
other action. Commissioner Gisclair decided then to put it on the 
agenda for the next meeting.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked Mr. Landrum, if the Commission 
would ask the legislature not to change gamefish, but to look into 
the validity of it, and a commercial harvest, could that be tacked 
on to this report at a later date and made part of it? Then 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked, was there any way he could add into 
this report that the legislature look at specific items? 
Commissioner Mialjevich tried to understand Mr. Landrum by asking 
again that the report could not be changed or amended without 
public hearings or putting it on the agenda.
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Chairman Jones called for the vote on the motion to approve 
the redfish plan to be presented to the legislature on the March 
1st deadline. The motion passed unanimously.

Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to second Commissioner 
Gisclair's request that the matter be put on as an agenda item at 
the next meeting and that it be heard early on in the meeting.

The Secretary’s Report to the Commission was given by 
Secretary Herring as the next item on the agenda. The Information 
& Education Division completed the 1991-92 annual report for the 
legislature; the July-August Louisiana Conservationist magazine 
will have a photo contest with the theme of Native Louisiana 
Habitat. Five Hunter Education Workshops were held which certified 
16 educators and 350 students. The Aquatic Education Workshop 
certified 20 educators and arranged for Caddo Parish schools to 
have the program presented to them. An increase of Louisiana 
Conservationist subscriptions by 425 occurred during January.

The Shrimp Task Force had completed a draft for the Governor. 
A forum on by-catch was held at Southwestern University and Mr. 
Corky Ferret presented a paper on this subject there. Mr. Ferret 
was attending another meeting this week and presenting a paper 
also. The newly designed oyster tags have been distributed. The 
Marine Lab had been utilized by U.s. Soil Conservation Service and 
LSU as well.

Fish stockings in the Atchafalaya Basin are continuing. To 
date stockings are; 7,305 bass, 1,375,000 bream, 141,000 catfish, 
and 5,000 crappie. The water hyacinth's sprayed during the month 
totalled 421 acres and, with the mild winters this year and in the 
past, these plants have not stopped growing and we are anticipating 
problems.

The staff has been attending meetings on the budget, and have 
been hearing of cuts for the 1993-94 year.

Commissioner Jenkins asked Secretary Herring about 
expenditures and a breakdown of the different programs that will 
be utilizing the finfish marine license money.

Commissioner Mialjevich inquired of Secretary Herring, if he 
was correct to assume that, when the Department writes a report for 
the Commission, comments are made by the Commission and public, and 
then the Commission can not make any changes, that it has to be 
100% okay or 100% rejection. Secretary Herring advised the 
Department was required to give the Commission a report and it was 
up to the Commission to do what they want with the report.

Mike Landrum reminded Commissioner Mialjevich of the question 
posed, which was whether the issue of the Commission making a
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recommendation to the legislature was properly on the agenda and 
stated it was not.

Commissioner Jenkins stated the Commission had been through 
this discussion already. Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to 
include the resolution as part of the report and reopen it.

Secretary Herring asked if you could add something to the 
agenda by bringing it up and getting a majority vote of the 
Commission. Commissioner Gisclair informed that it was according 
to Roberts Rules of Order.

Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to suspend the rules. 
Commissioner Vujnovich seconded the motion.

Commissioner Jenkins explained to Commissioner Cormier what 
Commissioner Mialjevich was trying to do.

Chairman Jones asked for a vote, by hand. Commissioner 
Vujnovich, Commissioner Mialjevich and Commissioner Gisclair raised 
their hands. Then Commissioner Jenkins stated it was not a two- 
thirds majority, and it would not be brought back up.

Chairman Jones called for Public Comments. Col. Vidrine 
handed out a report on Operation Game Thief, then Col. Charlie 
Clark read a resolution from the Louisiana Wildlife Agents 
Association.

Mr. Ted Loupe again asked why the Commission could not vote 
on having gamefish status removed from redfish so commercial 
fishermen could have a harvest and then mentioned there was no 
discussion at the meeting even though it was in the report.

Then Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to Adjourn the meeting 
and was seconded by Commissioner Schneider.

JLH:sch

55



AGENDA

Roll Call

Approval of Minutes of January 7, 1993 

Aircraft Report - Lee Caubarreaux

Ratification of Alligator Harvest Regulations - Johnnie 
Tarver

1̂§</ ^Wild Louisiana Stamp - Information Only - Gary Lester

LXrT Notice of Intent for Black Bass Regulations on Caddo Lake 
- Bennie Fontenot
Notice of Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement - 
Bennie Fontenot

Ratification of Special Bait Dealer's Permit - Brandt 
Savoie
Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent - Red 
Snapper - Harry Blanchet

Declaration of Emergency on Calcasieu Oyster Limits - Ron

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
February 4, 1993

10:00 AM

^2-r- Fossil Shell Extraction Lease - La. Dredging Company 
(Richard Koen)

Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update - Wynnette Kees 

Monthly Law Enforcement Report/January - Winton Vidrine 

15. Secretary's Report to the Commission - Joe Herring

Dugas

Drum Report - Harry Blanchet/Joey Shepard

16. Public Comments



COMMISSION MEETING 
ROLL CALL

Thursday, February 4, 1993 
Baton Rouge, LA

Wildlife and Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Bert Jones (Chairman)
Jimmy Jenkins vX
Perry Gisclair X"
Tee John Mialjevich
Joseph Cormier
Jeff Schneider
Peter Vujnovich vX

Mr. Chairman:

There are Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.
Secretary Herring is also present.



MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION 
Thursday, February 4, 1993

Chairman Bert H. Jones presiding.
James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Perry Gisclair 
Joseph B. Cormier 
Jeff Schneider 
Pete Vujnovich 
Tee John Mialjevich
Secretary Joe L. Herring was also present.

Chairman Jones called for a motion for approval of the January 
7, 1993, Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by 
Commissioner Jenkins and seconded by Commissioner Vujnovich. The 
motion passed unanimously.

At this point. Chairman Jones introduced Commissioner Cormier 
who requested to speak to the audience and the Commission. 
Commissioner Cormier thanked everyone for a warm welcome received 
from the Commission and the Department. He further stated his
philosophy to serve the State to the best of his ability,Yrespect 
the perspective of the other Commission Members but would vote 
according to what is best for the State. He also recognized the 
importance of the environmental issues for recreational fishing and 
hunting activities and the commercial fishermen^need to make a fair 
living andihoped to balance the need of the two groups.

hh
The December Aircraft Report was presented by Mr. Lee 

Caubarreaux. This report showed that four pilots flew a total of
64.0 hours for the month? mentioned that the Aero Commander was 
being listed on the report at the Commission's request; then stated 
the estimated cost of $9,667.02 and actual cost of $11,807.95 for 
these aircraft. Also included in the report was a breakdown of 
the flights that occurred during the month. Then Mr. Caubarreaux 
asked for questions from the Commission for himself or Mr. Gene 
Rackle, Chief Pilot. Chairman Jones mentioned that it should not 
be hard to compute the dollar trade^out value for the Aero 
Commander when used by the Department. Commissioner Jenkins aske£x__ 
when figuring the cost for flying the planes, did it include 
salaries for flight personnel; if the flight personnel are included 
for their whole monthly cost or is it so much an hour for each 
plane; was the 210 airplane down for the month since there were no 
flights; what was the stranded porpoise flight. Chairman Jones 
asked about the woodcock survey being performed from an airplane. 
Commissioner Mialjevich inquired if the National Marine Fisheries



wasService paid for looking at the porpoise or if there .
reciprocal agreement between the two; if a report was mad^and then H'*'
requested seeing the results and finding^/? asdVtHen ------------------ - y/
the Department would be taking planes to see if seagulls had broken ^
legs and so forth and was curious of where this might lead to in 
the future.

Final Ratification of the Alligator Harvest Regulations was 
presented by Mr. Johnnie Tarver. Mr. Tarver informed-"'that the 
Alligator Harvest and Farm Rules were originally drafted in July, 
were revisited in September, and then working groups met on August 
20 and September 2 0 to discuss these rule^-resulting in an 
agreement. The industry has since made some "more comments and 
these amendments to the original document are being suggested. The 
changes are in the wording to reflect more specifically what is 
being dealt with. The industry also has agreed upon the new
amendments. Then, Mr. Tarver reminded the Commission that the U . S .  — ^
Fish and Wildlife Service must accept the document and fehetr''' ^  
requested adoption of the document by the Commission. Commissioner 
Schneider asked if a study on the survival rate between wild 
iTTigator^ hatchlings and the farm raised was still going on; and 
then asked if in another year there would be results from the 
study. Commissioner Jenkins moved to ratify the Alligator
Regulations. Chairman Jones wo-ndorcd^lf the Enforcement DivisiorT~~<^^<f^ 
had signed off on the document. Then Chairman Jones recognized 
Commissioner Jenkins motion for ratification. Commissioner 
Vujnovich seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 
Chairman Jones asked for public comments and heard none.

(The full text of the Rule is 
made a part of the record.)

RULE
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the 
Louisiana wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt a 
rule to amend the alligator regulations which govern the wild and 
farm alligator harvest. The alligator industry of Louisiana 
represents a renewable resource, valuable to the economy providing 
income to approximately 125 alligator farmers and in excess of
1,900 alligator hunters. The alligator farming program and the 
annual harvest of surplus wild and nuisance alligators is in 
keeping with wise wildlife management techniques based upon 
scientific research conducted by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

The regulations governing the alligator harvest program and 
the alligator farming program are attached and may be viewed at the
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Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, 
LA, phone: (504) 765-2812.

Title 76
Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part V. Wild Quadrupeds and Wild Birds 
Chapter 7. Alligators 
Section 701. Alligator Regulations

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish 
regulations governing the harvest of wild populations of alligators 
and alligator eggs, raising and propagation of farmed alligators 
tanning of skins and regulations governing the selling of hides, 
alligator parts and farm raised alligators. The administrative 
responsibility for these alligator programs shall rest with the 
Department Secretary; the Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife; 
and the Fur and Refuge Division.
A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession, 
selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in 
the wild and in captivity. They are enacted to prevent depletion 
or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource. 
These regulations are based upon scientific study and population 
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify 
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international 
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not 
endangered but their similarity of appearance to endangered 
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize 
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain 
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules 
to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of 
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for 
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts; 
streamline necessary reporting requirements; and, establish a 
regulated nuisance alligator control program.
B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these 
regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this 
section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase 
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator (Alligator 
mississippiensis) .
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2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the 
Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on 
designated properties described as part of the permit. The permit 
will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the permittee and 
the landowner/land manager.

3. Alligator Farm (nongame quadruped) - An enclosed area, 
constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egress of alligators 
from surrounding public or private lands or waters and meeting 
other specifications and requirements set by the Department, where 
alligators are bred, propagated, or raised as a commercial 
enterprise under controlled conditions. "Alligator Farm" also 
includes alligator ranching wherein eggs are collected from the 
wild, and raised, pursuant to departmental license or permit.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises 
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free movement 
of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled area, or who 
collects and sells wild alligator eggs, and who may harvest 
alligators under the supervision of the Department. An alligator 
farmer must possess a valid nongame quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hide Tag - An official CITES serially numbered 
tag issued by the Department.

6. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or 
nonresident person who takes wild alligators. Resident hunters are 
divided into four classes:

(a) Commercial - Anyone who is licensed by the Department 
to take wild alligators after having filed application(s) approved 
by the Department which authorize the issuance of alligator hide 
tags to him.

(b) Helper - Anyone who is licensed by the Department to 
assist a commercial hunter during alligator harvest activities; 
alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a helper license holder.

(c) Sport - Anyone who is licensed by the Department and 
guided by a commercial hunter during alligator harvest activities; 
alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a sport license holder.

(d) Nuisance - A licensed alligator hunter who is 
contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to remove 
designated nuisance alligators and who can be assigned alligator 
hide tags by the Department.

7. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator, 
except the hide and includes the bony dorsum plates, if detached 
from the tagged alligator hide.
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8. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who 
deals in alligator parts other than hides and who:

(a) Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator 
hunter, another parts dealer, or an alligator farmer for the 
purpose of resale; or

(b) Manufactures within the state non-edible alligator 
parts into a finished product; or

(c) Purchases unprocessed alligator meat or processes 
alligator meat for wholesale or retail sale.

9. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person who 
purchases for retail sale finished alligator parts made from parts 
other than hides.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered green label 
issued by the Department required on each shipment of alligators 
being transported out of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in the 
state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months 
immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any license 
and who has manifested his intent to remain in this state by 
establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as demonstrated with 
all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in 
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, 
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that vehicle.

(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state 
income tax return and has complied with state income tax laws and 
regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident 
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized under and 
subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to which the principal 
place of business and more than fifty percent of the officers, 
partners, or employees are domiciled in Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year not 
specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission.
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14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting 
passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police 
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order if 
the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of without 
judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator, 
fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human 
consumption? or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or other 
aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by 
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee 
during alligator egg collection.

19. Dressing, Dressed Skins or Dressed Furs - (See 
"Tanning").

20. Finished Alligator Part - Any non-edible alligator part 
that has been completely processed from parts other than hides 
for retail sale.

21. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for 
the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw furs 
or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters, alligator farmers, 
fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another fur buyer or 
fur dealer within the confines of the state or to a nonresident fur 
dealer licensed by the State of Louisiana in interstate commerce, 
or who acts as an agent of another fur buyer or fur dealer in this 
state in such purchase or sale. Fur buyers are divided into two 
classes, resident and nonresident. Resident fur buyers are those 
who are bona fide residents of this state. All others are 
nonresident fur buyers.

22. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds 
for the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw 
furs and skins and who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or 
alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and ships or 
exports from this state, either directly or indirectly, the raw 
furs and skins so bought; or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports 
from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or
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(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator 
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw furs and 
skins for manufacturing into a finished product in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished 
product in this state, buying directly from a fur trapper, 
alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer, or fur dealer; or

(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the 
purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are divided into two 
classes, resident and nonresident. Resident fur dealers are those 
who are bona fide residents of this state. All others are 
nonresident fur dealers.

(f) Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning 
process into finished or partially finished leather and/or converts 
raw (green or dried) fur pelts into dressed furs ready for 
manufacturing.

23. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less 
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

24. Hide - (See "Pelt").
25. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or 

pole for the purpose of taking alligators.
26. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.
27. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary 

purpose of incubating alligator eggs.
28. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the 

landowner.
29. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department 

has designated as alligator habitat.
30. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of 

an effective license duly issued under the authority of the 
Department.

31. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes, 
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters, raccoons, 
red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds valuable for their 
furs or skins.

32. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to 
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling nongame 
quadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.
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33. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed 
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame 
quadrupeds.

34. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident 
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

35. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator 
that poses a threat to human life or property.

36. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild alligators or 
their eggs may be lawfully taken.

37. Out-of-State Shipping Seal - A special locking device or 
seal supplied by the Department and placed on or across a shipping 
container by Department personnel prior to shipping out-of-state.

38. Out-Of-State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered 
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on each 
shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

39. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division 
of a subsection.

40. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.
41. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in 

such a manner as to render it marketable.
42. Person - Includes any individual person, association, 

corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by law.
43. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den 

with a hook pole or snagging device of any type and includes using 
such devices to induce an alligator to move from a deh prior to 
taking.

44. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in 
possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or holding 
as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for another.

45. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting 
products) that has been removed from a legally taken alligator and 
for commercial purposes converted into a finished alligator part, 
or meat prepared and packaged for retail sale.

46. Propagation - The holding of live alligators for 
production of offspring.

47. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled 
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

8



48. Rearing - (See "Raising").
49. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").
50. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries.
51. Skin - (See "Pelt").
52. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of 

hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, shooting, 
hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or device.

53. Tanning - The conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts 
into an intermediate or finished form and includes the following: 
crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator leather, glazing 
alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, shearing fur pelts, and 
dyeing fur pelts, and includes the dressing of skins and furs.

54. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping, 
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment, 
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, or 
water, or by any means whatsoever.

55. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.
56. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained, 

and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing and 
harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other aquatic life 
under controlled conditions to afford maximum public hunting and 
fishing opportunity.

57. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by the 
Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals are 
protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be conducted 
by the Department.
C. General Rules.

1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, alligator parts, or goods 
manufactured from alligators, except as provided in these 
regulations and LA. R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator hide, alligator egg, or alligator 
part taken or possessed in violation of these regulations shall 
constitute a separate offense.

3. Alligators or hides of alligators harvested in Louisiana 
shall be tagged in accordance with provisions as prescribed in Sec. 
F, paragraph 5 of these regulations and deviation from those
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requirements shall be a violation and subject hides to 
confiscation. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. It is legal for a hunter to 
retrieve a shot alligator with a hook pole or to retrieve with a 
hook pole an alligator taken on a hook and line. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his person one or more 
current alligator hide tags issued for the property on which he is 
hunting; and if participating in a joint hunting operation at least 
one licensed hunter needs to possess current hide tags issued for 
the property on which they are hunting among a group of licensed 
hunters who are physically present in the same location. Violation 
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking 
device for any purpose without first dispatching the alligator. 
After the alligator is removed from the taking device the hide tag 
shall be properly attached immediately upon possession. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Taking or collection of any wild alligator illegally is 
strictly prohibited. Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation 
for each alligator taken as described in Title 56. All alligators 
taken in violation of this part shall be confiscated and in 
addition to all other penalties provided herein, all alligator 
licenses of any type held by the offender(s) shall be revoked for 
a period of three (3) calendar years. If violation(s) of this part 
involves a farm operation, no alligators shall be raised or 
propagated on the offender's facilities for a period of three (3) 
calendar years. Any live alligator(s) confiscated pertinent to any 
violation of this part must be returned to the wild when 
appropriate. Selection of the release site and time of year of the 
release shall be accomplished only after consultation with and in 
agreement with biological staff of Fur and Refuge Division.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited 
except where special scientific permits have been obtained in 
advance from the Department which specify all such shipments. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without 
prior written approval of the Department is strictly prohibited. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of 
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored 
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior written
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Department approval. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of 
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used for 
Department sponsored scientific studies with an accompanying 
authorization signed by the Secretary. The transfer of ownership 
of live alligators out of their natural range for commercial 
purposes is strictly prohibited. However, this part does not 
prohibit a licensed Louisiana alligator farm from raising 
alligators of Louisiana origin in a non-range state provided the 
non-range farm is in complete compliance with all applicable 
state(s) and federal regulations. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on 
each alligator hide taken from within the state, payable to the 
state through the Department by the alligator hunter or alligator 
farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of state, or by the 
dealer shipping skins or hides out of state or tanning alligator 
skins in Louisiana. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

13. An alligator hunter or alligator farmer may give alligator 
parts to anyone for personal use. Any part of an alligator shall 
have affixed thereto the name, address, date, hide tag number, and 
the license number of the person donating the alligator part(s). 
This information shall be legibly written in pen or pencil on any 
piece of paper or cardboard or any material which is attached to 
the part(s) or to the container enclosing the part or parts. This 
information must remain affixed until the part(s) has been stored 
at the domicile of the possessor. Violation of this part is a class 
2 violation as described in Title 56.

14. A. R.S. 56:280, passed in the regular session of the 1992 
Louisiana Legislature established a state policy which protects 
white or albino alligators and except under department permit 
prohibits the taking of white or albino alligators from the wild.

B. Conditions under which any alligator that is white or 
albino may be taken from the wild and under official department 
permit include:

1. Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching 
operators may capture live and unharmed a white or albino alligator 
for its own protection. All such instances of possession shall be 
reported immediately to the Department.

2. Any white or albino alligator hatchling produced from 
wild collected eggs authorized by a Department Alligator Egg 
Collection Permit will remain in the possession of such licensed 
operators. Any white or albino hatchling must be reported
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immediately upon hatching to the Department on a standard activity 
report form.

3. Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any 
alligator that is white or albino by hook and line shall 
immediately report its presence and location to the Department. 
Department personnel of the Fur & Refuge Division will on a case 
by case basis determine the disposition of any such white or albino 
alligator which is unintentionally hooked.

C. Any white or albino hatchling produced from a licensed 
breeding pen will remain in the possession of such licensed 
operators but must be reported immediately upon hatching to the 
Department on a standard activity report.

D. It shall be a violation if any person intentionally takes 
from the wild any alligator that is white or albino by any means.

E. Violation of R.S. 56:280 shall subject the violator to a 
fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment for not 
less than six months or more than 12 months, or both.

15. Alligator meat and parts may be shipped in containers that 
are sealed and the parts identified to the CITIES tag of origin. 
A fully executed alligator hunter, farmer, or parts dealer 
Alligator Parts Sale or Transaction form shall meet the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service parts identification requirements, provided 
such form(s) is/are prominently attached to the outside of each 
shipping container. Alligator meat/parts shipped to another state 
must meet applicable state/federal requirements of the receiving 
state. Alligator meat/parts exported from the United States must 
meet the requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well 
as those of the receiving country. Alligator skulls being exported 
shall carry a "tag" containing the CITIES tag number and the 
hunter's name and license number. The skull must also be 
physically marked with the number of the original CITIES tag used 
for the hide of the individual alligator. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.
D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized 
by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of Title 
56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license? 
including commercial, helper, sport, and nuisance types.

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license
(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license?
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(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license?
(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500 

deposit required)?
(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000 

deposit required);
(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license;
(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license;
(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license?
(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;
(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;
(l) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as 

alligator shipping label fee;
(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken 

from within the state;
(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.

All license types prescribed above except nongame quadruped 
exhibitor and breeder expire annually on June 30. Nongame 
quadruped exhibitor and breeder licenses expire annually on 
December 31.

2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild 
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild 
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an alligator 
hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in possession a 
valid alligator hunter license to take or sell alligators, their 
skins, or parts. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

3. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligators or alligator skins unless he has acquired a resident or 
nonresident fur buyer's license. No resident or nonresident fur 
buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or alligator skins out of state. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 
alligator or alligator skins or shipping alligator skins out of 
state or tanning alligator skins within the state unless he has 
acquired a resident or nonresident fur dealers license. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation.
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5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or 
exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses 
a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor license. Violation of this 
part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding, 
collecting and selling alligator eggs from the wild, propagating, 
exhibiting and selling alligators alive or selling their parts, and 
killing and transporting them and selling their skins and carcasses 
unless he or she has acquired and possesses a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder license and complies with Subsections N and 0 of 
these regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and 
selling unprocessed alligator parts unless he has acquired and 
possesses a valid alligator parts dealer license. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Each retailer purchasing for retail sale, finished 
alligator parts made from parts other than hides, shall secure from 
the department an alligator parts retailer license prior to 
commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 
as described in Title 56.

9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild 
nests unless he has acquired and possesses a valid nongame 
quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated Agent Collection 
Permit and also has in his possession a valid alligator egg 
collection permit. Egg collection permits will only be issued to 
those persons who demonstrate competency in egg collection and 
handling, have necessary equipment accessible and comply with all 
Department requirements as described in Subsection N of these 
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the 
state without first applying for and receiving an alligator 
shipping label which shall be affixed to each shipment of 
alligators and is properly completed and validated by Department 
personnel. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or 
transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is 
liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply for an 
official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the shipment 
and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame 
quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator parts
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dealer license must comply with the receiving state/country 
requirements and with federal licensing, tagging and permit 
requirements to engage in interstate and international commerce 
involving alligators, alligator hides, alligator parts and fully 
manufactured alligator hide products. Violation of this part is 
a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
E. Wild Harvest Methods.

1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook and 
line, and other legal capture devices which may be used, only 
during daylight hours, between official sunrise and official 
sunset. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described 
in Title 56.

2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken 
during the general open season.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as 
follows:

(a) Hook and line;
(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow? and
(c) Firearms.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least 
300-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of the 
arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook or head 
until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the line must be 
attached to a stationary or floating object capable of maintaining 
the line above water when an alligator is attached. Violation of 
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and 
remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be cut 
loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting larger 
alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when an alligator 
hunter's quota is reached. In the event an alligator is hooked and 
the hunter's quota has been reached the hunter must release the 
alligator in the most humane method possible. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours 
prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later than 
sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for 
privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent
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publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to 
privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land when 
the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured on a legal 
taking device that is anchored to privately-owned land or held by 
a person on privately-owned land may be dispatched from a floating 
craft on public water. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned 
areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft on 
public water for which the tags are issued.
F. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to 
properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame quadruped breeders.

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application 
to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. Applications 
for alligator tag allotments will be taken annually beginning 
August 1 and ending 10 days after the season opens. Tags will not 
be issued after the 10th day following the season opening date.

(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land 
managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by the 
Department. Landowners, land managers, or their hunters shall 
certify total acreage owned or represented on a form prescribed by 
the Department at the time of application. The location and 
acreage of the property must be provided which includes parish, 
township, range and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized 
document from the landowner verifying their selection to represent 
that landowner and the total acreage represented to obtain hide 
tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by 
the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator hide tags 
shall only be issued in the name of the license holder and are 
nontransferable. A refund will be issued for all unused alligator 
tags which are returned within 15 days following the close of the 
season.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request and receipt of payment to 
the Department at any time at least two weeks prior to scheduled 
harvesting, subject to verification of available stock by 
Department personnel. A refund will be issued for all unused 
alligator tags returned to the Department within 15 days following 
the last day of the year that issued tags are valid.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out 
of season, or at night, or on property other than that for which
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hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and alligators in 
possession shall be confiscated and the violator's alligator 
hunting license shall be revoked. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. A hide tag shall be properly attached and locked using the 
tag's locking device in the alligator's tail immediately upon 
possession by an alligator hunter. Alligator farmers, fur buyers 
and fur dealers may wait until farm raised alligators are skinned 
prior to tagging, but under no circumstances can the tag be 
attached using the locking device more than 48 hours after 
dispatching the alligator. Live or dead farm raised alligators may 
be transported with their accompanying tags from a licensed 
alligator farm to a licensed processing facility, however each 
shipment shall be accompanied with the exact number of alligator 
hide tags. In the event that an alligator tag contains a factory 
defect rendering it unusable for the purpose intended or becomes 
detached from an alligator or hide, the tag must be reattached to 
the tail of the alligator/hide. The Department will be responsible 
for the replacement of reattached tags prior to shipping out-of- 
state or prior to tanning within the state. It shall be unlawful 
to tag or attempt to tag an alligator with a tag that has been 
locked prior to the taking. Locked tags may be replaced upon 
request at the discretion of the Department. The alteration of 
hide tags is strictly prohibited and will result in the 
confiscation of all tags and alligators/hides and the revocation 
of the violator's alligator hunting license. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 
when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 
procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or 
alligator hide by the Buyer/Dealer, they shall notify the 
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge Division within 
24 hours and the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries will place a 
state tagging device on the alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 
hide by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, such 
personnel shall place a state tagging device on the alligator or 
alligator hide.

(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will 
remain in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following the 
placement of the State tagging device until such time as the hide 
tag is located or until December 31st of that year, whichever comes 
first. Upon presentation of the missing hide tag and the 
corresponding Buyer/Dealer record which documents a match between 
the tag number and the alligator/hide being held, and if the 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that such tag
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number has not been previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries shall attach a replacement alligator hide tag.

(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide 
tag following the placement of the State tagging device by the end 
of the allotted time period but is able to identify the tag number 
on a Department of Wildlife & Fisheries issued or approved 
Buyer/Dealer record which documents a match between the tag number 
and the skin being held, and if the Department of Wildlife & 
Fisheries then confirms that subject tag number has not been 
previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries may, in 
its discretion, issue a replacement alligator hide tag.

(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the 
correct hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end of the 
allotted time period shall constitute a violation of this part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator 
or alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described above shall 
constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.
G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Quotas.

1. Open seasons are as follows:
(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the 

wild may be established annually by the Commission at their regular 
July meeting. The Secretary shall be authorized to close, extend, 
delay, or reopen the season as biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators 
at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time 
following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from 
the wild shall be from May 15 through September 1 of each calendar 
year. Violation of this subpart is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

2. The open areas are as follows:
(a) For the general open season, those areas designated 

by the biological staff of the Department as alligator habitat and 
which can sustain an alligator harvest.

(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for
an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest will be
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controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as determined by 
Department personnel. Applicants for public lake hunting must be 
16 years of age or older. Applications must be received at least 
10 days prior to the season opening date. A public drawing will 
be held to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags 
for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag quota for 
each lake and hunter will be established by the biological staff 
of the Department. Alligator tags issued on public lakes and lands 
are nontransferable.

(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be 
taken only under provisions as prescribed by the Department.

(d) The open alligator egg collection season shall be 
those areas designated by the biological staff of the Department 
as alligator habitat which can sustain an egg collection harvest 
and egg quotas will be determined by Department biologists.

3. The daily and season quota is equal to the number of valid 
alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter possesses. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3) 
alligators during the open season. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department 
personnel based on biological data. Alligator hide tag allotments 
will be established prior to issuance of alligator hunting 
licenses.
H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in 
Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached in the tail 
using the locking device as prescribed in Section F, paragraph 5. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels 
from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that have 
died and may hold those alligators in freezers until receipt of the 
requested hide tags or shipping labels. These alligators may be 
held in freezers for a maximum of 60 days prior to disposal. All 
alligators 24 inches and greater in length that die may be skinned 
and tagged with an alligator hide tag within 48 hours of death. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer may
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possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or salted hide 
of an alligator at any time, provided that legally documented 
tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may be possessed 
without license while in transit, or during processing for tanning 
or taxidermy. However, properly tagged and documented alligators 
or hides may be stored at any location at the owner's discretion. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess live alligators 
at any time other than by a permit issued by the Department upon 
request for use in displays and educational purposes, and by 
holders of valid Department issued permits for scientific purposes. 
Live, farm raised alligators and their accompanying alligator hide 
tags may be held for processing by a properly licensed alligator 
skinning facility without a license or permit. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 
licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess alligator eggs 
at any time other than Department permitted Designated Collection 
Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator farmer during 
wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid Department issued 
permit for scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a class 
4 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Any alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by 
the Department shall be returned to the wild under Departmental 
supervision following completion of the research project. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.
I. Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.

1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of 
alligators, may be brought into the state only if the alligators, 
alligator hides or parts of alligators were lawfully taken in 
another state or country and the person, firm or corporation 
bringing the alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or 
alligator parts into the state has obtained written permission from 
the Department. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 
described in Title 56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts 
of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported, or 
brought into the state from another state shall be accompanied by 
documented evidence that they were lawfully taken. Documented 
evidence shall consist of, but not be limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing the 
taking of alligators and tags or other identification required by
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the state or country of origin shall be firmly attached to the 
alligator, alligator hide, or parts of alligators; and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any 
package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or alligator 
parts that specifies type of contents, indicates quantity 
contained, and lists applicable license or permit numbers.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides, alligator eggs, 
and alligator parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may not purchase 
alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a Louisiana licensed alligator hunter, 
licensed alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, or another fur 
buyer.

(c) A licensed fur dealer may purchase whole alligators 
or alligator hides from a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 
alligator farmer, fur buyer or another fur dealer.

(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase live 
alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer (with a 
Department approved Alligator Transfer Authorization Permit) or the 
Department.

(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only 
from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager (with an 
approved Department alligator egg collection permit), or the 
Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase 
alligator parts from a licensed alligator hunter, alligator farmer, 
another alligator parts dealer, or the Department.

(g) A licensed alligator parts retailer may purchase 
finished alligator parts for retail sales.

4. Sales of alligators, alligator eggs, and alligator parts 
are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators, 
alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee during 
the general open season to anyone who may legally purchase.

(b) A licensed alligator farmer may sell alligators, 
alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to anyone who
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may legally purchase. The sale of alligator eggs or live 
alligators shall only occur following the issuance of a Transfer 
Authorization Permit. Application for the permit shall be made at 
least 2 weeks prior to the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to a fur dealer or another fur buyer within the 
confines of the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell whole alligators or 
alligator hides to anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator 
parts, other than hides, to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parts retailer may sell finished 
alligator parts to anyone.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides, 
and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out of 
state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers, fur 
dealers and alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection K of 
these regulations (relating to Report Requirements) provided that 
no live alligators or eggs originating in Louisiana may be exported 
outside of their natural range without specific Department 
authorization and the concurrence of the United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, to be used only for scientific purposes. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator 
eggs, or live alligators. Violation of this part is a class 4 
violation as described in Title 56.
J . Nuisance Alligator Control.

1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the 
Department with proper screening by enforcement personnel in the 
region of appointment. Selection may be based upon recommendations 
received from the local governing body. Applicants with prior 
alligator hunting violations will be rejected.

2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator 
hunter license and are bound by all laws, rules and regulations 
governing alligator hunting with the exception that nuisance 
alligators may be taken at anytime.

3. Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by 
Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.

4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters. 
Nuisance alligator hunters will attempt to catch nuisance
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alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected by the 
Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator captured 
alive to be sold or otherwise disposed of on an alligator farm. 
Alligators and alligator parts taken under these provisions may be 
retained and sold by the nuisance alligator hunter as any other 
legally taken wild alligator or alligator part. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means 
prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with Departmental 
instructions may result in immediate termination of the 
individual's participation in the nuisance alligator program. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.
K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by or approved by the Department must 
be completed and filed with the Department by all persons who have 
been issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's license, fur 
dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's license, nongame 
quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts dealer's license, or 
alligator egg collection permit in accordance with this Subsection. 
Reports shall include but not be limited to the information 
specified in this Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form 
furnished by or approved by the Department at the time of each 
alligator part transaction. These forms shall be submitted to the 
Department at the end of the calendar year.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms shall be 
submitted to the Department within 15 days following the close of 
the season. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department 
within 15 days following the close of the season. Tag fees will 
only be reimbursed during this specific time period.

(d) The Department must be notified of any trophy skins 
not sold to commercial buyers or dealers within 30 days following 
the close of the season, on official forms provided by or approved 
by the Department.

(e) Each licensed alligator hunter selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that person with 
a bill of sale for each transaction.
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(f) All records of commercial transactions involving 
alligator parts by alligator hunters shall be available for 
inspection by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same 
report requirements as a commercial alligator hunter and complete 
any other reports required by the Department. Violation of this 
requirement shall result in immediate termination of nuisance 
alligator hunter status. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department 
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction 
form, furnished by or approved by the Department at the time of 
each alligator parts transaction. These forms shall be submitted 
to the Department along with the annual report. Violation of this 
part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 
Department, for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms shall 
be submitted to the Department within 15 days following the last 
day of the year that issued tags are valid. Lost or stolen tags 
will not be replaced. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.

(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the 
Department within 15 days following the last day of the year that 
issued tags are valid. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

(d) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later 
than December 1, on an official form provided by the Department, 
all activities that have occurred on the farm for the past year 
including but not limited to the number of live alligators as of 
that date, separated by sizes, the number of eggs collected and 
hatched, the purchase and sale of alligators, hides, and parts for 
the past year and the numbers of alligators lost. Failure to 
complete this form properly and completely will result in 
nonrenewal of the nongame quadruped breeder's license. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(e) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator 
parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that person with 
a bill of sale for each transaction. Violation of this part is a 
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
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(f) Each alligator farmer collecting alligator eggs, 
hatching alligator eggs, selling alligators for processing, or 
selling alligator skins shall submit completed forms as provided 
by the Department within 10 days following completion of the 
activity. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

5. Fur buyers, fur dealers, alligator farmers and alligator 
hunters engaged in the business of buying and/or selling whole 
alligators or alligator hides must keep within the state a complete 
record on forms provided by or approved by the Department, all 
purchases and sales of whole alligators or alligator hides as 
described in Title 56, and?

(a) Every fur buyer, fur dealer, alligator farmer or 
alligator hunter having undressed alligator hides in his possession 
shall file with the Department within 60 days of purchase or within 
60 days of tagging or prior to shipping out of state or prior to 
tanning skins in Louisiana, whichever occurs first, a complete 
report, on forms provided by or approved by the Department, a 
detailed description of alligator hides to be shipped or tanned. 
At the time of shipment or prior to tanning, Department personnel 
will inspect hides and replace any broken or reattached tags. 
Department personnel will issue the appropriate number of yellow 
shipping tags, one for each shipment. At that time, Department 
personnel will affix a seal/or locking device to each container and 
if container is reopened by anyone other than Department personnel 
or Federal personnel this action will be considered illegal. In 
conjunction with the inspection and prior to Department issuance 
of shipping tag(s) and seal(s) or locking device(s), Department 
personnel must collect:

(1) All completed buyer/dealer records for skins in
each shipment.

(2) Shipping manifest including each skin in
shipment.

(3) Stub portion of yellow shipping tag completely
filled-out.

(4) Severance tax owed by alligator hunter, 
alligator farmer or fur dealer.

If any of the above requirements are not satisfied, the 
shipment will not be authorized.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling 
alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator hides
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purchased inside and outside the state as described in Title 56. 
Fur dealers in the business of tanning alligator hides must provide 
a monthly report, on forms provided by or approved by the 
Department, of all alligator hides being held in inventory. 
Failure to maintain complete records and to pay the required 
severance tax subjects any dealer to the full penalties provided 
and the immediate revocation of his license by the Department. No 
license shall be issued to a dealer who has not paid the tax for 
the preceding year. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 
as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers acquiring alligator parts, shall 
complete an official alligator parts purchase form at the time of 
each purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator parts, 
shall complete an official alligator parts sale form at the time 
of each sale. These forms shall be furnished by or approved by the 
Department and shall be submitted to the Department annually, no 
later than June 30, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale 
to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator 
parts shall be available for inspection by the Department and shall 
be maintained complete for a period of one year following any 
transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 
Title 56.

8. Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator 
parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each purchase for a period 
of six months after such purchase and these records shall be 
available for inspection by the Department. Violation of this part 
is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
L. Alligator Meat.

1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be 
sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department of 
Health and Hospitals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of Louisiana and sold 
for human consumption must be processed in a licensed facility 
approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals and 
the facility must display a valid permit issued by that agency. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.
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3. All processed alligator meat for sale must be packaged in 
suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator 
meat, marked with a valid Department license number and comply with 
all state and federal packaging and labeling requirements. 
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered 
for sale must meet all of Louisiana's health, processing, packaging 
and labeling requirements. Violation of this part is a class 2 
violation as described in Title 56.
M. Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts 
of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for proper 
management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs, 
or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific 
institution or other institutions that the Department deems have 
need for such alligators, however these institutions cannot sell 
or barter these animals which must be returned to the Department 
at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by 
the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated alligator eggs or live alligators may be sold 
or may be cared for by the Department and released in suitable 
alligator habitat when and where they can survive when appropriate. 
All costs incurred by the Department in the maintenance of these 
eggs and animals in captivity shall be the responsibility of the 
offender and restitution shall be made to the Department. The 
Department may consign confiscated alligators to a licensed farm 
for raising purposes and may compensate the farmer for his expenses 
by transferring ownership to him of a percentage of the confiscated 
alligators; not to exceed 50%.
N. Alligator Egg Collection.

1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit 
between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager who 
owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by Department 
biologists to be capable of producing alligator eggs. The numbers 
of eggs to be collected will be based upon biological management 
criteria and will be determined annually by technical staff of the 
Department. The Department only estimates the numbers of eggs 
available and assumes no responsibility or offers no guarantee that 
those numbers of eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection 
permits may be obtained upon application to the Department on forms 
provided by the Department. The annual deadline for submitting
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applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits is June 1. This 
program is experimental and may be changed at any time based on 
biological data to insure for proper management of the wild 
alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the 
Department provided:

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer and 
meets all applicable requirements in Subsection 0 of these 
regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements).

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg 
collection permit has been presented to the Department.

(c) Department biologists determine the properties 
described on the permit application are indeed alligator nesting 
habitat and can sustain alligator egg collections.

(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary 
signatures from landowners/land managers.

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted 
Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties other 
than those described in the alligator egg collection permit. 
Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 
56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the 
act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess on his 
or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator egg collection 
permit. The designated collection agent must also possess a valid 
designated collection agent permit.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after 
contacting the appropriate regional supervisor of the Enforcement 
Division no less than 24 hours prior to each collection trip.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from 
official sunrise to official sunset and only during the established 
alligator egg collection season and shall not exceed the number on 
his Alligator Egg Collection Permit. Violation of this part is a 
class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected 
and transported in a manner which insures the greatest survival of
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viable eggs as determined by Department biologists. Violation of 
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Failure to hatch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs 
collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of Louisiana's 
natural resources. All alligator egg collection permits shall be 
revoked and no new permits issued should an alligator farmer be 
found to waste the resources of this state for two consecutive 
years.

9. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no 
new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average a 
minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive years.

10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner 
are responsible for the return of the percentage of live alligators 
to the wild described on the alligator egg collection permit. This 
requirement is nontransferable. Minimum return rates will be based 
upon the state average hatching success which is 78%. Each 
alligator shall be returned to the original egg collection area 
within a maximum time of two (2) years from date of hatching. Each 
alligator shall be a minimum of 36" and a maximum of 60" (credit 
will not be given for inches above 60") in size and the returned 
sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The alligator egg 
collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and must 
compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs for 
Department authorized return to the wild alligators; while being 
processed, stored, or transported. The Department shall be 
responsible for supervising the required return of these 
alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is not 
required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered to 
the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being processed 
for wild release. Releases back to the wild will only occur 
between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar year provided 
that environmental conditions as determined by the Department are 
favorable for survival of the released alligators. Should an 
alligator egg collection permittee be unable to release the 
required number of alligators to the wild from his own stock, he 
shall be required to purchase additional alligators from another 
farmer to meet compliance with the alligator egg collection permit 
and these regulations, as supervised by the Department. Department 
sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving survivability 
and return rates are exempt from these requirements during the 
period of the study. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

11. The percentage of alligators to be returned to the wild 
shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators of that 
year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not acceptable for 
release into the wild. It is unlawful for alligators that are to 
be returned to the wild to be transported out of state. Violation 
of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.
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O. Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.
1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's 

or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their premises 
shall show compliance of the following minimum facilities as 
applicable to their particular operation during a required facility 
examination by Department personnel prior to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent 
escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators from outside 
the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate 
to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and facilities. 
This requirement shall be determined by Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within 
the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators to be 
housed on the premises. This requirement will be determined by 
Department personnel.

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through 
adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled- temperature 
environment of a design acceptable to the Department.

(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds 
(environmental chambers) shall be of a design acceptable to the 
Department. Each shed shall maintain a minimum water and air 
temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. Minimum space requirements 
for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for 
each alligator less than 24" in length.

(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required 
for each alligator measuring 25" to 48" in length.

(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be 
required for each additional 6 inches of alligator length for 
alligators above four feet in length.

(f) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design 
acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall maintain a 
water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees fahrenheit during the 
egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and 
regulations pertaining to zoning, construction, health and 
environmental standards and must possess any and all applicable 
permits and licenses.
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(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in a 
suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

2. Following initial issuance of applicable license, all 
applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and Department 
personnel have the authority to inspect any and all of the 
facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the requirements 
shall be a violation of these rules and violators will be given 60 
days to correct the problem. Failure to comply shall result in 
confiscation of all animals and/or closure of all facilities. 
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 
56.

3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an 
alligator nest should house these eggs in an incubator providing 
constant temperature and humidity conditions. All incubators used 
to incubate alligator eggs shall be of a design to allow for 
maximum temperature control and conform to Department requirements 
to allow for the maximum hatching success. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers which 
maintain a minimum water and air temperature of 80 degrees 
fahrenheit year round and containing dry and wet areas of 
sufficient surface area to permit all alligators to partially 
submerge in water. All alligators 48" or less in length shall be 
housed in environmental chambers unless a special permit is issued 
by the Department to move them to outside growth areas. Violation 
of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for all 
alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet in 
length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 
sufficient for partial submersion or exit from water shall be 
provided for each group of alligators held. Violation of this part 
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject 
to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting and 
thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part is a 
class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to 
be moved from a licensed premises without permitting/approval of 
the Department. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.

8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 
shall be cared for under conditions that do not threaten the 
survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the biological
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staff of the Fur & Refuge Division. In making such determination, 
Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take into consideration 
sanitary conditions, temperature control, feeding, overcrowding and 
other conditions which effect the survival of alligator eggs and 
alligators. If the biological staff of the Fur & Refuge Division 
determines that the survival of any alligator egg or alligator is 
threatened due to the conditions on an alligator farm, the 
Department shall notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the 
farmer with 60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails 
to take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall have 
the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or alligator which 
remains under conditions that threaten the survival of such 
alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of such alligator egg or 
alligator as the Department deems necessary. Violation of this 
part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.
P. Exceptions.

1. The Department or an authorized representative of the 
Department may take by any means and possess alligators or parts 
of alligators while in the performance of official duties.

2. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing 
an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the lives 
of others. Alligators killed under this provision must be reported 
to the Department within 24 hours.
Q. Penalty for Violation.

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator 
trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
finds that public welfare imperatively requires emergency action 
when the provisions of these regulations are violated.

2. In addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators 
may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56 and under 
Federal law.

3. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules 
and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may 
result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all alligator 
licenses/permits held by the violator and, as further penalty, for 
serious, repeat, or multiple violations, the Department shall have 
the right to deny a violator any and all licenses/permits relating 
to alligators for a period not to exceed three (3) years.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115, 
259, 261, 262, 263 and 280.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 16:1070
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(December 1990), Amended L.R. 17:892 (September 1991), Amended L.R. 
19: (February 1993).

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Information on the Wild Louisiana Stamp Program was requested 
by Mr. Hugh Bateman to be removed from the agenda and added to the 
March agenda. As a note to this item, the Oversight Committee did 
approve the proposed Rule on the Wild Louisiana Stamp and Print 
Program.

A Notice of Intent for Black Bass Regulations on Caddo Lake 
and Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement was next discussed by Mr. 
Bennie Fontenot. The request was to drop the 14 inch minimum on 
Caddo Lake and institute a 14 to 17 inch slot, 10 daily take^with 
no more than 4 over 17 inches. Mr. Fontenot further mentioned the _ 
Notice of Intent for Toledo Bend was only to remove Caddo Lake

_the reciprocal agreement. Chairman Jones asked the basic
reasoning behind the change. Mr. Fontenot informed the Commission 
that Texas was in full agreement with changing the 14 inch minimum 
and putting a slot limit on Caddo Lake, but Texas' slot limit would 
be from 14 to 18 inches with a 3 fish limit per day, whereas 
Louisiana was requesting a slot of 14 to 17 inches. Then Mr. Gary 
Tilyou gave a slide presentation to the Commission showing the 
reasons for what was being proposed. These reasons included the ^  
harvest of spotted bass; [^reduce the numbef^of 10 m e n  and 12 inctT
largemouth bass through harves£^_and try to increase the number of 
fish 14 inches and over. s

%

Questions from Commissioner Jenkins include<^-what percent of 
Caddo Lake is in Texas and LouisianaJ _ip\When sampling, the samples 
had only native bass and no Florida Bass and if Texas is sampling 
Florida bass for the difference in the growth rates'^ ^re there any 
Florida bass in Caddo Lake and why they do not^show up in 
Louisiana's samples/ have the Florida bass' lack of moving far been 
found to be true in—  other lakes where they had been stocked. 
Chairman Jones inquired if there was a clearly defined line between 
Texas and Louisiana for enforcement purposes^and if a boat wasenforcement purposes*^- and 
fishing in a certain spot^can it be checked by enforcement
personnel from Texas and Louisiana? Commissioner Mialjevich asked 
if what was being proposed was for the betterment of the majority 
of people in Louisian^-and then mentioned he had no problem with 
different regulations on the same lake. Chairman Jones asked for 
public comments and received nonef—  then roqugsfeed' what action' 
needed to be taken. Mr. Fontenot informed that the Notice of 
Intent for Toledo Bend, which would pull Caddo Lake out of these
regulations, needed to be passed firs^and then appreve’̂ Ehe Notice' 
of Intent for Caddo Lake. Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to 
accept the Notice of Intent for Toledo Bend and was seconded by 
Commissioner Mialjevich. This action passed unanimously. Then 
Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to accept the Notice of Intent

V

33



for black bass regulations on Caddo Lake and was seconded by 
Commissioner Mialjevich. This action also passed unanimously.

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal 
Agreement is made a part of the 
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
advertises its intent to amend the joint Louisiana/Texas Toledo 
Bend and Caddo Lake Sportfishing Reciprocal Agreement.

Title 76
Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 
Section 110. Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

The daily creel limit, (daily take), for black bass 
(Microoterus spp. ) is set at eight fish and the minimum total 
length is set at 14 inches in Toledo Bend Reservoir. The 
possession limit shall be the same as the daily take on water and 
twice the daily take off water.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325(c), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 14:548 (August 
1988), Amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), Amended LR 17:1123 (November 
1991), Amended LR 19: .

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 
rule to Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

(The full text of the Notice of 
Intent for Caddo Lake is made 
a part of the record.)
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NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 
advertises its intent to adopt the following rule on black bass 
(Microoterus spp.) in Caddo Lake located in Caddo Parish, 
Louisiana.

Title 76
Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 
Section 167. Black Bass Regulations, Caddo Lake

Harvest regulations for black bass (Microoterus spp. ) on Caddo 
Lake located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana are as follows:

Size limit: 14 inch-17 inch slot
Daily take: 10 fish of which no more than 4 fish

may exceed 17 inches maximum total 
length.

Possession limit: On Water - Same as daily take.
Off Water - Twice the daily take.

A 14-17 inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or 
possess a black bass whose maximum total length is between 14 
inches and 17 inches, both measurements inclusive.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25)(a), 325 (C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 19:

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 
rule to Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division, 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 
70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman
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Final Ratification of Special Bait Dealer's Permit was given 
by Mr. Brandt Savoie. The Notice of Intent was issued back in the 
'STTp^have received no comments and no changes have been made to 
the original Notice of Intent. Commissioner Mialjevich asked if 
there was a limit discussed on the daily catchf— if there was a 
limit on the number of times a vessel could go out a day^Cif there ^
were ever any violatidnS^roafite^if there we^'^iTTrtffi'E^dnxhe number 
of licenses issued or the number of permits issued for a bait shog/?—  
do their sales records compensate for the number of permits they 
have^-how many years has this program existed^vand if there are any 
problems,&this issue (gar& be brought back before the Commission:
Then Commissioner Mialjevich requested that the program be watched 

-^dToSeiy-andlfhe be kept informed of any violations that may occur 
in the future^/Ssked if there was a tow time limit, and if <a@fother 
live fish that could be used for bait could be kept. Chairman 
Jones asked for public comments and received none, then asked Mr.
Savoie to read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. Commissioner Jenkins moved to adopt the Resolution, 
seconded by Commissioner Mialjevich and passed unopposed.

(The full text of the Resolution 
and Rule is made a part of the 
record.)

RESOLUTION
RULES FOR THE SPECIAL BAIT DEALERS PERMITS

WHEREAS, the Special Bait Dealers Program is undergoing 
significant changes in this state, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Legislature has authorized the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the rules for 
the Special Bait Dealers Program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the final rule for the 
Special Bait Dealers Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize and delegate to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
the authority to take any and all necessary steps on 
behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate 
these regulations and the final rule.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the complete contents of the final 
rule establishing regulations for the Special Bait 
Dealers Program is attached to and made part of this 
resolution.
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Bert H. Jones, Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Joe L. Herring, Secretary 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950), and R. S . 56:497(C), the Louisiana 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the rules and 
regulations for a special bait dealer's permit which will allow the 
taking of live bait shrimp by qualified permit holders during the 
closed season between the spring and fall shrimp seasons.

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

Section 329. Special Bait Dealer's Permit

A. Policy

The special bait dealer's permit is intended solely for the 
benefit of the recreational fishing public which desires to use 
live shrimp as bait during the closed season between the spring and 
fall shrimp seasons. Its purpose is to allow the uninterrupted 
operation of those commercial establishments which sell live bait 
shrimp to the fishing public during the spring and fall shrimp 
season. The permit is not intended for the direct use of 
recreational fishermen, charter boats, commercial fishermen who 
sell dead shrimp, or for any other entity which may wish to catch 
shrimp for their own use during the closed season.

B. Application

1. Applications for the special bait dealer's permit will 
be accepted from January 1 through April 30 of each year. All 
applications should be mailed to the department via certified mail.

2. Applications will be accepted only from the owner of an 
existing business which sells or plans to sell live bait to 
recreational fishermen.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
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3. Applications must be made on forms provided by the 
department; all information requested must be provided before the 
application will be processed.

4. Applicants must show proof of having acquired all 
necessary licenses and permits before the permit will be issued. 
This includes, if relevant, boat registration, vessel license, gear 
license, commercial fishing licenses, and name of fisherman; 
wholesale/retail dealers license, state sales tax number, and a 
copy of the applicant's and the fisherman's valid drivers license. 
A background check for wildlife violations of the applicant and the 
fisherman will be made. Conviction of any Class II or greater 
wildlife violation may be grounds for denial of application.

5. Applicant must post a $1,000 cash bond or surety bond 
before the permit is issued. If using a surety bond, these bonds 
must be issued through a bonding company or an insurance company. 
This bond will be forfeited if the permittee, his employee, or his 
contractor violates any provision of the rules and regulations 
concerning the special bait dealer's permit or if the permittee, 
his employee, or his contractor violates any commercial fishing law 
or regulation while operating under the permit. Property bonds are 
not acceptable.

6. Before the permit is issued an agent of the department 
must inspect the facilities of the applicant and verify that the 
applicant is operating a commercial establishment which sells live 
shrimp to the fishing public for use as bait, and that the 
applicant does have facilities to maintain live shrimp. Notice to 
the public must be posted that live bait shrimp are available for 
sale. The applicant must have onshore facilities, including tanks 
with a minimum capacity of 500 gallons, available to hold live 
shrimp. These tanks must have provisions for aeration and/or 
circulation of the water in which live shrimp are held prior to 
sale. In determining total tank capacity of onshore facilities, 
the agent shall not count any tank with a capacity of less than 50 
gallons.

7. Only the applicant, his designated employee, or his 
contractor may operate under the permit. If the applicant has a 
contract with another party who will supply live bait shrimp to 
him, he must provide the department written evidence of the 
agreement. At the time of application, the applicant will specify 
who will be working under the permit. Should these persons change, 
the applicant will notify the department in the manner specified 
by the permit before the new vessel or persons operate under the 
permit. The permit is not transferrable to any other person or 
vessel without previous notification to the department in the 
manner specified by the permit. The entire original permit must 
be carried on the vessel while in operation.
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8♦ Vessel operations under this permit shall be limited to 
areas specified by the permittee as stipulated in his application.

C. Operations

1. Only the vessel listed in the permit can be used with the 
permit. Live wells, aeration tanks, and other vessel facilities 
to maintain live shrimp must be carried on or built into this 
vessel; it must be used for both taking and transporting the live 
shrimp. The vessel must have a minimum of one compartment or tank 
with a capacity of 50 gallons. No other vessel may be used under 
the permit. Signs which identify the vessel as working under the 
special bait dealer's permit shall be posted on the vessel. These 
signs shall be visible from either side of the vessel and from the 
air? the word "BAIT" and the permit number shall be placed on these 
signs in letters at least 12 inches high.

2. Permitted gear is limited to one (1) trawl not to exceed 
25 feet along the cork line 33 feet along the lead line. This is 
the only gear which can be used or carried aboard the permitted 
vessel while the vessel is operating under the permit; no other 
commercial fishing gear may be on the vessel when it is being used 
under permit.

3. No dead shrimp may be aboard the vessel while it is 
operating under the permit. All dead shrimp and all other 
organisms caught while taking live bait shrimp must be immediately 
returned to the water. Shrimp dying in onshore holding facilities 
may be sold for bait use only, in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in 
weight.

4. Bait shrimp may be taken only from sunrise to sunset; no 
night fishing is allowed under this permit.

5. The entire original permit must be in the possession of 
the person operating the vessel while it is engaged in taking 
shrimp under the terms of the permit.

6. Each time the permit is used the permittee must notify 
the department in the manner specified by the permit. Before the 
vessel departs the dock under the permit, the department must be 
advised of the time of departure and the general location in which 
trawling will take place? immediately after the permitted vessel 
returns to the dock the department must be notified of the time of 
return.

7. The permittee shall maintain an up-to-date record of the 
activities conducted under permit on forms provided by the 
Department for that purpose. These forms shall be available for 
inspection by agents of the department upon request by said agents. 
In addition, any agent of the department shall be allowed to make 
an on site inspection of any facilities operating under the permit,
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at any time. Permittee will submit to the department, not later 
than September 1, the record of shrimp harvested under the permit.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R. S .
56:497(C).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210, (April 
1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19: (February 1993).

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

A Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent for Red
Snapper was the next item discussed by Mr. Harry Blanchet. He _
reminded the Commission of a Declaration of EmergencyypassBd^fast 
month to delay the opening of the commercial red snapper season 
until February 16, 1993. The National Marine Fisheries Service has^^-^ 
approved regulations for federal waters for the 1993 fishing yeare^^ 
which include a red snapper endorsement. The Gulf Council has 
requested Louisiana to implement a rule which would be 
complimentary to federal waters. This rule is only for the 1993 
calendar year.

Commissioner Jenkins asked why the Notice of Intent should 
have a date on it for the calendar year 199g%vand if there is an 
expiration date, /'yoiî would/ have to come back with a new rule 7 

A UJ  Commissioner Jenkins m a d e a  motion to accept the Declaration of
f t *--- EtnergencyT/ to file the Notice of Intent on the red snapper fisher^^

and then read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution. This motion was seconded by Commissioner Schneider. 
Chairman Jones asked for public comments.

Mr. Allen Braud commented he was a crab fisherman and was 
thinking of getting into the red snapper fishery. He went to 
Fourchon and Leeville and noticed most of the fishermen were from 
Florida, Texas and Georgia and mentioned that Louisiana fishermen 
have not been able to fish red snapper for the past 3 years and 
thus can not get the red snapper endorsement.

Commissioner Jenkins commented that the red snapper rules for A k f ^  
the EEZ are the same throughout the Gulf,Tthe"Commission can not 
do much about people from other states coming to Louisiana and 
ishinctff/there are a number of federal rules and regulations that 

all^rhaSy to follow which have been argued many times. Then he 
stated that the problem was^how can you take a limited number of 
fish and fix it to where the fishermen can make a living from it? 
Commissioner Cormier asked if there were any commercial fishermen 
in Louisiana that;'does qualify for this endorsement^- if the 
number of fishermen from Louisiana is because of the moratorium on 
red snappe^Jllooking into the future, can more Louisiana commercial 
fishermen qualify? Commissioner Jenkins stated that the National
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Marine Fisheries Service would probably end up with individual 
transferable quotas which will produce a very limited entry.

Mr. Ted Loupe informed/commissioner Cormier of the history 
behind red snappe^ch&stsry^stating that Florida boats have been 
coming to Louisiana since before there were oil rigs in the Gulf. 
One of the biggest problem with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service has been with the landings fjrom these boats from Florida 
unloading their catch in Florida. y p k e n ~agreed with Commissioner 
Cormier that it will be hard for anyone from Louisiana to get a 
permit.

Commissioner Jenkins asked Mr. Loupe if he thought this was 
true for all the states in the Gul^_and not just Louisiana. 
Commissioner Mialjevich asked how much snapper fishery is in 
Louisiana territorial waters^-if the people in the snapper business 
are satisfiedT^and then commented he felt the smaller boats were 
being discriminated against. Commissioner Mialjevich then asked 
if "for the 1993 year only" would be inserted. Chairman Jones 
asked where the insertion would be put. Commissioner Mialjevich 
remarked he would like to see it added because of convenience more 
than anything else. Commissioner Jenkins amended the original 
motion to include the 1993 year and was seconded by Commissioner 
Schneider. The motion passed unanimously.

(The full text of the 
Resolution, Declaration of 
Emergency and Notice of Intent 
is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

COMMERCIAL TRIP LIMITS FOR RED SNAPPER

WHEREAS, red snapper are managed under the Federal Fishery 
Management Plan for the Reef Fishes of the Gulf of 
Mexico, and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Commerce has approved emergency 
regulations establishing trip limits for the commercial 
harvest of red snapper in the Federal waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is 
presently undertaking action to extend these regulations 
for Federal waters for the remainder of the 1993 fishing 
year, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and 
National Marine Fisheries Service have requested that the 
various Gulf states adopt regulations compatible with
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those contained in the emergency regulations and proposed 
extensions, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission under the 
authority of R.S. 56:326.3 is empowered to set possession 
and daily take limits based on biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, revisions to the existing rules are possible without 
jeopardizing the biological integrity of the affected 
stocks, and

WHEREAS, technical analyses by staff of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council has determined that the proposed 
measures will extend the length of the red snapper 
commercial season and provide benefits to the fishery,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does adopt a Declaration of Emergency and 
express notice of intent to adopt permanent rules 
concerning commercial trip limits for red snapper in 
Louisiana waters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the complete contents of the 
Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent 
establishing commercial trip limits for red snapper are 
attached to and made part of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize and delegate to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
the authority to take any and all necessary steps on 
behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate 
these regulations and the final rule, including but not 
limited to the filing of the Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statements, the Notice of Intent, and preparation of 
reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government.

Bert H. Jones, Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of Wildlife
Commission & Fisheries

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
does hereby give notice of intent to promulgate a Rule establishing 
possession limits for commercial harvest of red snapper, as part

42



of the existing rule for daily take, possession, and size limits 
for reef fishes set by the Commission. Authority for adoption of 
this Rule is included in R.5.56:6(25)(a) and 56:326.3. Said Rule 
is attached to and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery

Section 335. Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by 
Commission, Reef Fish

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 
adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the harvest of 
snapper, grouper, sea basses, jewfish, and amberjack within and 
without Louisiana's territorial waters:

Species

1. Red Snapper

2. Queen, mutton, 
schoolmaster, blackfin, 
cubera, gray, dog, mahogany, 
silk, yellowtail snappers, 
and wenchman

3. All groupers

4. Greater amberjack

Recreational Baa Limits

7 fish per person per day

10 fish per person per day, 
(in aggregate)

5 fish per person per day (in 
aggregate)

3 fish per person per day

B. All persons who do not possess a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources are limited to the 
recreational bag limit.

C. A person subject to a bag limit may not possess during a 
single day, regardless of the number of trips or the duration of 
a trip, any reef fish in excess of the bag limits.

D. For charter vessels and headboats as defined in Federal 
Regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol. 55, No. 14, there 
will be an allowance for up to two daily bag limits on multi-day 
trips provided the vessel has two licensed operators aboard as 
required by the U.S Coast Guard for trips of over 12 hours, and 
each passenger is issued and has in possession a receipt issued on 
behalf of the vessel that verifies the length of the trip.
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E. Those persons possessing a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources, who do not possess a 
red snapper endorsement on that permit are limited to a daily take 
and possession limit of 200 (two hundred) pounds per vessel.

F. Those persons possessing a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources, who do possess a red 
snapper endorsement on that permit are limited to a daily take and 
possession limit of 2,000 (two thousand) pounds per vessel.

G. Paragraphs E and F above,
December 31, 1993.

are effective until midnight,

H. Species Minimum Size Limits

1. Red Snapper 13 inches total length

2 . Gray, mutton and 
yellowtail snapper

12 inches total length

3. Lane and Vermillion 
snapper

8 inches total length

4. Red, gag, black, 
yellowfin and nassau 
grouper

20 inches total length

5. Jewfish 50 inches total length

6. Greater amberjack 28
36

inches fork length (recreational) 
inches fork length (commercial)

7. Black seabass 8 inches total length

I. 
NO.

Federal regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol. 55, 
14, defines charter vessels and headboats as follows:

1. Charter vessel means a vessel whose operator is licensed 
by the U . S . Coast Guard to carry six or fewer paying passengers and 
whose passengers fish for a fee. A charter vessel with a permit 
to fish on a commercial quota for reef fish is under charter when 
it carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more 
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

2. Headboat means vessel whose operator is licensed by the 
U.S. Coast Guard to carry seven or more paying passengers and whose 
passengers fish for a fee. A headboat with a permit to fish on a 
commercial quota for reef fish is operating as a headboat when it
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carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more 
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June, 
1990), amended LR 19: .

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed 
rule to Harry Blanchet, Marine Fish Division, Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 no 
later than 4:30 p.m., Monday, May 10, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Mr. Ron Dugas presented a Declaration of Emergency on_ 
Calcasieu Oyster Limits. A resolution/to raise the^daiiy taxe tor' 
oyster fishermen on the public tonging reefs in Calcasieu Lake from 
10 sacks to 15 sacks.//Data from the stock assessment taken before 
the season opend^aw found there was a tremendous supply in 
Calcasieu Lake. The fishing pressure and production has only been 
1/3 of what it should have bee^commented Mr. Dugas.

Commissioner Jenkins inquired if the grounds were private or 
public and what was the primary reason for production being low? 
Commissioner Vujnovich remarkedrwith^the price of oysters today,- 
it does not pay for a person to go fish, and knew-that- the sale; 
of oysters were down^just as was everything else. Then
Commissioner Vujnovich inade a motion to accept the Declaration of 
Emergency for the 1992-93 season, seconded by Commissioner Jenkins. 
Chairman Jones read the Therefore Be It Resolved portion of the 
Resolution and asked for public comments. None were received. The 
motion passed unanimously.

-«
%

(The full text of the Resolution 
and Declaration of Emergency is 
made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION

CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER SEASON

WHEREAS, the Department assessed the resource and there was an 
above average supply; and

WHEREAS, there has been a reduced amount of fishing pressure due 
to reduced oyster prices and public health closures; and
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WHEREAS, because of the reassessment of the water quality data, 
the health department has issued new more restrictive 
closures ? and

WHEREAS, Revised Statute 56:25(A) authorizes the Commission to 
regulate quota limits, and Revised Statute 56:435.1 
allows the Commission to regulate both the season and 
daily quota limits because of health closures.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission increases the daily quota limit from 10 sacks 
to 15 sacks per day for the Calcasieu Public Oyster 
Grounds for the remainder of the 1992-93 oyster season.

Bert H. Jones, Chairman Joe L. Herring, Secretary
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries Louisiana Department of Wildlife
Commission & Fisheries

DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S. 56:25(A) and R.S. 56:435.1, notice is hereby 
given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that 
imminent peril to the public welfare exists and hereby adopts the 
following emergency rule:

There will be an increase in the oyster fishing quota 
regulation from 10 daily sacks to 15 sacks allowed daily for 
Calcasieu Lake for the remainder of the 1992-93 oyster season.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman

Mr. Don Puckett began the discussion on Fossil Shell 
Extraction Lease for the Louisiana Dredging Company. 
Representatives of Louisiana Dredging Company approached the 
Department to request a reduction in the bond amount from $2.4 
million to $1.6 million. Mr. Puckett introduced Mr. Richard Koen 
from Louisiana Dredging Company to answer questions from the 
Commission. Mr. Koen updated the Commission^saying that the first 
year has been completed and the $800,000 minimum royalty has been X ^  
paid. The new bond would {/secured "flfom ~a--dTf ferent company than 
where the present was from. This new company would be rated equal 
to or better than the present company. Commissioner Jenkins stated 
he had no problem with the request from Louisiana Dredging and 
moved the Commission approve the request. Commissioner Mialjevich
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seconded the motion. Commissioner Gisclair wondered if the 
Company's intention was to come back next year and have the bond 
reduced to $800,000. Chairman Jones reiterated the motion that was 
made and seconded and then called for a vote. The motion passed 
unanimously.

fft

Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update computer printouts were
provided by Ms. Wynnette Kees to the Commission. She pointed out >̂> 
that the report was very routin^)/lia3^as^HSSeg^ror tne month of"" 
January^about $35,000 in civil assessment^y_payments collected 
amounted to $7,40O^-and the enforcement agents^are using the new 
civil restitution books. Commissioner Jenkins inquired about the 
negative numbers on the report. Chairman Jones asked about the 
collection procedures. Commissioner Jenkins inquired on particular 
cases that the Commission had been followincj^then on the case in 
WTnn ParisS^Lf civil restitutions had been iriade, then asked for a 
breakdown or the assessments on that case. Chairman Jones wondered 
if the redfish case had gone away^and then Commissioner Jenkins 
asked why the violator had never paid his assessment.

5k

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for January was given by 
Col. Winton Vidrine. The following numbers of citations were 
issued during the month of January.

Region I - Minden - 40 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 72 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 64 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 87 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 177 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 105 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 448 citations.

Region VIII - New Orleans - 201 citations. Commissioner Mialjevich 
wondered why the 13 sacks of oysters were destroyed.

Region IX - Houma - 175 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 45 citations. The Oyster Strike Force, 
Statewide Strike Force, Region VIII agents and the two offshore 
boats were sent to the Lake Borgne area because of complaints 
received. A total of 48 citations were issued in 2 davs. 46 were 
from out-of-state and 2 were teULouisiana resident^/amd^lO sacks “  
of oysters were seized.

Statewide Strike Force - 63 citations.
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Offshore Boats - 8 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month 
of January was 1,285.

Commissioner Mialjevich wondered what area the 990 pounds of 
shrimp were seized fronw^ were they residents or non-residents
shrimping#!then requested that the  ̂North/Shore__of the Chandeleur--
Islands ^e watched closely^ and^"ihaTly^asked how gill nets were 
licensed? Commissioner Vujnovictf'commented that he has seen gill 
netters tie three nets togethepvand wondered if it counted as one 
net. Then Commissioner Vujnovich thanked the Enforcement Division 
for the fast action taken on the oyster violations and requested 
this continue. Commissioner Jenkins asked if records on Operation a al^ Z  
Game Thief calls were kep^L was it ̂ being utilize^-Twas^ anything 
being done to publicize the service^ and\rthen commented- he' wourd 
like to see if there was a way to get more people to use the 
service. Then Commissioner Jenkins requested a report be given 
periodically on the Operation Game Thief service^- therT' inquired 
into the redfish interstate commerce case and the circumstances 
behind itu the Mississippi quota for redfish, does Louisiana keep 
tract of’'the number of pounds of fish brought in from Mississippi, 
if the number of pounds hauled into Louisiana can be compared to 
Mississippi quota figures,ytherf^commentedthat Mississippi would 
be closing their fishery based on Louisiana reporting^? af$a 

£  suggested contacting Alabama and other states to find out how much 
fish have entered those states from Mississippi.

One last question from Commissioner Jenkins referred to the 
^disposition of the Winn Parish case. Then Chairman Jones asked 
/̂Secretary^Herrina if the resolution to__£he District Attorney was 

recognized as having~been received/ if the Department was satisfied 
with the way this case had been handledffi)ban theT D.A. assess fines 
or is a judge the only one that can assess fine&fJfwhat is a pre- y
trial intervention and where is it used? Commissioner Cormier gave 
a further explanation of what pre-trial intervention was and how 
it was used. Chairman Jones inquired what prosecuting a case like , 
this would do to offenses down the road,YTTF it would nave an affect 
on how many there would be down the road. Commissioner Cormier 
questioned if the Department was properly handling the case, 
evidence and etc^with Secretary Herring mentioning discrepancies 
being looked into. Chairman Jones remarked that a person from the 
Attorney General's office had already looked at the case and found 
it to be very prosecutable. The only problem that has occurred is 
it will not make its way to the judicial system. Chairman Jones 
then inquirecjxsghat would the first offense fines total for the 27 
violationsj /

Commissioner Gisclair asked what was the intention of the 
chair as far as the agenda went? Commissioner Mialjevich turned 
the discussion to the Operation Game Thief service and asked that 
the telephone number be distributed to the commercial industry.
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Chairman Jones felt that the Department had done a good job in 
citing violators and\ the need for these cases to get to the 
judicial system.

Mr. Donald Kinnair, President of the Plaquemines Parish Oyster 
Association, commented on a problem in the Lake Borgne and 
Mississippi Sound area with Mississippi boats coming in and fishing 
the reefs and going back to Mississippi. Then he requested that 
enforcement keep putting the pressure on the Mississippi fishermen.

Mr. A1 Sunseri, owner of an oyst^rdealership in New Orleans, 
asked if enforcement could help with the legality of the 
Mississippi dealers getting Lduisiana oysters and bringing them 
back to Mississippi. A question wasu_do these fishermen have to 
abide by Louisiana rules?aad clarification was needed as to exactly 
what the law reads. Mr. Sincere thanked the Enforcement Division 
for the help on the recent oyster case.

The Red Drum Report was the next topic and discussion began 
with Mr. John Roussel giving a brief history of the report. 
Section 6 of Title 56 and also House Concurrent Resolution 277 of 
1991 requires the Commission report to the Legislature annually-on—  
the status of red drum. Three separate issues (t^mt— should be ^  
addressed: 1) biological condition profile and stock assessment;
2) the total allowable catch with probable allocations scenarios; 
and 3) a detailed explanation of whether or not gamefish status 
should be continued. The Department staff prepared a report for 
the Commission to consider in fulfilling this obligation. Then 
Mr. Roussel introduced Mr. Joey Shepard to review the stock 
assessment and the characterization of the current status of the 
stock. Mr. Joey Shepard began his presentation at this time 
explaining the graphs and charts that are in the report.

Commissioner Jenkins asked'why purse seines could not cause 
particular age groups to be misfing from the catch? if a purse 
seine could target a certain size fishj what does the 'decline in 
catch effort say for the years 1990 through 1992 and from 1987 
through 1989? ̂ nd^if the decline in 1988 through 1989 was due to 
the freeze? Commissioner Gisclair inquired^ in the years 1990 and 
1991? the testing was more sophisticated. Commissioner
Schneider questioned that^without actually sampling the offshore 
waters, there is no way''7 to know which scenario is accurate. 
Commissioner Jenkins asked if the National Marine Fisheries Service 
was not going to do an assessment in 199^— and what was the 
difference between what the Department was recommending the 
National Marine Fisheries Service do and what will be done this
year? Commissioner Jenkins then commented that the basic____
recommendation was was— fio increase in current fishery ^
mortality on red drum. Chairman Jones asked when the report was 
to be presented to the legislature.

Commissioner Jenkins asked if the report had peer review.
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Mr. Roy Trahan asked if what Mr. Roussel was trying to say w a s _ ^ ,  
that they do not have any more fish now than they had five yeargfT^/ 
Mr. Roussel advised that it was just the opposite, that there were 

/flMtytremendously more fish and the recovery of the stock has been 
rapid. The uncertainty has been with where the Department was when 
the recovery started.

Commissioner Schneider stated^\if we had not done anything, we 
would not have any fish, but asked if what we did do was weaHCTfZ 
Commissioner Jenkins stated that was the case in all fishery 
decline business. Chairman Jones asked for questions from the 
Commission. Commissioner Gisclair asked if the report to be 
submitted to the legislature had to have peer review.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked for an explanation to the 
statement, "if there was complete compliance with the current bag 
limit, an allocation of approximately 60,000 fish to the commercial 
fishery would be possible under Scenario 1 and approximately
125,000 fish under Scenario g^jwithout any change in the current 
daily bag limit". He then stated thatf-if the recreational bag 
limit was strictly enforced, there would be a harvestable amount 
of fish for the commercial industry.

Commissioner Jenkins asked about a recreational survey being 
conducted/ if it was a federal survey, if the state had a current 
recreational survey^vand if there were any plans for one in the 
future; He then proceeded to ask)/when they interview a fishermap^v ^  
do they ask how many redfish he caught, how many he caught ana 
killed or caught and released or just caught, andkwhen using these 
numbers, you are actually using fish that were caught and killed.

Commissioner Schneider asked why something was not done back 
in the 70's and then commented he wanted to be sure we did not have 
another crisis like we just went through or are going through. . ,
Commissioner Jenkins then askecy<if the juvenile fish would- have 
been checked at that time, would you have known that they were 
gone? Commissioner Schneider questionet|y>-in order to gain 
confidenc^what exactly will need to be done,'now much time elapses 
between the taking of the fishf

Chairman Jones asked for public comments.

_____ Mr. Tee Roy Bourg said^if the sportfisherman would not get
over the limit^BRd there would be enough for commercial fishermen 
to harvest, why not let the commercial fishermen catch the fish and 
make a living off of itT

Mr. Jim Bourge commented the only thing he requested was that 
the Commission take into account the provisions of Act 708, that 
anything that will be recommended should be in a fair and equitable 
manner to everybody.
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uas
An unidentified person stated that there a need for a

commercial fishery to prove the numbers of fish being caught. Then 
he added^why not have an allocation and check these fish and get 
your proper year classes/

Commissioner Mialjevich asked if fishermen would be allowed 
an allocation for commercial fishing and it was feasibly possible, 
would they be willing to take observers on the boats? did you read 
the report? wondered who did receive the report^and then asked if 
copies could be distributed to the people! z

Chairman Jones commented the report was prepared for the 
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission. Commissioner Jenkins 
stated that this was a Commission action, and until the Commission 
accepts the report, there is no report. Then he requested, in the 
future, getting this report a little earlier and commented the 
Commission should try to get the legislature to change the 
requirement from March 1st to April or May. Commissioner Schneider 
also commented the report was a lot better than last year and thank^ 
the staff.

Commissioner Mial jevich requested that, in the future, 
the public with an opportunity to view pertinent documents that 
will be discussed before the meeting.

Mr. Henry Mouton commented about recreational fishermen
exceeding the bag limit,I/that there will always be a few bad app 
in every tree.

Mr. Roy Trahan remarked Mr. Mouton was right about the bad 
apples^but compared the differences in fines for recreational 
violators and commercial violators. He then asked the Commission 
to reach an agreement where both recreational and commercial 
fishermen could benefit.

Mr. Ted Loupe wondered how long^wouldVit/)take before the fish 
start affecting our crab and our shrimp industry if we allow these 
fish to keep coming. Commissioner Jenkins asked, if year's ago 
before anybody knew what a redfish was,('"there apparently were a Tot 
of redfish, do you think the redfish affected the shrimp and crab 
crops back then, when they were plentiful? Mr. Loupe responded he 
felt it did and then asked/i if vou cret rid of all the commercial

Commissioner Mial jevich inquire^ what are the fish 
eating^has there been a study on how^much shrimp or crabs these 
fish dat per day^-and if we are bordering on upsetting the balance 
of nature.' /



Commissioner Cormier commented he heard a redfish eats 1/2 of 
its weight in shrimp and crabs per day and then said that the 
public should have access to this information.

Mr. Dave LeJeune mentioned he has seen a 3 or 4 pound redfish 
with close to a pound of shrimp in it and felt the fish are eating 
a lot of the crab and shrimp.

bhat
Mr. Ted Loupe suggested asking for a limited commercial 

fishery of a couple hundred thousand pounds so the staff can better 
assess the stock. Commissioner Jenkins commented this fish was a 
game fish and the Commission could not do that. Then Mr. Loupe 
asked the Commission to recommend to the legislature the removal 
of gamefish status. Commissioner Jenkins read what the law said 
and the portion of the report that pertains to gamefish status. 
Mr. Loupe again asked if the Commission could not recommend to the 
legislature to remove gamefish status. Commissioner Jenkins stated 
that the item could be put on an agenda for discussion.

Mr. Harry Brown from Cameron, Louisiana askecUif one fish was 
taken away from the recreational people and /applied to the 
commercial harvest, how many fish would there be? Then Mr. Brown 
continued with asking the Commission to consider the possibility 
of taking 2 fish from the recreational fisherman and giving these 
to the commercial fisherman, j/you would have about^TOO, 000̂  fish. ^

Mr. Steve Keffe, Jr. a practicing CPA spoke next. Comments 
Mr. Keffe made were, in the future, put ”Draft for discussion 
purposes only" on reports such as this one so it can be discussed; 
and the Commission does have the authority to recommend or not 
recommend that gamefish status remain. Then Mr. Keffe polled each 
Commission member as to his understanding of their authority.

Commissioner Jenkins advised that this was a public comment 
period, not a question and answer period.

d h a J j3 n a fr -^ tm e s ^ -a e k e d ^ fo r Î e th e r---p u b rtc -e© B B tten ts -<___^

Mr. Henry Truelove asked Mr. Herring about the status of the
Marine Finfish Panel he was appointed to serve on. Then Mr. ___
Truelove read a resolution which asked the CommissionrSirect the 
Department staff to develop a plan to implement a commercial 
haxvest of red drunnhased- and to encourage the Legislature to adopt 
a resolution instructing the Department to implement this plan.

Commissioner Mialjevich asked if there was a need for somebody 
to make a motion to accept this? Commissioner Jenkins reminded 
Commissioner Mial jevich that this was public commenter'Tfime. 25

^ChairmaTT'Jo n e s ^ a g a e d ^ T o r —o_ther__pub hrcr~CQ^un e n ts_.   
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Hearing none, Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to accept the 
Department's report as the Commission report and forward it on to 
the legislature before the March 1st deadline. Commissioner 
Schneider seconded the motion.

Chairman Jones asked for comments. Commissioner Gisclair 
requested to amend the motion that^along with sending the repor£^x___

a recommendation be sent for''the legislature to look at the 
gamefish status and perhaps ohanging '̂it from a game fish status. 
Commissioner Mialjevich seconded the amended motion.

L'f Commissioner Jenkins remarked that was not an agenda item, in 
^  opinion. Commissioner Mial jevich stated it was in the report. 

Commissioner Jenkins stated it was not in the report^ that making 
a recommendation on gamefish status has nothing to do with the 
agenda item.

.1

&

Chairman Jones restated Commissioner Jenkins1 motion that was ^  
on the floor and asked Commissioner Gisclair what—wag nis proposed" 
amended motion. Commissioner Gisclair asked that the legislature 
reconsider the gamefish status of the redfish. Chairman Jones felt 
that these motions appeared to be two different issues. 
Commissioner Gisclair commented it was in the report and was number 
3 in the report.

.4 ^
Commissioner Jenkins asked Commissioner Gisclair, instead of 

submitting the report as proposed/,that we change the part of the 
report the Department made on/ gamefish status and ask the 
Legislature to reconsider gamefish status? Commissioner Gisclair 
remarked that the legislature should read the report as it is but 
-adrso, Yask the legislature to consider changing the status of 
redfish.

Chairman Jones asked Mr. Mike Landrum for his opinion on the 
motion and the amended motion. Mr. Landrum mentioned it sounded 
more like a substitute motion and then felt it was not a proper 
item on the agenda and to move forward would mean having to take 
other action. Commissioner Gisclair decided then to put it on the 
agenda for the next meeting.

Commissioner Mial jevich asked Mr. Landruir^J.f the Commission 
would ask the legislature not to change gamefish, but to look into 
the validity of it, and a commercial harvest, could that be tacked 
on to this report at a later date and made part of it? Then 
Commissioner Mialjevich aske^was there any way he could add intq 
this report that the legislature look at specific items 3 
Commissioner Mialjevich tried to understand Mr. Landrum by asking 
again that the report could not be changed or amended without 
public hearings or putting it on the agenda.
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Chairman Jones called for the vote on the motion to approve 
the redfish plan as^ws^to be presented to the legislature on ear ^  
March 1st deadline. The motion passed unanimously.

///- j-/? <£
Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to second Commissioner 

Gisclair1 s request that w^±td^be put on as an agenda item at the 
next meeting and that it be heard early on in the meeting.

The Secretary's Report to the Commission was given by 
Secretary Herring as the next item on the agenda. The Information 
& Education Division completed the 1991-92 annual report for the 
legislature? the July-August Louisiana Conservationist magazine 
will have a photo contest with the theme of Native Louisiana 
Habitat. Five Hunter Education Workshops were held which certified 
16 educators and 350 students. The Aquatic Education Workshop 
certified 20 educators and arranged for Caddo Parish schools to 
have the program presented to them. An increase of Louisiana 
Conservationist subscriptions by 425 occurred during January.

The Shrimp Task Force had completed a draft for the Governor.
A forum on by-catch was held at Southwestern University and Mr.
Corky Ferret presented a paper on this subject there. Mr. Ferret 
was attending another meeting this week and presenting a paper 
also. The newly designed oyster tags have been distributed. The 
Marine Lab had been utilized by U.S. Soil Conservation Service and 
LSU as well.

Fish stockings in the Atchafalaya Basin are continuing. To
date stockings are'7,305 bass, 1,375,000 bream, 141,000 catfish,

,^and 5,000 crappie. The water hyacinth's sprayed during the month 
421 acres and^yith the mild winters this year and in the past, 

these plants have not stopped growing and we are anticipating
problems.

tsfy/zz.

The staff has been attending meetings on the budget,Abeen 
hearing of cuts for the 1993-94 year.

/f-Commissioner/ Jenkins asked Secretary Herring about 
expenditures and/breakdown of the different programs that will be 

*4itdE3rir2i5d==:by' the finfish marine license money.

Commissioner Mialjevich inquired te Secretary Herring, if he 
was correct to assume that^when the Department writes a report for 
the Commission, comments are made by the Commission and public, and 
then the Commission can not make any changes, that it has to be 
100% okay or 100% rejection. Secretary Herring advised the 
Department was required to give the Commission a report and it was 
up to the Commission to do what they want with the report.

Mike Landrum reminded Commissioner Mialjevich of the question 
posed which was whether the issue of the Commission making a
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recommendation to the legislature was properly on the agenda and 
stated it was not.

/A/

Commissioner Jenkins stated the Commission had been through 
this discussion already. Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to 

the resolution as part of the report and reopen it.

Secretary Herring asked if you could add something to the 
agenda by bringing it up and getting a majority vote of the
Commission. Commissioner Gisclair informed that it wasKRoberts^
Rules of Order.

Commissioner Mialjevich made a motion to suspend the rule^so 
’ r-i-ng— th&s— up-cf^^disoaesioa. Commissioner Vujnovich

seconded the motion.

Commissioner Jenkins explained to Commissioner Cormier what 
exosfelry- Commissioner Mialjevich was trying to do.

Chairman Jones asked f.or$ vote, by hand. Commissioner 
Vujnovich, Commissioner Mialjevich and Commissioner Gisclair raised, 
their hand? Then Commissioner Jenkins statec^p^it was not a two-
thirds majority, lit would not be brought back un*Q®>r

Chairman Jones called for Public Comments. Col. Vidrine
handed out a report on Operation Game Thief, then Col. Charlie 
Clark read a resolution from the Louisiana Wildlife Agents 
Association.

Mr. Ted Loupe again asked why the Commission could not vote 
on having gamefish status removed from redfish so fefeey^couid have 
a harvest and then mentioned there was no discussion at the meeting 
even though it was in the report.

Then Commissioner Jenkins made a motion to Adjourn the meeting 
and was seconded by Commissioner Schneider.

Joe L. Herring 
Secretary

7*5.

>

JLHisch
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Joe L  Henlng 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 Edwin W. Edwards

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 Governor
(504)765-2800 

January 26, 1993

M E M O R A N D U M :
TO: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

FROM: Lee Caubarreaux, Assistant Secretary

SUBJECT: Aviation Report - December 1992

Total hours listed are:

PILOT TOTAL HOURS ■■ ■ "• ;V: ' • ■

G. Rackle - 17.0
B. Stamey - 29.9
M. Windham - 2.7
D. Clause - 14.4

TOTAL HOURS - 64.0

-0- No Flights

FLIGHT
HOURS

ESTIMATED1 
COST(TOTAL)

ACTUAL2 
COST (TOTAL)

N61092 Amphib 11.9 1,480.48 1,611.94
70365 Float-DC 14.4 1,681.20 3,626.32
N2576K Float-MW 7.8 928.59 1,129.20
N9467Y 210 0.0 0.00 1,739.00
N223MS Partenavia 29.9 5,575.75 3,699.49
N57266 Aero Commander 0.0

TOTALS 64.0 9,667.02 11,807.95

^Estimated Cost is based on an historical average per flight hour.
2Actual Cost substitutes actual maintenance for the month for the average maintenance 
costs used in the previous figure. This is the only figure used in the calculation of 
estimated costs that varies significantly from month to month.
XiCTcsg
cc: Debbie Unbehagen, Fiscal

An Equal Opportunity Employer



December, 1992
PLANE: N223MS (PARTENAVIA)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS : PASSENGERS

12/02/92 Stamey Baton Rouge-South Central-Baton 
Rouge: pintail waterfowl survey

3.5 B . Cox, LSU

12/03/92 Stamey Baton Rouge-South Central-Baton 
Rouge: pintail waterfowl survey

4.4 B . Cox, LSU

12/08/92 Stamey Baton Rouge-State WMA, Wax Lake, 
Atch. Delta-Baton Rouge: 
waterfowl survey

5.5 N. Kinler 
M. Carloss

12/11/92 Stamey Baton Rouge: woodcock project 1.5 F. Kimmel
12/14/92 Stamey Baton Rouge-South Western 

Coastal-Baton Rouge: waterfowl 
survey

7.6 R. Helm
S. Durham 
R. Olson
G. Wesbrick

12/18/92 Stamey Baton Rouge-South Eastern-Baton 
Rouge: waterfowl survey

7.4 R. Helm
S. Durham 
R. Olson
G. Wesbrick

TOTAL 29.90

-



PLANE: N9467Y (210)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

NO FLIGHTS

0.00

>
;

•



PLANE: N70365 (FLOAT-DC)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS '.C i/v'ypAS S ENG ERS ;• ̂

12/01/92 Clause Lake Charles-Coastal-New Iberia: 
gill net

4.7 G. Gremillion

12/02/92 Clause Houma-Coastal-Houma: duck, gill 
net

3.2 D. Guidry

12/03/92 Clause New Iberia-Baton Rouge-New 
Iberia-Toledo Bend-Baton 
Rouge-New Iberia: fish check & 
meeting

4.6 C. Clark

12/30/92 Clause New Iberia-local: test fly after 
annual inspection

.4

12/31/92 Clause New Iberia-Coastal-New Iberia: 
oyster

1.5

TOTAL 14.40 -



PLANE: N61092 (AMPHIB)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

12/01/92 Rackle New Orleans-Coastal-New Orleans: 
DNR Permits

2.3 K. Kilgen

12/15/92 Rackle New Orleans-Coastal-New Orleans: 
scaup survey

3.9 D . J ohn 
K. Hemsteter

12/18/92 Rackle New Orleans-Houma Coastal: 
stranded porpoise evaluation

2.2 W. Haggard-NMFS 
R. Leboeuf

12/18/92 Rackle Houma-Coastal: DNR Permits 1.5 R. Serpas
12/18/92 Rackle Houma-Galliano Coatal-New 

Orleans: DNR Permits
2.0 K. Kilgen

TOTAL 11.90

••

,



PLANE: N2576K (FLOAT-Mtf)

DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

12/02/92 Rackle New Orleans-coastal-•New Orleans: 
marsh survey

3.2 P. Davidson 
B. Hamilton-Sierra 
B. Davis-CBE

12/04/92 Rackle New Orleans-coastal-New Orleans: 
marsh survey

1.9 C. Ferret
D. Nelson

12/11/92 Windham New Orleans-Pass-a-Loutre-New 
Orleans: review const, of oil 
projects, USFWS & LSU research

2.7

TOTAL 7.80

'



PLANE: N25766 (AERO COMMANDER)
DATE PILOT DESTINATION & PURPOSE HOURS PASSENGERS

No Flights

,



Changes Submitted for final Ratification of 
Alligator Regulations

Subsection N. Number 10.
10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner are 
responsible for the physical return of the percentage of live alligators 
to the wild described on the alligator egg collection permit. This 
requirement is nontransferable. Minimum return rates will be based upon 
the state average hatching success which is 78%. Each alligator shall be 
returned to the original egg collection area within a maximum time of two 
(2) years from date of hatching. Each alligator shall be a minimum of 36" 
and a maximum of 60" (credit will not be given for inches above 60") in 
size and the returned sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The 
alligator egg collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and must 
compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs for Department 
authorized return to the wild alligators; while being processed, stored, 
or transported. The Department shall be responsible for supervising the 
required return of these alligators. A Department transfer authorization 
permit is not required for return to the wild alligators which are 
delivered to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being 
processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will only occur 
between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar year provided that 
environmental conditions as determined by the Department are favorable for 
survival of the released alligators. Should an alligator egg collection 
permittee be unable to release the required number of alligators to the 
wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase additional 
alligators from another farmer to meet compliance with the alligator egg 
collection permit and these regulations, as supervised by the Department. 
Department sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving 
survivability and return rates are exempt from these requirements during 
the period of the study. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 
as described in Title 56.

Subsection 0. Number le.
(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds (environmental 
chambers) shall be of a design acceptable to the Department. Each 
shed shall be— capable of maintaining a minimum constant water and 
air temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. Minimum space requirements 
for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

Subsection 0. Number 4.
4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall house 
hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers capable— e# which 
maintaining a minimum water and air temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit 
year round and containing dry and wet areas of sufficient surface area to 
permit all alligators to completely submerge in water. All alligators 48" 
or less in length shall be housed in environmental chambers unless a 
special permit is issued by the Department to move them to outside growth 
areas. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 
Title 56.



Additional Alligator Regulation Changes

Subsection O.
4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers which 
maintain a minimum water and air temperature of 80 degrees 
fahrenheit year round and containing dry and wet areas of 
sufficient surface area to permit all alligators to completely 
partially submerge in water. All alligators 48" or less in 
length shall be housed in environmental chambers unless a 
special permit is issued by the Department to move them to 
outside growth areas. Violation of this part is a class 3 
violation as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for 
all alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet 
in length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 
sufficient for partial oomploto submersion or complete exit 
from water shall be provided for each group of alligators 
held. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 
described in Title 56.



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and the 

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt a 

rule to amend the alligator regulations which govern the wild and 

farm alligator harvest. The alligator industry of Louisiana 

represents a renewable resource, valuable to the economy providing 

income to approximately 125 alligator farmers and in excess of

1,900 alligator hunters. The alligator farming program and the 

annual harvest of surplus wild and nuisance alligators is in 

keeping with wise wildlife management techniques based upon 

scientific research conducted by the Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries.

The regulations governing the alligator harvest program and 

the alligator farming program are attached and may be viewed at the 

Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, 

LA, phone: (504) 765-2812.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115, 259, 

261, 262, 263 and 280.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 16:1070 

(December 1990), Amended L.R. 17:892 (September 1991) , Amended 

L.R. 19: ( 1993).

Bert H. Jones

Chairman



TITLE 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS 

Chapter 7. Alligators 

Section 701. Alligator Regulations

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish 

regulations governing the harvest of wild populations of alligators 

and alligator eggs, raising and propagation of farmed alligators 

tanning of skins and regulations governing the selling of hides, 

alligator parts and farm raised alligators. The administrative 

responsibility for these alligator programs shall rest with the 

Department Secretary; the Assistant Secretary, Office of Wildlife; 

and the Fur and Refuge Division.

A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession, 

selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in 

the wild and in captivity. They are enacted to prevent depletion 

or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource. 

These regulations are based upon scientific study and population 

monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify 

alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international 

export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered 

Species of Wild Fauna and Flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not 

endangered but their similarity of appearance to endangered



crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize 

illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain 

the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules 

to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of 

alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for 

alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts; 

streamline necessary reporting requirements; and, establish a 

regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these 

regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this 

section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase 

is used clearly indicates a different meaning;

1. Alligator - American alligator (Alligator 

mississippiensis) .

2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the 

Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on 

designated properties described as part of the permit. The 

permit will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the 

permittee and the landowner/land manager.

3. Alligator Farm (nongame quadruped) - An enclosed area, 

constructed so as to prevent the ingress and egress of 

alligators from surrounding public or private lands or waters



and meeting other specifications and requirements set by the 

Department, where alligators are bred, propagated, or raised 

as a commercial enterprise under controlled conditions. 

"Alligator Farm" also includes alligator ranching wherein eggs 

are collected from the wild, and raised, pursuant to 

departmental license or permit.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises 

alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free 

movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled 

area, or who collects and sells wild alligator eggs, and who 

may harvest alligators under the supervision of the 

Department. An alligator farmer must possess a valid nongame 

quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hide Tag - An official CITES serially numbered 

tag issued by the Department.

6. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or 

nonresident person who takes wild alligators. Resident 

hunters are divided into four classes:

(a) Commercial - Anyone who is licensed by the Department 

to take wild alligators after having filed application(s) 

approved by the Department which authorize the issuance 

of alligator hide tags to him.

(b) Helper - Anyone who is licensed by the Department to



assist a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 

activities? alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 

helper license holder.

(c) Sport - Anyone who is licensed by the Department and 

guided by a commercial hunter during alligator harvest 

activities? alligator hide tags cannot be issued to a 

sport license holder.

(d) Nuisance - A licensed alligator hunter who is 

contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to 

remove designated nuisance alligators and who can be 

assigned alligator hide tags by the Department.

7. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator, 

except the hide and includes the bony dorsum plates, if 

detached from the tagged alligator hide.

8. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who 

deals in alligator parts other than hides and who:

(a) Buys unprocessed alligator parts from an alligator 

hunter, another parts dealer, or an alligator farmer for 

the purpose of resale? or

(b) Manufactures within the state non-edible alligator 

parts into a finished product? or



(c) Purchases unprocessed alligator meat or processes 

alligator meat for wholesale or retail sale.

9. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person who 

purchases for retail sale finished alligator parts made from 

parts other than hides.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered green label 

issued by the Department required on each shipment of 

alligators being transported out of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in the 

state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months 

immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any 

license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this 

state by establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as 

demonstrated with all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in 

Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in 

possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana, 

he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that



vehicle.

(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state 

income tax return and has complied with state income tax 

laws and regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident 

shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized 

under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to which 

the principal place of business and more than fifty percent 

of the officers, partners, or employees are domiciled in 

Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year not 

specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 

Commission.

14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting 

passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police 

power wherein property is seized and held pending court order 

if the seized material is nonperishable, or disposed of 

without judicial intervention if perishable.



16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator, 

fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human 

consumption; or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or 

other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by 

the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee 

during alligator egg collection.

19. Dressing, Dressed Skins or Dressed Furs - (See 

"Tanning").

20. Finished Alligator Part - Any non-edible alligator part 

that has been completely processed from parts other than hides 

for retail sale.

21. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys whole nongame quadrupeds for 

the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, raw 

furs or skins from fur trappers, alligator hunters, alligator 

farmers, fur buyers, or fur dealers and who sells to another 

fur buyer or fur dealer within the confines of the state or 

to a nonresident fur dealer licensed by the State of Louisiana 

in interstate commerce, or who acts as an agent of another fur 

buyer or fur dealer in this state in such purchase or sale.



Fur buyers are divided into two classes, resident and 

nonresident. Resident fur buyers are those who are bona fide 

residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 

buyers.

22. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in whole nongame quadrupeds 

for the purpose of pelting, carcasses of fur bearing animals, 

raw furs and skins and who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or 

alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and 

ships or exports from this state, either directly or 

indirectly, the raw furs and skins so bought? or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports 

from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator 

farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw 

furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product 

in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished 

product in this state, buying directly from a fur 

trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer.

or fur dealer; or



(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the 

purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are 

divided into two classes, resident and nonresident. 

Resident fur dealers are those who are bona fide 

residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur 

dealers.

(f) Converts raw alligator skins through the tanning 

process into finished or partially finished leather 

and/or converts raw (green or dried) fur pelts into 

dressed furs ready for manufacturing.

23. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less 

than twenty three (23) inches in length.

24. Hide - (See "Pelt").

25. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or 

pole for the purpose of taking alligators.

26. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.

27. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary 

purpose of incubating alligator eggs.

28. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the

landowner.



29. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department 
has designated as alligator habitat.

30. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of 

an effective license duly issued under the authority of the 

Department.

31. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes, 
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters, 

raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds 

valuable for their furs or skins.

32. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to 
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling 

nongame quadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.

33. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed 
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame 

quadrupeds.

34. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident 
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

35. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator 

that poses a threat to human life or property.



36. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild 

alligators or their eggs may be lawfully taken.

37. Out-of-State Shipping Seal - A special locking device or 
seal supplied by the Department and placed on or across a 

shipping container by Department personnel prior to shipping 

out-of-state.

38. Out-Of-State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered 
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on 

each shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

39. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division 
of a subsection.

40. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.

41. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in 

such a manner as to render it marketable.

42. Person - Includes any individual person, association, 

corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by 

law.

43. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den 

with a hook pole or snagging device of any type and includes



using such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den 

prior to taking.

44. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in 

possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or 

holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for 

another.

45. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting 

products) that has been removed from a legally taken alligator 

and for commercial purposes converted into a finished 

alligator part, or meat prepared and packaged for retail sale.

46. Propagation - The holding of live alligators for 

production of offspring.

47. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled 

environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

48. Rearing - (See "Raising").

49. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

50. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries.

51. Skin - (See "Pelt").



52. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of 

hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, 

shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or 

device.

53. Tanning - The conversion of alligator skins or fur pelts 

into an intermediate or finished form and includes the 

following: crust tanning alligator leather, dyeing alligator 

leather, glazing alligator leather, tanning fur pelts, 

shearing fur pelts, and dyeing fur pelts, and includes the 

dressing of skins and furs.

54. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping, 

attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment, 

transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land, 

or water, or by any means whatsoever.

55. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

56. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained, 

and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing 

and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other 

aquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum 

public hunting and fishing opportunity.

57. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by the



Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals are 

protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be 

conducted by the Department.

C. General Rules.

1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators, 

alligator eggs, alligator hides, alligator parts, or goods 

manufactured from alligators, except as provided in these 

regulations and LA. R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator hide, alligator egg, or alligator 

part taken or possessed in violation of these regulations 

shall constitute a separate offense.

3. Alligators or hides of alligators harvested in Louisiana 

shall be tagged in accordance with provisions as prescribed 

in Sec. F, paragraph 5 of these regulations and deviation from 

those requirements shall be a violation and subject hides to 

confiscation. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 

as described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. It is legal for a hunter to 

retrieve a shot alligator with a hook pole or to retrieve with 

a hook pole an alligator taken on a hook and line. Violation 

of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.



5. An alligator hunter must possess on his person one or more 

current alligator hide tags issued for the property on which 

he is hunting? and if participating in a joint hunting 

operation at least one licensed hunter needs to possess 

current hide tags issued for the property on which they are 

hunting among a group of licensed hunters who are physically 

present in the same location. Violation of this part is a 

class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking 

device for any purpose without first dispatching the 

alligator. After the alligator is removed from the taking 

device the hide tag shall be properly attached immediately 

upon possession. Violation of this part is a class 4 

violation as described in Title 56.

7. Taking or collection of any wild alligator illegally is 

strictly prohibited. Violation of this part is a Class 4 

violation for each alligator taken as described in Title 56. 

All alligators taken in violation of this part shall be 

confiscated and in addition to all other penalties provided 

herein, all alligator licenses of any type held by the 

offender(s) shall be revoked for a period of three (3) 

calendar years. If violation(s) of this part involves a farm 

operation, no alligators shall be raised or propagated on the 

offender's facilities for a period of three (3) calendar 

years. Any live alligator(s) confiscated pertinent to any



violation of this part must be returned to the wild when 

appropriate. Selection of the release site and time of year 

of the release shall be accomplished only after consultation 

with and in agreement with biological staff of Fur and Refuge 

Division.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited 

except where special scientific permits have been obtained in 

advance from the Department which specify all such shipments. 

Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 

Title 56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without 

prior written approval of the Department is strictly 

prohibited. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 

described in Title 56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of 

Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored 

scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior 

written Department approval. Violation of this part is a 

class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of 

the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used 

for Department sponsored scientific studies with an 

accompanying authorization signed by the Secretary. The



transfer of ownership of live alligators out of their natural 

range for commercial purposes is strictly prohibited. 

However, this part does not prohibit a licensed Louisiana 

alligator farm from raising alligators of Louisiana origin in 

a non-range state provided the non-range farm is in complete 

compliance with all applicable state(s) and federal 

regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 

as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on 

each alligator hide taken from within the state, payable to 

the state through the Department by the alligator hunter or 

alligator farmer shipping or taking his own catch out of 

state, or by the dealer shipping skins or hides out of state 

or tanning alligator skins in Louisiana. Violation of this 

part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

13. An alligator hunter or alligator farmer may give alligator 

parts to anyone for personal use. Any part of an alligator 

shall have affixed thereto the name, address, date, hide tag 

number, and the license number of the person donating the 

alligator part(s). This information shall be legibly written 

in pen or pencil on any piece of paper or cardboard or any 

material which is attached to the part(s) or to the container 

enclosing the part or parts. This information must remain 

affixed until the part(s) has been stored at the domicile of 

the possessor. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation



as described in Title 56.

14. A. R.S. 56:280, passed in the regular session of the 1992 

Louisiana Legislature established a state policy which 

protects white or albino alligators and except under 

department permit prohibits the taking of white or albino 

alligators from the wild.

B. Conditions under which any alligator that is white or 

albino may be taken from the wild and under official 

department permit include:

1. Landowners or licensed alligator farmers or ranching 

operators may capture live and unharmed a white or albino 

alligator for its own protection. All such instances of 

possession shall be reported immediately to the 

Department.

2. Any white or albino alligator hatchling produced from 

wild collected eggs authorized by a Department Alligator 

Egg Collection Permit will remain in the possession of 

such licensed operators. Any white or albino hatchling 

must be reported immediately upon hatching to the 

Department on a standard activity report form.

3. Any person who unintentionally takes from the wild any 

alligator that is white or albino by hook and line shall



immediately report its presence and location to the 

Department. Department personnel of the Fur & Refuge 

Division will on a case by case basis determine the 

disposition of any such white or albino alligator which 

is unintentionally hooked.

C. Any white or albino hatchling produced from a licensed 

breeding pen will remain in the possession of such licensed 

operators but must be reported immediately upon hatching to 

the Department on a standard activity report.

D. It shall be a violation if any person intentionally takes 

from the wild any alligator that is white or albino by any 

means.

E. Violation of R.S. 56:280 shall subject the violator to a 

fine of not less than ten thousand dollars and imprisonment 

for not less than six months or more than 12 months, or both.

15. Alligator meat and parts may be shipped in containers that 

are sealed and the parts identified to the CITIES tag of 

origin. A fully executed alligator hunter, farmer, or parts 

dealer Alligator Parts Sale or Transaction form shall meet the 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service parts identification 

requirements, provided such form(s) is/are prominently 

attached to the outside of each shipping container. Alligator 

meat/parts shipped to another state must meet applicable



state/federal requirements of the receiving state. Alligator 

meat/parts exported from the United States must meet the 

requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service as well as 

those of the receiving country. Alligator skulls being 

exported shall carry a "tag" containing the CITIES tag number 

and the hunter's name and license number. The skull must also 

be physically marked with the number of the original CITIES 

tag used for the hide of the individual alligator. Violation 

of this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized 

by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of 

Title 56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license;

including commercial, helper, sport, and nuisance types.

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license?

(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license;

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500

deposit required)?



(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000 

deposit required);

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license?

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license?

(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license?

(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;

(l) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as 

alligator shipping label fee?

(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken 

from within the state;

(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.

All license types prescribed above except nongame quadruped 

exhibitor and breeder expire annually on June 30. Nongame 

quadruped exhibitor and breeder licenses expire annually on

December 31.



2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild 

alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild 

alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an 

alligator hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in 

possession a valid alligator hunter license to take or sell 

alligators, their skins, or parts. Violation of this part is 

a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 

alligators or alligator skins unless he has acquired a 

resident or nonresident fur buyer's license. No resident or 

nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs, alligators, or 

alligator skins out of state. Violation of this part is a 

class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person may engage in the business of buying and selling 

alligator or alligator skins or shipping alligator skins out 

of state or tanning alligator skins within the state unless 

he has acquired a resident or nonresident fur dealers license. 

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation.

5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or 

exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and 

possesses a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor license. 

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in

Title 56.



6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding, 

collecting and selling alligator eggs from the wild, 

propagating, exhibiting and selling alligators alive or 

selling their parts, and killing and transporting them and 

selling their skins and carcasses unless he or she has 

acquired and possesses a valid nongame quadruped breeder 

license and complies with Subsections N and 0 of these 

regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 

as described in Title 56.

7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and 

selling unprocessed alligator parts unless he has acquired and 

possesses a valid alligator parts dealer license. Violation 

of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. Each retailer purchasing for retail sale, finished 

alligator parts made from parts other than hides, shall secure 

from the department an alligator parts retailer license prior 

to commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2 

violation as described in Title 56.

9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild 

nests unless he has acquired and possesses a valid nongame 

quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated Agent 

Collection Permit and also has in his possession a valid 

alligator egg collection permit. Egg collection permits will 

only be issued to those persons who demonstrate competency in



egg collection and handling, have necessary equipment 

accessible and comply with all Department requirements as 

described in Subsection N of these regulations. Violation of 

this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the 

state without first applying for and receiving an alligator 

shipping label which shall be affixed to each shipment of 

alligators and is properly completed and validated by 

Department personnel. Violation of this part is a class 3 

violation as described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or 

transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is 

liable for the severance tax thereon, and shall apply for an 

official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the 

shipment and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment. 

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 

Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame 

quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator 

parts dealer license must comply with the receiving 

state/country requirements and with federal licensing, tagging 

and permit requirements to engage in interstate and 

international commerce involving alligators, alligator hides, 

alligator parts and fully manufactured alligator hide



products. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 

described in Title 56.

E. Wild Harvest Methods.

1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook and 

line, and other legal capture devices which may be used, only 

during daylight hours, between official sunrise and official 

sunset. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 

described in Title 56.

2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken 

during the general open season.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as 

follows:

(a) Hook and line;

(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow? and

(c) Firearms.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 

Title 56.

4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least 

300-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of the 

arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook or 

head until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the



line must be attached to a stationary or floating object 

capable of maintaining the line above water when an alligator 

is attached. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 

as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and 

remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be cut 

loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting larger 

alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when an 

alligator hunter's quota is reached. In the event an 

alligator is hooked and the hunter's quota has been reached 

the hunter must release the alligator in the most humane 

method possible. Violation of this part is a class 2 

violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours 

prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later 

than sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of 

this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for 

privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent 

publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to 

privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land 

when the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured 

on a legal taking device that is anchored to privately-owned 

land or held by a person on privately-owned land may be



dispatched from a floating craft on public water. Violation 

of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned 

areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft 

on public water for which the tags are issued.

Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to 

properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame quadruped 

breeders.

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application 

to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance. 

Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken 

annually beginning August 1 and ending 10 days after the 

season opens. Tags will not be issued after the 10th day 

following the season opening date.

(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land 

managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by 

the Department. Landowners, land managers, or their 

hunters shall certify total acreage owned or represented 

on a form prescribed by the Department at the time of 

application. The location and acreage of the property 

must be provided which includes parish, township, range



and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized 

document from the landowner verifying their selection to 

represent that landowner and the total acreage 

represented to obtain hide tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by 

the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator 

hide tags shall only be issued in the name of the license 

holder and are nontransferable. A refund will be issued 

for all unused alligator tags which are returned within 

15 days following the close of the season.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request and receipt of payment to 

the Department at any time at least two weeks prior to 

scheduled harvesting, subject to verification of available 

stock by Department personnel. A refund will be issued for 

all unused alligator tags returned to the Department within 
15 days following the last day of the year that issued tags 

are valid.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out 

of season, or at night, or on property other than that for 

which hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and 

alligators in possession shall be confiscated and the 

violator's alligator hunting license shall be revoked.



Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 

Title 56.

5. A hide tag shall be properly attached and locked using the 

tag's locking device in the alligator's tail immediately upon 

possession by an alligator hunter. Alligator farmers, fur 

buyers and fur dealers may wait until farm raised alligators 

are skinned prior to tagging, but under no circumstances can 

the tag be attached using the locking device more than 48 

hours after dispatching the alligator. Live or dead farm 

raised alligators may be transported with their accompanying 

tags from a licensed alligator farm to a licensed processing 

facility, however each shipment shall be accompanied with the 

exact number of alligator hide tags. In the event that an 

alligator tag contains a factory defect rendering it unusable 

for the purpose intended or becomes detached from an alligator 

or hide, the tag must be reattached to the tail of the 

alligator/hide. The Department will be responsible for the 

replacement of reattached tags prior to shipping out-of-state 

or prior to tanning within the state. It shall be unlawful 

to tag or attempt to tag an alligator with a tag that has been 

locked prior to the taking. Locked tags may be replaced upon 

request at the discretion of the Department. The alteration 

of hide tags is strictly prohibited and will result in the 

confiscation of all tags and alligators/hides and the 

revocation of the violator's alligator hunting license. 

Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in



Title 56.

6.In the event that an alligator hide tag cannot be located 

when in the possession of a Buyer/Dealer, then the following 

procedure shall be followed:

(a) Following discovery of an untagged alligator or 

alligator hide by the Buyer/Dealer, they shall notify the 

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Fur & Refuge 

Division within 24 hours and the Department of Wildlife 

& Fisheries will place a state tagging device on the 

alligator or alligator hide.

(b) Upon discovery of an untagged alligator or alligator 

hide by Department of Wildlife & Fisheries personnel, 

such personnel shall place a state tagging device on the 

alligator or alligator hide.

(c) The State tagged alligator or alligator hide will 

remain in the possession of the Buyer/Dealer following 

the placement of the State tagging device until such time 

as the hide tag is located or until December 31st of that 

year, whichever comes first. Upon presentation of the 

missing hide tag and the corresponding Buyer/Dealer 

record which documents a match between the tag number and 

the alligator/hide being held, and if the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries then confirms that such tag number



has not been previously shipped, the Department of 

Wildlife and Fisheries shall attach a replacement 

alligator hide tag.

(d) If the Buyer/Dealer does not locate the missing hide 

tag following the placement of the State tagging device 

by the end of the allotted time period but is able to 

identify the tag number on a Department of Wildlife & 

Fisheries issued or approved Buyer/Dealer record which 

documents a match between the tag number and the skin 

being held, and if the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 

then confirms that subject tag number has not been 

previously shipped, the Department of Wildlife & 

Fisheries may, in its discretion, issue a replacement 

alligator hide tag.

(e) The failure of the Buyer/Dealer to produce the 

correct hide tag and/or correct documentation by the end 

of the allotted time period shall constitute a violation 
of this part.

(f) The previous or subsequent attachment to an alligator 

or alligator hide of the missing hide tag as described 

above shall constitute a violation of this part.

(g) Violation of this part is a Class 4 violation as

described in Title 56.



G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Quotas.

1. Open seasons are as follows:

(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the 

wild may be established annually by the Commission at 

their regular July meeting. The Secretary shall be 

authorized to close, extend, delay, or reopen the season 

as biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators 

at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time 

following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from 

the wild shall be from May 15 through September 1 of each 

calendar year. Violation of this subpart is a class 4 

violation as described in Title 56.

2. The open areas are as follows:

(a) For the general open season, those areas designated 

by the biological staff of the Department as alligator 

habitat and which can sustain an alligator harvest.



(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for 

an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest 

will be controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as 

determined by Department personnel. Applicants for 

public lake hunting must be 16 years of age or older. 

Applications must be received at least 10 days prior to 

the season opening date. A public drawing will be held 

to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags 

for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag 

quota for each lake and hunter will be established by the 

biological staff of the Department. Alligator tags 

issued on public lakes and lands are nontransferable.

(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be 

taken only under provisions as prescribed by the 

Department.

(d) The open alligator egg collection season shall be 

those areas designated by the biological staff of the 

Department as alligator habitat which can sustain an egg 

collection harvest and egg quotas will be determined by 

Department biologists.

3. The daily and season quota is equal to the number of valid 

alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter 

possesses. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as



described in Title 56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3) 

alligators during the open season. Violation of this part is 

a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department 

personnel based on biological data. Alligator hide tag 

allotments will be established prior to issuance of alligator 

hunting licenses.

H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in 

Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached in the 

tail using the locking device as prescribed in Section F, 

paragraph 5. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 

as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels 

from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that 

have died and may hold those alligators in freezers until 

receipt of the requested hide tags or shipping labels. These 

alligators may be held in freezers for a maximum of 60 days 

prior to disposal. All alligators 24 inches and greater in 

length that die may be skinned and tagged with an alligator 

hide tag within 48 hours of death. Violation of this part is



a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed 

alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer 

may possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or 

salted hide of an alligator at any time, provided that legally 

documented tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may 

be possessed without license while in transit, or during 

processing for tanning or taxidermy. However, properly tagged 

and documented alligators or hides may be stored at any 

location at the owner's discretion. Violation of this part 

is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 

licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess live 

alligators at any time other than by a permit issued by the 

Department upon request for use in displays and educational 

purposes, and by holders of valid Department issued permits 

for scientific purposes. Live, farm raised alligators and 

their accompanying alligator hide tags may be held for 

processing by a properly licensed alligator skinning facility 

without a license or permit. Violation of this part is a 

class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or 

licensed nongame quadruped exhibitor shall possess alligator 

eggs at any time other than Department permitted Designated



Collection Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator 

farmer during wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid 

Department issued permit for scientific purposes. Violation 

of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

6. Any alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by 

the Department shall be returned to the wild under 

Departmental supervision following completion of the research 

project. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 

described in Title 56.

Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.

1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of 

alligators, may be brought into the state only if the 

alligators, alligator hides or parts of alligators were 

lawfully taken in another state or country and the person, 

firm or corporation bringing the alligators, alligator hides 

(raw or salted) , or alligator parts into the state has 

obtained written permission from the Department. Violation 

of this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts 

of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported, 

or brought into the state from another state shall be 

accompanied by documented evidence that they were lawfully 

taken. Documented evidence shall consist of, but not be



limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing the 

taking of alligators and tags or other identification 

required by the state or country of origin shall be 

firmly attached to the alligator, alligator hide, or 

parts of alligators? and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any 

package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or 

alligator parts that specifies type of contents, 

indicates quantity contained, and lists applicable 

license or permit numbers.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 

Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides, alligator eggs, 

and alligator parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may not purchase 

alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase whole alligators 

or alligator hides from a Louisiana licensed alligator 

hunter, licensed alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, 

or another fur buyer.



(c) A licensed fur dealer may purchase whole alligators 

or alligator hides from a licensed alligator hunter, 

licensed alligator farmer, fur buyer or another fur 

dealer.

(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase live 

alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer 

(with a Department approved Alligator Transfer 

Authorization Permit) or the Department.

(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only 

from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager 

(with an approved Department alligator egg collection 

permit), or the Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase 

alligator parts from a licensed alligator hunter, 

alligator farmer, another alligator parts dealer, or the 

Department.

(g) A licensed alligator parts retailer may purchase 

finished alligator parts for retail sales.

Sales of alligators, alligator eggs, and alligator parts 

restricted as follows:



(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators, 

alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee 

during the general open season to anyone who may legally 

purchase.

(b) A licensed alligator farmer may sell alligators, 

alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to 

anyone who may legally purchase. The sale of alligator 

eggs or live alligators shall only occur following the 

issuance of a Transfer Authorization Permit. Application 

for the permit shall be made at least 2 weeks prior to 

the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell whole alligators or 

alligator hides to a fur dealer or another fur buyer 

within the confines of the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell whole alligators or 

alligator hides to anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator 

parts, other than hides, to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parts retailer may sell finished 

alligator parts to anyone.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides,



and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out 

of state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers, 

fur dealers and alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection 

K of these regulations (relating to Report Requirements) 

provided that no live alligators or eggs originating in 

Louisiana may be exported outside of their natural range 

without specific Department authorization and the concurrence 

of the United States Fish and Wildlife Service, to be used 

only for scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a 

class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator 

eggs, or live alligators. Violation of this part is a class 

4 violation as described in Title 56.

Nuisance Alligator Control.

1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the 

Department with proper screening by enforcement personnel in 

the region of appointment. Selection may be based upon 

recommendations received from the local governing body. 

Applicants with prior alligator hunting violations will be 

rejected.

2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator 

hunter license and are bound by all laws, rules and 

regulations governing alligator hunting with the exception



that nuisance alligators may be taken at anytime.

3. Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by 

Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.

4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters. 

Nuisance alligator hunters will attempt to catch nuisance 

alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected by the 

Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator 

captured alive to be sold or otherwise disposed of on an 

alligator farm. Alligators and alligator parts taken under 

these provisions may be retained and sold by the nuisance 

alligator hunter as any other legally taken wild alligator or 

alligator part. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation 

as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means 

prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with 

Departmental instructions may result in immediate termination 

of the individual's participation in the nuisance alligator 

program. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 

described in Title 56.

K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by or approved by the Department must 

be completed and filed with the Department by all persons who



have been issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's 

license, fur dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's 

license, nongame quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts 

dealer's license, or alligator egg collection permit in 

accordance with this Subsection. Reports shall include but 

not be limited to the information specified in this 

Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department 

are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form 

furnished by or approved by the Department at the time 

of each alligator part transaction. These forms shall 

be submitted to the Department at the end of the calendar 

year.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 

Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms 

shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 

following the close of the season. Lost or stolen tags 

will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department 

within 15 days following the close of the season. Tag 

fees will only be reimbursed during this specific time 

period.



(d) The Department must be notified of any trophy skins 

not sold to commercial buyers or dealers within 30 days 

following the close of the season, on official forms 

provided by or approved by the Department.

(e) Each licensed alligator hunter selling alligator 

parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that 

person with a bill of sale for each transaction.

(f) All records of commercial transactions involving 

alligator parts by alligator hunters shall be available 

for inspection by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 

Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same 

report requirements as a commercial alligator hunter and 

complete any other reports required by the Department. 

Violation of this requirement shall result in immediate 

termination of nuisance alligator hunter status. Violation 

of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department 

are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:



(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction 

form, furnished by or approved by the Department at the 

time of each alligator parts transaction. These forms 

shall be submitted to the Department along with the 

annual report. Violation of this part is a class 2 

violation.as described in Title 56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the 

Department, for any hide tags lost or stolen. These 

forms shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days 

following the last day of the year that issued tags are 

valid. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced. 

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 

described in Title 56.

(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the 

Department within 15 days following the last day of the 

year that issued tags are valid. Violation of this part 

is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(d) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later 

than December 1, on an official form provided by the 

Department, all activities that have occurred on the farm 

for the past year including but not limited to the number 

of live alligators as of that date, separated by sizes, 

the number of eggs collected and hatched, the purchase 

and sale of alligators, hides, and parts for the past



year and the numbers of alligators lost. Failure to 

complete this form properly and completely will result 

in nonrenewal of the nongame quadruped breeder's 

license. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation 

as described in Title 56.

(e) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator 

parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that 

person with a bill of sale for each transaction. 

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 

described in Title 56.

(f) Each alligator farmer collecting alligator eggs, 

hatching alligator eggs, selling alligators for 

processing, or selling alligator skins shall submit 

completed forms as provided by the Department within 10 

days following completion of the activity. Violation of 

this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 

56.

5. Fur buyers, fur dealers, alligator farmers and alligator 

hunters engaged in the business of buying and/or selling whole 

alligators or alligator hides must keep within the state a 

complete record on forms provided by or approved by the 

Department, all purchases and sales of whole alligators or 

alligator hides as described in Title 56, and;



(a) Every fur buyer, fur dealer, alligator farmer or 

alligator hunter having undressed alligator hides in his 

possession shall file with the Department within 60 days 

of purchase or within 60 days of tagging or prior to 

shipping out of state or prior to tanning skins in 

Louisiana, whichever occurs first, a complete report, on 

forms provided by or approved by the Department, a 

detailed description of alligator hides to be shipped or 

tanned. At the time of shipment or prior to tanning. 

Department personnel will inspect hides and replace any 

broken or reattached tags. Department personnel will 

issue the appropriate number of yellow shipping tags, one 

for each shipment. At that time. Department personnel 

will affix a seal/or locking device to each container and 

if container is reopened by anyone other than Department 

personnel or Federal personnel this action will be 

considered illegal. In conjunction with the inspection 

and prior to Department issuance of shipping tag(s) and 

seal(s) or locking device(s), Department personnel must 

collect:

(1) All completed buyer/dealer records for skins in 

each shipment.

(2) Shipping manifest including each skin in 

shipment.



(3) Stub portion of yellow shipping tag completely 

filled-out.

(4) Severance tax owed by alligator hunter, 

alligator farmer or fur dealer.

If any of the above requirements are not satisfied, the 

shipment will not be authorized.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 

Title 56.

6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling 

alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator 

hides purchased inside and outside the state as described in 

Title 56. Fur dealers in the business of tanning alligator 

hides must provide a monthly report, on forms provided by or 

approved by the Department, of all alligator hides being held 

in inventory. Failure to maintain complete records and to pay 

the required severance tax subjects any dealer to the full 

penalties provided and the immediate revocation of his license 

by the Department. No license shall be issued to a dealer who 

has not paid the tax for the preceding year. Violation of 

this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers acquiring alligator parts, shall 

complete an official alligator parts purchase form at the time



of each purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator 

parts, shall complete an official alligator parts sale form 

at the time of each sale. These forms shall be furnished by 

or approved by the Department and shall be submitted to the 

Department annually, no later than June 30, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale 

to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator 

parts shall be available for inspection by the Department 

and shall be maintained complete for a period of one year 

following any transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 

Title 56.

8. Any alligator parts retailer purchasing finished alligator 

parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each purchase for a 

period of six months after such purchase and these records 

shall be available for inspection by the Department. 

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in 

Title 56.

L. Alligator Meat.

1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be



sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department 

of Health and Hospitals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and 

Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is 

a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of Louisiana and sold 

for human consumption must be processed in a licensed facility 

approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 

and the facility must display a valid permit issued by that 

agency. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as 

described in Title 56.

3. All processed alligator meat for sale must be packaged in 

suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator 

meat, marked with a valid Department license number and comply 

with all state and federal packaging and labeling 

requirements. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation 

as described in Title 56.

4. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered 

for sale must meet all of Louisiana's health, processing, 

packaging and labeling requirements. Violation of this part 

is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts



of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for 

proper management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs, 

or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific 

institution or other institutions that the Department deems 

have need for such alligators, however these institutions 

cannot sell or barter these animals which must be returned to 

the Department at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by 

the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated alligator eggs or live alligators may be sold 

or may be cared for by the Department and released in suitable 

alligator habitat when and where they can survive when 

appropriate. All costs incurred by the Department in the 

maintenance of these eggs and animals in captivity shall be 

the responsibility of the offender and restitution shall be 

made to the Department. The Department may consign 

confiscated alligators to a licensed farm for raising purposes 

and may compensate the farmer for his expenses by transferring 

ownership to him of a percentage of the confiscated 

alligators; not to exceed 50%.

N. Alligator Egg Collection.



1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit 

between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager 

who owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by 

Department biologists to be capable of producing alligator 

eggs. The numbers of eggs to be collected will be based upon 

biological management criteria and will be determined annually 

by technical staff of the Department. The Department only 

estimates the numbers of eggs available and assumes no 

responsibility or offers no guarantee that those numbers of 

eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection permits may 

be obtained upon application to the Department on forms 

provided by the Department. The annual deadline for 

submitting applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits 

is June 1. This program is experimental and may be changed 

at any time based on biological data to insure for proper 

management of the wild alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the 

Department provided:

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer and 

meets all applicable requirements in Subsection 0 of 

these regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements) .

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg 

collection permit has been presented to the Department.



(c) Department biologists determine the properties 

described on the permit application are indeed alligator 

nesting habitat and can sustain alligator egg 

collections.

(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary 

signatures from landowners/land managers.

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted 

Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties 

other than those described in the alligator egg collection 

permit. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 

described in Title 56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the 

act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess 

on his or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator 

egg collection permit. The designated collection agent must 

also possess a valid designated collection agent permit.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 

Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after 

contacting the appropriate regional supervisor of the 

Enforcement Division no less than 24 hours prior to each 

collection trip.



Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in 

Title 56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from 

official sunrise to official sunset and only during the 

established alligator egg collection season and shall not 

exceed the number on his Alligator Egg Collection Permit. 

Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as described in 

Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected 

and transported in a manner which insures the greatest 

survival of viable eggs as determined by Department 

biologists. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 

described in Title 56.

8. Failure to hatch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs 

collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of 

Louisiana's natural resources. All alligator egg collection 

permits shall be revoked and no new permits issued should an 

alligator farmer be found to waste the resources of this state 

for two consecutive years.

9. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no 

new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average 

a minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive



years.

10. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner 

are responsible for the return of the percentage of live 

alligators to the wild described on the alligator egg 

collection permit. This requirement is nontransferable. 

Minimum return rates will be based upon the state average 

hatching success which is 78%. Each alligator shall be 

returned to the original egg collection area within a maximum 

time of two (2) years from date of hatching. Each alligator 

shall be a minimum of 36” and a maximum of 60” (credit will 

not be given for inches above 60”) in size and the returned 

sex ratio should contain at least 50% females. The alligator 

egg collection permittee/landowner are responsible for and 

must compensate in kind for alligator mortality which occurs 

for Department authorized return to the wild alligators; while 

being processed, stored, or transported. The Department shall 

be responsible for supervising the required return of these 

alligators. A Department transfer authorization permit is not 

required for return to the wild alligators which are delivered 

to the farm of origin no more than 48 hours prior to being 

processed for wild release. Releases back to the wild will 

only occur between March 15 and September 30 of each calendar 

year provided that environmental conditions as determined by 

the Department are favorable for survival of the released 

alligators. Should an alligator egg collection permittee be 

unable to release the required number of alligators to the



wild from his own stock, he shall be required to purchase 

additional alligators from another farmer to meet compliance 

with the alligator egg collection permit and these 

regulations, as supervised by the Department. Department 

sanctioned participants in ongoing studies involving 

survivability and return rates are exempt from these 

requirements during the period of the study. Violation of 

this part is a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

11. The percentage of alligators to be returned to the wild 

shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators of 

that year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not 

acceptable for release into the wild. It is unlawful for 

alligators that are to be returned to the wild to be 

transported out of state. Violation of this part is a class 

4 violation as described in Title 56.

Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.

1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's 

or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their 

premises shall show compliance of the following minimum 

facilities as applicable to their particular operation during 

a required facility examination by Department personnel prior 

to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent



escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators 

from outside the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate 

to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and 

facilities. This requirement shall be determined by 

Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within 

the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators 

to be housed on the premises. This requirement will be 

determined by Department personnel.

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through 

adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled- 

temperature environment of a design acceptable to the 

Department.

(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds 

(environmental chambers) shall be of a design acceptable 

to the Department. Each shed shall maintain a minimum 

water and air temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. 

Minimum space requirements for alligators housed in the 

shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for 

each alligator less than 24" in length.



(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required 

for each alligator measuring 25" to 48" in length.

(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be 

required for each additional 6 inches of alligator 

length for alligators above four feet in length.

(f) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design 

acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall 

maintain a water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees 

fahrenheit during the egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and 

regulations pertaining to zoning, construction, health 

and environmental standards and must possess any and all 

applicable permits and licenses.

(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in a 

suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

2. Following initial issuance of applicable license, all 

applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and 

Department personnel have the authority to inspect any and all 

of the facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the 

requirements shall be a violation of these rules and violators 

will be given 60 days to correct the problem. Failure to



comply shall result in confiscation of all animals and/or 

closure of all facilities. Violation of this part is a class 

3 violation as described in Title 56.

3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an 

alligator nest should house these eggs in an incubator 

providing constant temperature and humidity conditions. All 

incubators used to incubate alligator eggs shall be of a 

design to allow for maximum temperature control and conform 

to Department requirements to allow for the maximum hatching 

success. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 

described in Title 56.

4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall 

house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers which 

maintain a minimum water and air temperature of 80 degrees 

fahrenheit year round and containing dry and wet areas of 

sufficient surface area to permit all alligators to partially 

submerge in water. All alligators 48" or less in length shall 

be housed in environmental chambers unless a special permit 

is issued by the Department to move them to outside growth 

areas. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as 

described in Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different 

lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for 

all alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet



in length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas 

sufficient for partial submersion or exit from water shall be 

provided for each group of alligators held. Violation of this 

part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

6. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject 

to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting and 

thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part is 

a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to 

be moved from a licensed premises without permitting/approval 

of the Department. Violation of this part is a class 3 

violation as described in Title 56.

8. Any alligator egg or alligator raised on an alligator farm 

shall be cared for under conditions that do not threaten the 

survival of such egg and alligator as determined by the 

biological staff of the Fur & Refuge Division. In making such 

determination, Fur & Refuge Division biologists shall take 

into consideration sanitary conditions, temperature control, 

feeding, overcrowding and other conditions which effect the 

survival of alligator eggs and alligators. If the biological 

staff of the Fur & Refuge Division determines that the 

survival of any alligator egg or alligator is threatened due 

to the conditions on an alligator farm, the Department shall 

notify the alligator farmer and shall provide the farmer with



60 days to take corrective action. If the farmer fails to 

take corrective action within 60 days, the Department shall 

have the authority to confiscate any alligator egg or 

alligator which remains under conditions that threaten the 

survival of such alligator egg or alligator and to dispose of 

such alligator egg or alligator as the Department deems 

necessary. Violation of this part is a class 4 violation as 

described in Title 56.

P. Exceptions.

1. The Department or an authorized representative of the 

Department may take by any means and possess alligators or 

parts of alligators while in the performance of official 

duties.

2. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing 

an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the 

lives of others. Alligators killed under this provision must 

be reported to the Department within 24 hours.

Q. Penalty for Violation.

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator 

trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 

Fisheries finds that public welfare imperatively requires 

emergency action when the provisions of these regulations are



violated.

2. In addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators 

may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of the 

Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56 and 

under Federal law.

3. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules 

and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may 

result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all 

alligator licenses/permits held by the violator and, as 

further penalty, for serious, repeat, or multiple violations, 

the Department shall have the right to deny a violator any and 

all licenses/permits relating to alligators for a period not 

to exceed three (3) years.



RESOLUTION

COMMERCIAL TRIP LIMITS FOR RED SNAPPER

WHEREAS, red snapper are managed under the Federal Fishery
Management Plan for the Reef Fishes of the Gulf of Mexico, 
and

WHEREAS, the Secretary of Commerce has approved emergency
regulations establishing trip limits for the commercial 
harvest of red snapper in the Federal waters of the Gulf 
of Mexico, and ,

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council is
presently undertaking action to extend these regulations 
for Federal waters for the remainder of the 1993 fishing 
year, and

WHEREAS, the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council and
National Marine Fisheries Service have requested that the 
various Gulf states adopt regulations compatible with 
those contained in the emergency regulations and proposed 
extensions, and

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission under the
authority of R.S. 56:326.3 is empowered to set possession 
and daily take limits based on biological and technical 
data, and

WHEREAS, revisions to the existing rules are possible without
jeopardizing the biological integrity of the affected 
stocks, and

WHEREAS, technical analyses by staff of the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council has determined that the proposed 
measures will extend the length of the red snapper 
commercial season and provide benefits to the fishery,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission does adopt a Declaration of Emergency 
and express notice of intent to adopt permanent rules 
concerning commercial trip limits for red snapper in 
Louisiana waters.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the complete contents of the
Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent establishing 
commercial trip limits for red snapper are attached to and 
made part of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission does hereby authorize and delegate to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, the 
authority to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of 
the Commission to promulgate and effectuate these 
regulations and the final rule, including but not limited 
to the filing of the Fiscal and Economic Impact 
Statements, the Notice of Intent, and preparation of 
reports and correspondence to other agencies of 
government.

Bert Jones, Chairman
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Joe L^z Herring 
Louisiana Dept

Herring, Secretary/ N  
na Dept, of WildlifS—a]nd Fisheries



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S.49:953(B), the Administrative 
Procedure Act, R.SJ6:6(25)(a) which delegates the authority to the Commission to set 
seasons, daily take and possession limits, based upon biological and technical data; the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby finds that an imminent peril to the public welfare 
exists and accordingly adopts the following emergency rule:

COMMERCIAL RED SNAPPER TRIP LIMITS

Those persons possessing a permit issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for the Gulf of Mexico 
Reef Fish resources, who do not possess a red snapper endorsement on that 
permit are limited to a daily take and possession limit of 200 (two hundred) 
pounds per vessel.

Those persons possessing a permit issued by the National Marine Fisheries 
Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for the Gulf of Mexico 
Reef Fish resources, who do possess a red snapper endorsement on that 
permit are limited to a daily take and possession limit of 2,000 (two thousand) 
pounds per vessel.

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council has requested that this action be 
taken to provide consistent regulations for the fishery in both State and Federal waters off 
the coast of Louisiana. The action is intended to benefit the industry by extending the 
duration of the fishing season, which is anticipated to result in more stable exvessel prices 
to the fishermen.



NOTICE OF INTENT
DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 

TITLE 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

PART VII. FISH AND OTHER AQUATIC LIFE

CHAPTER 3. SALTWATER SPORT AND COMMERCIAL FISHERY

SECTION 335. Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by 
Commission, Reef Fish

The Secretary, Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does 
hereby give notice of intent to promulgate a Rule establishing 
possession limits for commercial harvest of red snapper, as part of 
the existing rule for daily take, possession, and size limits for 
reef fishes set by the Commission. Authority for adoption of this 
Rule is included in R.S.56:6(25) (a) and 56:326.3. Said Rule is 
attached to and made a part of this Notice of Intent.

(Note: bold underline is modification inserted into existing rule!
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby 

adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the harvest of 
snapper, grouper, sea basses, jewfish, and amberjack within and 
without Louisiana's territorial waters:

Species
Red Snapper

Queen, mutton, 
schoolmaster, blackfin, 
cubera, gray, dog, mahogany, 
silk, yellowtail snappers, 
and wenchman

All groupers

Greater amberjack

Recreational Bag Limits

7 fish per person per day

10 fish per person per day 
(in aggregate)

5 fish per person per day (in 
aggregate)

3 fish per person per day

All persons who do not possess a permit issued by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan 
for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources are limited to the 
recreational bag limit.

A person subject to a bag limit may not possess during a single 
day, regardless of the number of trips or the duration of a trip, 
any reef fish in excess of the bag limits.

For charter vessels and headboats as defined in Federal Regulations



50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol. 55, No. 14, there will be an 
allowance for up to two daily bag limits on multi-day trips 
provided the vessel has two licensed operators aboard as required 
by the U.S Coast Guard for trips of over 12 hours, and each 
passenger is issued and has in possession a receipt issued on 
behalf of the vessel that verifies the length of the trip.

Those persons possessing a permit issued bv the National Marine
Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Manaaement Plan for the
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources, who do not possess a red
snapper endorsement on that permit are limited to a daily take and
possession limit of 200 (two hundred) pounds per vessel.
Those persons possessing a permit issued bv the National Marine
Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery Management Plan for the
Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources . who do possess a red snapper
endorsement on that permit are limited to a daily take and
possession limit of 2.000 (two thousand) pounds per vessel.

Species Minimum Size Limits

Red Snapper

Gray, mutton and 
yellowtail snapper

Lane and Vermillion 
snapper

Red, gag, black, 
yellowfin and nassau 
grouper

Jewfish

13 inches total length 

12 inches total length

8 inches total length

20 inches total length

50 inches total length

Greater amberjack 28 inches fork length (recreational)
36 inches fork length (commercial)

Black seabass 8 inches total length

Federal regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol. 55, 
No. 14, defines charter vessels and headboats as follows:

Charter vessel means a vessel whose operator is licensed 
by the U.S. Coast Guard to carry six or fewer paying 
passengers and whose passengers fish for a fee. A charter 
vessel with a permit to fish on a commercial quota for reef 
fish is under charter when it carries a passenger who fishes 
for a fee, or when there are more than three persons aboard 
including operator and crew.

Headboat means vessel whose operator is licensed by the



U.S. Coast Guard to carry seven or more paying passengers and 
whose passengers fish for a fee. A headboat with a permit to 
fish on a commercial quota for reef fish is operating as a 
headboat when it carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or 
when there are more than three persons aboard including 
operator and crew.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 
56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 16:539 (June, 
1990), amended by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 1?:??? (_____ , 1992).



Jkfe of-fimOcv̂
joe L. Herring 

Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. E dw ai*  
Governor

January 29, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Chairman and Commission Members 

Susan Hawkins —

SUBJECT: Agenda Item - Red Snapper

Please find enclosed a Resolution and Notice of Intent for 
the red snapper issue to be discussed at the February 4th 
Commission Meeting. A Declaration of Emergency will also be 
presented at this time.

Thank you.

sch

Enclosure

An Equal Opportunity Employer



January 2 9 , 1993

Mr. Bert Jones
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission
P. 0. B. 98000
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Re: Caddo Lake Black
Bass Size Limit

Dear Mr. Jones,

First, let me introduce myself. My name is Roy G. Posey, 
owner of Drift-In Landing on Caddo Lake on Highway 1 in 
Mooringsport, La.. My wife,Carole, & I have operated this 
business for 10 years although it was first established 
many years ago. The past few years have been a struggle due 
in part to the size limit change from 12 inches to 14 inches. 
This change cost us & other camps approximately 80% of our 
everyday bass business due to the area offering other lakes 
without this restriction. Camps like ours depend on year 
round customers fishing for home consumption. Having to re­
turn bass back under 14 inches means most fishermen go home 
empty. Therefore jeopardizing our ability to maintain our 
operation & stay in business.

I am asking for your help to change the size limit back 
to 12 inches & a slot limit of 14 inches to 17 inches so 
our area lake can again be a contributor to our local com­
munity.

I understand there will be a meeting on February 4, 1993, 
to decide on this necessary change. This letter is ask your 
assistance in making this change & to enter this into the 
record of that meeting. Thank you.

RGP:cwp



Attachment

CC: Governor Edwin W. Edwards
P. 0. B. 94004 
Baton Rouge, La. 70804-9004

Mr. Joe L. Herring 
P. 0. B. 94004
Baton Rouge, La. 70804-9004

Wildlife & Fisheries Commission 
- P. 0. B. 98000 
Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

", Attn: Mr. Peter Vujnovich
Mr. Perry Gisclair 
Mr. Jimmy Jenkins 
Mr. Tee John Mialjevich 
Mr. John F. Schneider

Mr. Dan Brabham 
Louisiana Fishermen's Forum 
P. 0. B. 961 
Gonzales, La. 70707

Mr. Roy Hopkins
P . 0. B . 63
Oil City, La. 71061
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NOTICE OF INTENT

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

advertises its intent to adopt the following rule on black bass 

(Microoterus s p p.) in Caddo Lake located in Caddo Parish, 

Louisiana.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing

Section 167. Black Bass Regulations, Caddo Lake

Harvest regulations for black bass (Micropterus spp.) on Caddo 

Lake located in Caddo Parish, Louisiana are as follows:

Size limit: 14 inch-17 inch slot

Daily take: 10 fish of which no more than 4 fish

may exceed 17 inches maximum total 

length.

Possession limit: On Water - Same as daily take.

Off Water - Twice the daily take.

A 14-17 inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or 

possess a black bass whose maximum total length is between 14 

inches and 17 inches, both measurements inclusive.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6

(25)(a), 325 (C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 19:

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 

rule to Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7, 1993.

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman



January 28, 1993

Secretary Joe Herring
LA Department of Wildlife and FisheriesP. 0. Box 98000Baton Rouge, La. 70898-9000

Dear Secretary Herring:
Let us take this opportunity to again express our appreciation for 
meeting with us on November 6, 1992 at the Petroleum Club In Shreveport, 
You were very generous 1n bringing so many of your staff members to the meeting. We believe all present benefited from the Information they shared with us and the ensuing discussion. Your Interest In fishing as recreation certainly bodes well for the future of Caddo Lake and other Louisiana waters.
Secretary Herring, we appreciate your support In returning Caddo Lake to the citizens of Louisiana. As concerned citizens and Caddo Lake bass fishermen, we respectfully request our position be read Into the record 
of the February 4, 1993 meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, to-wlt:
We fully support THE LOUISIANA WILDLIFE and FISHERIES PROPOSAL to Increase the creel limit for largemouth and spotted bass on Caddo Lake to ten (10) fish outside of a protected slot. We are In favor of the Implementation of a 14 thru 17 Inch protected slot for bass on Caddo 
Lake on a temporary basis. We urge Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries biologists to evaluate the results of the protected slot after two years. Let the record show it Is our position that Louisiana should 
regulate the waters within Its boundaries for the recreation and benefit of the citizens of Louisiana without regard to the regulations of any 
other legal entity.
Respectfully,
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NOTICE OF INTENT

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby 

advertises its intent to amend the joint Louisiana/Texas Toledo 

Bend and Caddo Lake Sportfishing Reciprocal Agreement.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing 

Section 110. Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

The daily creel limit, (daily take), for black bass 

(Micropterus spp.) is set at eight fish and the minimum total 

length is set at 14 inches in Toledo Bend Reservoir. The 

possession limit shall be the same as the daily take on water and 

twice the daily take off water.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6

(25)(a), 325(c), 326.3, 673.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 14:548 (August 
1988), Amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), Amended LR 17:1123 (November 

1991), Amended LR 19: .

Interested persons may submit written comments of the proposed 

rule to Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fish Division, 

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 

70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m., Wednesday, April 7, 1993.

Bert H. Jones

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Chairman



RESOLUTION

RULES FOR THE SPECIAL BAIT DEALERS PERMITS

WHEREAS, the Special Bait Dealers Program is 
significant changes in this state, and

undergoing

WHEREAS, the Louisiana State Legislature has authorized the 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to set the rules for 
the Special Bait Dealers Program.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby adopt the final rule for the 
Special Bait Dealers Program.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission does hereby authorize and delegate to the 
Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, 
the authority to take any and all necessary steps on 
behalf of the Commission to promulgate and effectuate 
these regulations and the final rule.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the complete contents of the final 
rule establishing regulations for the Special Bait 
Dealers Program is attached to and made part of this 
resolution.

Vi/,
. Jones, Chairman

Herring, Sec^e^aryJoe



RULE

In accordance with the provisions of the Administrative 

Procedure Act (R.S. 49:950), and R. S. 56:497(C), the Louisiana 

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts the rules and 

regulations for a special bait dealer's permit which will allow the 

taking of live bait shrimp by qualified permit holders during the 

closed season between the spring and fall shrimp seasons.

Title 76

Wildlife and Fisheries 

Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life 

Chapter 3. Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery 

Section 329. Special Bait Dealer's Permit 

A. Policy

The special bait dealer's permit is intended solely for the 

benefit of the recreational fishing public which desires to use 

live shrimp as bait during the closed season between the spring and 

fall shrimp seasons. Its purpose is to allow the uninterrupted 

operation of those commercial establishments which sell live bait 

shrimp to the fishing public during the spring and fall shrimp 

season. The permit is not intended for the direct use of 

recreational fishermen, charter boats, commercial fishermen who 

sell dead shrimp, or for any other entity which may wish to catch 

shrimp for their own use during the closed season.

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission



Application

1. Applications for the special bait dealer's permit will 

be accepted from January 1 through April 30 of each year. 

All applications should be mailed to the department via 

certified mail.

2. Applications will be accepted only from the owner of an 

existing business which sells or plans to sell live bait 

to recreational fishermen.

3. Applications must be made on forms provided by the 

department; all information requested must be provided 

before the application will be processed.

4. Applicants must show proof of having acquired all 

necessary licenses and permits before the permit will be 

issued. This includes, if relevant, boat registration, 

vessel license, gear license, commercial fishing 

licenses, and name of fisherman; wholesale/retail dealers 

license, state sales tax number, and a copy of the 

applicant's and the fisherman's valid drivers license. 

A background check for wildlife violations of the 

applicant and the fisherman will be made. Conviction of 

any Class II or greater wildlife violation may be grounds 

for denial of application.

5. Applicant must post a $1,000 cash bond or surety bond 

before the permit is issued. If using a surety bond, 

these bonds must be issued through a bonding company or 

an insurance company. This bond will be forfeited if the 

permittee, his employee, or his contractor violates any



provision of the rules and regulations concerning the 

special bait dealer's permit or if the permittee, his 

employee, or his contractor violates any commercial 

fishing law or regulation while operating under the 

permit. Property bonds are not acceptable.

6. Before the permit is issued an agent of the department

must inspect the facilities of the applicant and verify 

that the applicant is operating a commercial

establishment which sells live shrimp to the fishing 

public for use as bait, and that the applicant does have 

facilities to maintain live shrimp. Notice to the public 

must be posted that live bait shrimp are available for 

sale. The applicant must have onshore facilities, 

including tanks with a minimum capacity of 500 gallons, 

available to hold live shrimp. These tanks must have 

provisions for aeration and/or circulation of the water 

in which live shrimp are held prior to sale. In 

determining total tank capacity of onshore facilities, 

the agent shall not count any tank with a capacity of 

less than 50 gallons.

7. Only the applicant, his designated employee, or his

contractor may operate under the permit. If the 

applicant has a contract with another party who will 

supply live bait shrimp to him, he must provide the 

department written evidence of the agreement. At the 

time of application, the applicant will specify who will 

be working under the permit. Should these persons



change, the applicant will notify the department in the 

manner specified by the permit before the new vessel or 

persons operate under the permit. The permit is not 

transferrable to any other person or vessel without 

previous notification to the department in the manner 

specified by the permit. The entire original permit must 

be carried on the vessel while in operation.

8. Vessel operations under this permit shall be limited to 

areas specified by the permittee as stipulated in his 

application.

Operations

1. Only the vessel listed in the permit can be used with the 

permit. Live wells, aeration tanks, and other vessel 

facilities to maintain live shrimp must be carried on or 

built into this vessel; it must be used for both taking 

and transporting the live shrimp. The vessel must have 

a minimum of one compartment or tank with a capacity of 

50 gallons. No other vessel may be used under the 

permit. Signs which identify the vessel as working under 

the special bait dealer's permit shall be posted on the 

vessel. These signs shall be visible from either side 

of the vessel and from the air? the word "BAIT" and the 

permit number shall be placed on these signs in letters 

at least 12 inches high.

2. Permitted gear is limited to one (1) trawl not to exceed 

25 feet along the cork line 33 feet along the lead line. 

This is the only gear which can be used or carried aboard



3 .

the permitted vessel while the vessel is operating under 

the permit; no other commercial fishing gear may be on 

the vessel when it is being used under permit.

No dead shrimp may be aboard the vessel while it is 

operating under the permit. All dead shrimp and all 

other organisms caught while taking live bait shrimp must 

be immediately returned to the water. Shrimp dying in 

onshore holding facilities may be sold for bait use only, 

in lots not to exceed 16 ounces in weight.

4. Bait shrimp may be taken only from sunrise to sunset; no 

night fishing is allowed under this permit.

5. The entire original permit must be in the possession of 

the person operating the vessel while it is engaged in 

taking shrimp under the terms of the permit.

6. Each time the permit is used the permittee must notify 

the department in the manner specified by the permit. 

Before the vessel departs the dock under the permit, the 

department must be advised of the time of departure and 

the general location in which trawling will take place; 

immediately after the permitted vessel returns to the 

dock the department must be notified of the time of 

return.

7. The permittee shall maintain an up-to-date record of the 

activities conducted under permit on forms provided by 

the Department for that purpose. These forms shall be 

available for inspection by agents of the department upon 

request by said agents. In addition, any agent of the



department shall be allowed to make an on site inspection 

of any facilities operating under the permit, at any 

time. Permittee will submit to the department, not later 

than September 1, the record of shrimp harvested under 

the permit.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 

56:497(C).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 3:210, (April 

1977), amended LR 15:867 (October 1989), LR 19:

Bert H. Jones 
Chairman



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES 
CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER SEASON QUOTA

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure Act, R.S.49:953(B) and 967, and under the 
authority of R.S.56:25(A) and R.8.56:435.1 notice is hereby given 
that the secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and 
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, hereby declares: That there 
will be an increase in the oyster fishing quota regulation from 10 
daily sacks to 15 sacks allowed daily for the remainder of the 92- 
93 oyster season.

Bert Jones, 
Chairman



DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries 
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the emergency provisions of the 

Administrative Procedure Act, R.S. 49:953(B) and 967, and under the 

authority of R.S. 56:25(A) and R.S. 56:435.1, notice is hereby 

given that the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission finds that 

imminent peril to the public welfare exists and hereby adopts the 

following emergency rule:

There will be an increase in the oyster fishing quota 

regulation from 10 daily sacks to 15 sacks allowed daily for 

Calcasieu Lake for the remainder of the 1992-93 oyster season.

Bert H. Jones

Chairman



CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER SEASON RESOLUTION

WHEREAS; 

WHEREAS; 

WHEREAS;

WHEREAS? 

THEREFORE

the Department assessed the resource and there was an 
above average supply, and

there has been a reduced amount of fishing pressure due 
to reduce oyster prices and public health closures, and

because of the reassessment of the water quality data, 
the health department has issue new more restrictive 
closures, and

Revised Statue 56:25(A) authorizes the Commission to 
regulated quota limits, and Revised Statue 56:435.1 
allows the Commission to regulate both the season and 
daily quota limits because of health closures,

BE IT RESOLVED; that the Louisiana Wildlife and 
Fisheries Commission increases the daily quota limit from 
10 sacks to 15 sacks,
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,
: CALCASIEU LAKE OYSTER SEASON
ii

tne Department assessed the resource and there was an 
above average supply; and

WHEREAS, there has been a reduced amount of fishing pressure due 
to reduced oyster prices and public health closures; and

WHEREAS, because of the reassessment of the water quality data, 
the health department has issued new more restrictive 
closures; and

WHEREAS, Revised Statute 56:25(A) authorizes the Commission to 
regulate quota limits, and Revised Statute 56:435.1 
allows the Commission to regulate both the season and 
daily quota limits because of health closures.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission increases the daily quota limit from 10 sacks 
to 15 sacks per day for the Calcasieu Public Oyster 
Grounds for the remainder of the 1992-93 oyster season.

-4%
Bert H. Jones, Chairman 
Louisiana Wildlife & Fisheries 
Commission

Louisiana Department of Wildlife
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OYSTER STATUS CALCASIEU LAKE

STOCK ASSESSMENTS ESTIMATED
SEASONS MARKETABLE TOTAL SACKS HARVESTED

1963 - - 210,160 sacks
1967-1974 - - No Commercial Landings

1975-1976 142,726 441,183 40,000

1976-1977 694,420 869,475 100,000
1977-1978 483,673 621,885 141,976

1978-1979 75,000
1979-1980 676,333 979,613 125,000

1980-1981 355,664 705,117 150,000

1981-1982 608,110 988,575
1982-1983 50, 000-75,000

1983-1984 150,000
1984-1985 125,407 644,788

1985-1986 315,160 537,760 27,400
1986-1987 589,940 1,217,959 200,000
1987-1988 796,950 2,703,647 125,000

1988-1989 463,331 1,036,580 50,000

1989-1990 172,046 640,892 40,000

1990-1991 408,961 1,268,962 50,000

1991-1992 1,048,882 1,731,367 31,383

1992-1993 749,915 1,612,736



CALCASIEU. LAKE OYSTER RESOURCE/ 1992-1993 OYSTER SEASON SUMMARY

OYSTER STOCK ASSESSMENT - 1992 (BASED ON AUGUST 1992 SAMPLES) 

Commercial Oyster Stock 3 Inches and greater

WESTSIDE BASTSIDB

299,111 Sacks 450,804 Sacks

TOTAL 749,915 Sacks

HEALTH CLOSURES

WESTSIDE

OPEN CLOSED % CLOSED

OCT. 17 0 0

NOV. 23 7 23 %

DEC. 10 21 35 %

NOTE; Present Closures of both

Through December 31, 1992

EASTSIDE

OPEN CLOSED %CLOSED

17 0 0

30 0 0

31 0 0

areas

VERIFIED PRODUCTION FIGURES

OCT.
NOV.

424 Sacks 
8,081 Sacks
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INTRODUCTION report to the Legislature with additional 
data.

The Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission in accordance with 
RS:56:6(27) and HCR 277 of the 1991 
Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature is required to prepare an 
annual report to the Legislature on red 
drum. The statute and HCR each require 
the Commission address three separate 
issues as follows:

1) Biological condition, profile and
stock assessment

2) Total allowable catch with
probable allocation scenarios

3) Detailed explanation of whether or 
not gamefish status should be 
continued.

This document is prepared by the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries to provide the Commission with 
the information needed to fulfill their 
obligation as stated above. This report 
addresses each issue individually and uses 
the best data available to the Department 
at this time. "Biological Condition" has 
been interpreted as "Status of the Stock" 
and is based on information in the 
biological profiles and stock assessment, so 
it is placed at the end of that section.

PROFILE, STOCK ASSESSMENT AND 
BIOLOGICAL CONDITION

A detailed review of the profile and 
stock assessment, "A Profile and Stock 
Assessment for Red Drum Sciaenops 
ocellatus. in Louisiana" was prepared by 
the Department in May, 1991. This report 
updates that document and last year’s

Biological Profile

The basic biological profile of the 
species was described in the draft 
"Biological and Fishery Profile of the Red 
Drum in Louisiana" by Hoese et al., which 
was presented to the Louisiana Legislature 
in May, 1991. Two studies, described 
below, have provided additional data since 
that time.

Wilson et al. (1992 and personal 
communication) provided additional data 
on adult red drum from purse seine 
samples offshore. Aged samples of red 
drum captured by purse seine first aroused 
concern in the mid-80’s about the status of 
the offshore stock by noting the relatively 
low number of young and middle-aged fish 
in these samples. The data from recent

schools sampled by purse seines. Wilson /  Q} 
et al. (1992) noted that this increased 
occurrence of younger fish seems 
independent from the occasional schools 
of very young fish (average school age <9) 
seen in some years. The 1985 and 1987 
year-class fish seem to be especially 
prominent in recent data, suggesting 
strong recruitment to the offshore 
population of fish spawned in 1985 and 
1987 (Figures 1 and 2). The^ exact. 
magnitude of these year-classes — , 
bropablv not be known for some time, 
since they may stilTnot be fully available 
to the purse seine gear. Age at full 
recruitment to the gear is uncertain, but 
may be 6 - 10 years.

1



Data on recruitment of juveniles 
into the Louisiana estuaries was developed 
by the Department's Finfish Monitoring 
Program (Figure 3). Initial estimates of 
recru itm ent for young-of-the-year 
juveniles, only a few inches long, are 
provided each fall by seine samples. 
Trammel nets sample juveniles just over 
one year old, very near the time they enter 
the recreational fishery. These 
independent estimates are generally well 
correlated.

Recent estimates of recruitment 
have shown strong differences between 
year classes. The initial estimates for the 
1989 year class in seine samples during the 
Fall of 1989 indicated low recruitment. _ 
^Numbers of age 1 fish in 1991 fl989_vearZT 
Class) were also below qvp.rage in trammel 
net samples. These low catch/effort 
indices were also reflected in reduced 
recreational catch for this cohort.

This year-class was followed by one 
of the strongest yet seen in the monitoring 
program, which began in 1986. By the fall 
of 1992, the 1990 year-class fish averaged 
20-24 inches and 3-5 pounds. 
Recreational fishing success provided by 
this cohort was significantly better than 
average in the 1991-1992 fishing year 
(September 1991-August/1992), according 
to information provided by the National 
'"Marine Fisheries Service ongoing Marine 
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS). This increased success was 
predicted in the report provided last year 
to the Legislature. In 1993, this cohort 
should provide increased availability of 
larger (5 -10  lb.) fish. However, this size 
fish typically represents a relatively small 
portion of the overall recreational harvest.

Initial (seine) estimates of the 1991 
year-class indicated a year-class strength 
near average. Recent (October-December 
1992) trammel estimates indicate a higher 
year-class strength than the seine 
estimates. This may have been due to 
increased survival over the mild winter of 
1991-1992, or due to normal variation 
between the sampling regimes.

Seine samples from the fall of 1992 
provide the first estimate of the 1992 year- 
class strength. The data from these 
samples suggest that the 1992 year-cl^ss 

"may~Be~5eIow average. _pased on this 
assessment of the year-class strength, 
numbers of available fish 16-19 inches TL 
will be reduced in the 1993-1994 fishing 
year.

Stock Assessment

Prior to the Departm ent's 
development of an assessment of 
Louisiana's red drum stock, the most 
recent assessment for red drum was a gulf­
wide assessment provided by Goodyear 
(1989). While the data summaries for his 
assessment have been updated (Goodyear 
1990,1991), the underlying assessment has 
not been reaffirmed since 1989. An 
update of his gulf-wide assessmenL-is,

^expected . during 1993_____Goodyear's
assessment is based on the assumption 
that the offshore purse seine data 
accurately represents the offshore age 
structure. His interpretation of the results 
is that a significant decline in recruitment 
to the offshore population occurred in the 
mid 1970's. He was unable to fully 
explain the cause of this decline but did in 
part attribute it to increased harvest levels 
of juvenile red drum during the mid to

2
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H r
late 70*5 in estuarine or inshore areas. 
His assessment is similar in concept to the 
first scenario of the Department’s analysis.

1992 Assessment Methodology

In the report presented to the 
Commission in 1992, the Department 
developed two potential scenarios 
describing the status of the red drum stock 
in Louisiana. Scenario 1 used the age 
structure of the offshore population, as 
suggested by the purse seine samples, to 

A estimate annual recruitment of red drum 
*' from 1972 to present. This scenario was 

further separated into two options. The 
first option used the highest estimates of 
recruitment suggested by the offshore age 
structure to predict the population status 
in terms of recruitment, female spawning 
biomass and SSBR, while the second 
option used the lowest estimates' of 
recruitment. Scenario 2 used constant 
recruitment \  at the average levels 
estimated from 1984-1986. The 
Department’s sampling program was 
available to indirectly estimate recruitment 
during these years.

In summary, the 1992 assessment 
was simply an update of the May, 1991 
assessment, adding two years (September 
1990 - August 1992) of additional data and 
supporting evidence acquired since that 
assessment.

1993 Assessment Methodology

The methodology used in this year’s 
assessment is virtually identical to last 
year; however, the assumption of full 
recruitment to the purse seine gear prior

to age 5 and constant recruitment to the 
population were not required because of 
the availability of recently collected data. 
Scenario 1 continues to rely on offshore 
purse seine samples to estimate the 
relative abundance of adult fish in the 
population. The 1991-1992 purse seine 
samples collected by LSU allows us to 
estimate the number at age of adult fish 
based on the 1986 cohort at age 5. This is 
a distinct advantage over the previous 
assessment which relies on ages 2 to 4 
year old fish being fully available to the 
purse seine gear. It is more reasonable to 
assume that age 5 fish, which are mature, 
are more available to the gear. Scenario 
2 no longer relies on constant recruitment.

The current assessment uses catch 
per effort by trammel nets from the 
Department’s finfish monitoring program 
to calculate fishing mortality of age 1 fish 
for the 1986 cohort, and to estimate 
recruitment in Scenario 2 for 1987-1991. 
Recruitment estimates for both scenarios 
are developed by use of an age-structured 
analysis (VPA) for 1972-1985. The VPA 
for Scenario 1 is based on the occurrence 
of red drum from the 1991 purse seine 
data in relation to the occurrence of the 
1986 cohort. In contrast, recruitment 
estimates in Scenario 2 are developed by 
using the fishing mortality rate for age 5 
fish in the 1986 cohort as a terminal 
fishing mortality rate for 1972-1985. 
Recruitment estimates for each scenario 
are presented in Figure 4. In both 
scenarios a Ricker spawner/recruit curve 
is developed to project recruitment into 
the future to further evaluate the impact 
of fishing on the population (Figures 5 
and 6).

3



Biological Condition (Status of the Stock)

The results of Scenarios 1 and 2 
are depicted in Figures 7 and 8. The 
figures show the impact on spawning stock 
biomass per recruit (SSBR) under two 
different conditions: A) fishing continued 
at current levels, B) a complete closure of 
all fishing beginning September 1, 1992.

Simulations of future conditions 
under both Scenario 1 and 2 indicate that 
under current rates of fishing mortality, 
spawning biomass will increase over time. 
There is still uncertainty, however, as to 
whether Scenario 1 or Scenario 2 depicts 
the actual current status of red drum in 
Louisiana or whether neither scenario is 
completely accurate. We choose to view 
both Scenario 1 and Scenario 2 as possible 
based on available data at this time, and 
can offer no further resolution until 
additional data support either scenario. In 
either case, SSBR of females in 1992 is 
approximately 40% of the average biomass 
under unfished conditions. The major 
difference between the scenarios is that 
spawning biomass under Scenario 1 is 
estimated to be about 69% of that 
estimated under Scenario 2. For example, 
under Scenario 1, 1992 spawning biomass 
of females is estimated as 24 million 
pounds. Under Scenario 2, 1992 female 
spawning biomass is estimated as 35 
million pounds.

The Department, after a thorough 
review of all available data on red drum, 
feels that the results of this assessment 
and simulations of future conditions best 
describe the status of the red drum stock 
in Louisiana. However, an assessment is 
only as good as it reflects actual 
conditions. The status of the stock is

composed of two parts, one being the 
impact of current regulations on the future 
condition of the stock, and the other being 
the current status of the stock as resulting 
from past mortality rates. We feel 
confident that this assessment accurately 
represents the impact of current 
regulations and these regulations 
adequately provide sufficient survival to 
maintain the spawning biomass well into 
the future. We have less confidence in 
our characterization of the current status 
of the stock. The cause for uncertainty is 
the current status of the stock in relation 
to estimates of mortality prior to 1980. As 
in any assessment, there are a number of 
assumptions that must be made to develop 
mortality estimates. It is the accuracy of 
those assumptions that are critical to 
adequately characterizing the current 
status of the stock. We feel that further 
verification of the scenarios presented are 
required before any adjustments in total 
harvest can be recommended.

We are confident in the simulations 
of future conditions if the assumption of 
no change in overall fishing pressure is not 
violated. Increases in fishing pressure 
(fishing mortality) could come from many 
sources even though current regulations 
remain unchanged. For example, anglers 
could increase the number of trips 
targeting or harvesting red drum thus 
increasing the annual fishing mortality. 
More efficient methods of angling for red 
drum could be developed or popularized. 
New users of the resource (additional 
recreational anglers or increased by-catch 
mortality by harvesters) could enter the 
fishery. Due to such factors, it will always 
be impossible to predict completely the 
effects of current regulations on the future 
condition of the red drum resource.
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Current regulations governing the 
recreational fishery (size limits and daily 
bag limits) control fishing mortality only 
indirectly, but do not control overall 
fishing pressure.

If fishing mortality remains at
current levels additional studies in future
years should allow a more precise
estimation of the current status of the
stock and consequently the allowable
harvest. It is anticipated that after 1995
the uncertainty of which scenario is most
accurate should be resolvable because
there will be sufficient differences in the
projected size of the offshore schools of
red drum provided by each scenario.
However, additional sampling efforts to
measure the magnitude of the offshore
population in 1995, such as the 1986
tagging study by Nichols (1988), will be
necessary to detect these differences.
strongly recommend that the Commission
and Ledslatufe petition the National
"Marine fisheries Service to~~conduct a
study "wlioco maTPr witti the  ̂objective of
measuring the magnitude and age
structure of the offshore population.
------- -------------------------------------------------- — ,

TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH WITH 
PROBABLE ALLOCATION SCENARIOS

The intent of this section is to 
provide guidance as to the allowable catch 
and predicted results of changes in 
allocation between the commercial and 
recreational sectors of the red drum 
fishfcE&̂ t  this time we recommend no 
increase in current fishing mortality rates, 
on red drumjTjiven this recommendationT 
in order to allocate harvest to the 
commercial sector at this time, it would be

necessary to remove this harvest from the 
recreational sector.

There are an infinite number of 
probable allocation scenarios, depending 
on the method used to regulate either 
sector and the availability of suitable data. 
Given the available data we have reviewed 
two methods: A) an increase in the
recreational minimum size limit to 18" 
total length; and B) the predicted impact 
of a commercial allocation on the 
recreational bag limit.

There is no reliable estimate of 
total allowable catch due to the 
uncertainty in selecting the most accurate 
stock condition scenario; therefore, we 
have supplied predicted allocation 
scenarios based on both of the stock 
scenarios defined in the stock assessment 
section (Scenario 1 and Scenario 2). It 
should be realized that allocation resulting 
from Scenario 1 would be the more 
stringent and would be the most 
biologically conservative.

The first approach increases the 
recreational minimum size limit from 16 
to 18 inches total length. The predicted 
reduction in the recreational harvest is 
approximately 126,000 fish for Scenario 1 
and approximately 230,000 fish for 
Scenario 2. If a commercial quota is 
implemented, it could then be all or some 
portion of the reduction in the 
recreational harvest.

The second approach to allocation 
considers the effect of setting a 
commercial allocation based on the 
current recreational daily bag limit. The 
MRFSS creel survey indicates there is 
harvest in excess of the current bag limit
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ncn/is represented by that portion of 
vi^ure 9 between a bag limit of 5 and 6. 
If there was complete compliance with the 
current bag limit, an allocation of 
approximately 60,000 fish to the 
commercial fishery would be possible 
under Scenario 1 and approximately
125.000 fish under Scenario 2, without any 
change in the current daily bag limit. 
Figure 9 also allows comparison of many 
variations of a commercial allocation. For 
example, if a  commercial allocation of
100.000 fish is chosen, the appropriate 
reduction in the recreational bag limit 
based on Scenario 1 would be to 4 per 
person per day. For Scenario 2, 5 per 
person per day would be acceptable.

The allocation scenarios presented 
here are intended only to provide 
guidance in estimating the impact of the 
allocation of a commercial harvest and 
again the results of Scenario 1 would be 
the most conservative of the two scenarios 
examined.

Gamefish status in and of itself does little 
to control total harvest or protect the 
biological integrity of the red drum stock, 
since it does not control the amount of 
effort expended or restrict the amount of 
time a fish is in the fishery.

We are not in a position to address 
non-biological aspects of gamefish; rather, 
simply to state that biologically, gamefish 
status is of little consequence as it relates 
to the present or future condition of 
Louisiana’s red drum stock.

GAMEFISH STATUS

The designation of "gamefish" as it 
relates to the current status of red drum is 
of little biological utility, but rather a 
social or political approach to the 
allocation aspect of management. 
Biologically, there is no difference 
between a fish harvested by rod and reel 
or that harvested in a net. The biological 
integrity of a fish resource is influenced by 
the number of fish harvested and the sizes 
(or ages) at which they are harvested. 
Size limits, bag limits and quotas are 
examples of biological tools typically used 
to control harvest and protect the 
biological integrity of a fish resource.
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Figure 1. Purse seine age frequency, 1990-91. Data from Wilson et al. (1992 and 
pers. comm.).
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Figure 2. Purse seine age frequency, 1991-92. Data from Wilson et al., pers. comm.
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RICKER RECRUIT CURVE FOR RED DRUM
SCENARIO 1

RECRUITMENT (MILLIONS O F FISH)

1808
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Figure 5. Ricker spawner/recruit relationship for Scenario 1.

RICKER RECRUIT CURVE FOR RED DRUM
SCENARIO 2
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Figure 6. Ricker spawner/recruit relationship for Scenario 2.



RED DRUM SPAWNING STOCK BIOMASS / RECRUIT
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PERCENT SSB/R
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Figure 7. Spawning stock biomass per recruit for female red drum from Scenario 1.

RED DRUM SPAWNING STOCK BIOMASS /  RECRUIT
SCENARIO 2
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Figure 8. Spawning stock biomass per recruit for female red drum from Scenario 2.
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INTRODUCTION

The Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission in accordance with 
RS:56:6(27) and HCR 277 of the 1991 
Regular Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature is required to prepare an 
annual report to the Legislature on red 
drum. The statute and HCR each require 
the Commission address three separate 
issues as follows:

1) Biological condition, profile and
stock assessment

2) Total allowable catch with
probable allocation scenarios

3) Detailed explanation of whether or 
not gamefish status should be 
continued.

This document is prepared by the 
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries to provide the Commission with 
the information needed to fulfill their 
obligation as stated above. This report 
addresses each issue individually and uses 
the best data available to the Department 
at this time. "Biological Condition" has 
been interpreted as "Status of the Stock" 
and is based on information in the 
biological profiles and stock assessment, so 
it is placed at the end of that section.

PROFILE, STOCK ASSESSMENT AND 
BIOLOGICAL CONDITION

A detailed review of the profile and 
stock assessment, "A Profile and Stock 
Assessment for Red Drum Sciaenops 
ocellatus. in Louisiana" was prepared by 
the Department in May, 1991. This report 
updates that document and last year’s

report to the Legislature with additional 
data.

Biological Profile

The basic biological profile of the 
species was described in the draft 
"Biological and Fishery Profile of the Red 
Drum in Louisiana" by Hoese et al., which 
was presented to the Louisiana Legislature 
in May, 1991. Two studies, described 
below, have provided additional data since 
that time.

Wilson et al. (1992 and personal 
communication) provided additional data 
on adult red drum from purse seine 
samples offshore. Aged samples of red 
drum captured by purse seine first aroused 
concern in the mid-80’s about the status of 
the offshore stock by noting the relatively 
low number of young and middle-aged fish 
in these samples. The data from recent 
years show significantly increased numbers 
of younger fishes (< age 9) in the offshore 
schools sampled by purse seines. Wilson 
et al. (1992) noted that this increased 
occurrence of younger fish seems 
independent from the occasional schools 
of very young fish (average school age < 9) 
seen in some years. The 1985 and 1987 
year-class fish seem to be especially 
prominent in recent data, suggesting 
strong recruitment to the offshore 
population of fish spawned in 1985 and 
1987 (Figures 1 and 2). The exact 
magnitude of these year-classes will 
probably not be known for some time, 
since they may still not be fully available 
to the purse seine gear. Age at full 
recruitment to the gear is uncertain, but 
may be 6 - 10 years.
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Data on recruitment of juveniles 
into the Louisiana estuaries was developed 
by the Department's Finfish Monitoring 
Program (Figure 3). Initial estimates of 
recru itm en t for young-of-the-year 
juveniles, only a few inches long, are 
provided each fall by seine samples. 
Trammel nets sample juveniles just over 
one year old, very near the time they enter 
the recreational fishery. These 
independent estimates are generally well 
correlated.

Recent estimates of recruitment 
have shown strong differences between 
year classes. The initial estimates for the 
1989 year class in seine samples during the 
Fall of 1989 indicated low recruitment. 
Numbers of age 1 fish in 1991 (1989 year- 
class) were also below average in trammel 
net samples. These low catch/effort 
indices were also reflected in reduced 
recreational catch for this cohort.

This year-class was followed by one 
of the strongest yet seen in the monitoring 
program, which began in 1986. By the fall 
of 1992, the 1990 year-class fish averaged 
20-24 inches and 3-5 pounds. 
Recreational fishing success provided by 
this cohort was significantly better than 
average in the 1991-1992 fishing year 
(September 1991-August 1992), according 
to information provided by the National 
Marine Fisheries Service ongoing Marine 
Recreational Fishery Statistics Survey 
(MRFSS). This increased success was 
predicted in the report provided last year 
to the Legislature. In 1993, this cohort 
should provide increased availability of 
larger (5 -10  lb.) fish. However, this size 
fish typically represents a relatively small 
portion of the overall recreational harvest.

Initial (seine) estimates of the 1991 
year-class indicated a year-class strength 
near average. Recent (October-December 
1992) trammel estimates indicate a higher 
year-class strength than the seine 
estimates. This may have been due to 
increased survival over the mild winter of 
1991-1992, or due to normal variation 
between the sampling regimes.

Seine samples from the fall of 1992 
provide the first estimate of the 1992 year- 
class strength. The data from these 
samples suggest that the 1992 year-class 
may be below average. Based on this 
assessment of the year-class strength, 
numbers of available fish 16-19 inches TL 
will be reduced in the 1993-1994 fishing 
year.

Stock Assessment

Prior to the D epartm ent's 
development of an assessment of 
Louisiana’s red drum stock, the most 
recent assessment for red drum was a gulf­
wide assessment provided by Goodyear 
(1989). While the data summaries for his 
assessment have been updated (Goodyear 
1990,1991), the underlying assessment has 
not been reaffirmed since 1989. An 
update of his gulf-wide assessment is 
expected during 1993. Goodyear’s 
assessment is based on the assumption 
that the offshore purse seine data 
accurately represents the offshore age 
structure. His interpretation of the results 
is that a significant decline in recruitment 
to the offshore population occurred in the 
mid 1970's. He was unable to fully 
explain the cause of this decline but did in 
part attribute it to increased harvest levels 
of juvenile red drum during the mid to
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late 70’s in estuarine or inshore areas. 
His assessment is similar in concept to the 
first scenario of the Department’s analysis.

1992 Assessment Methodology

In the report presented to the 
Commission in 1992, the Department 
developed two potential scenarios 
describing the status of the red drum stock 
in Louisiana. Scenario 1 used the age 
structure of the offshore population, as 
suggested by the purse seine samples, to 
estimate annual recruitment of red drum 
from 1972 to present. This scenario was 
further separated into two options. The 
first option used the highest estimates of 
recruitment suggested by the offshore age 
structure to predict the population status 
in terms of recruitment, female spawning 
biomass and SSBR, while the second 
option used the lowest estimates of 
recruitment. Scenario 2 used constant 
recruitment at the average levels 
estimated from 1984-1986. The 
Department’s sampling program was 
available to indirectly estimate recruitment 
during these years.

In summary, the 1992 assessment 
was simply an update of the May, 1991 
assessment, adding two years (September 
1990 - August 1992) of additional data and 
supporting evidence acquired since that 
assessment.

1993 Assessment Methodology

The methodology used in this year’s 
assessment is virtually identical to last 
year; however, the assumption of full 
recruitment to the purse seine gear prior

to age 5 and constant recruitment to the 
population were not required because of 
the availability of recently collected data. 
Scenario 1 continues to rely on offshore 
purse seine samples to estimate the 
relative abundance of adult fish in the 
population. The 1991-1992 purse seine 
samples collected by LSU allows us to 
estimate the number at age of adult fish 
based on the 1986 cohort at age 5. This is 
a distinct advantage over the previous 
assessment which relies on ages 2 to 4 
year old fish being fully available to the 
purse seine gear. It is more reasonable to 
assume that age 5 fish, which are mature, 
are more available to the gear. Scenario 
2 no longer relies on constant recruitment.

The current assessment uses catch 
per effort by trammel nets from the 
Department’s finfish monitoring program 
to calculate fishing mortality of age 1 fish 
for the 1986 cohort, and to estimate 
recruitment in Scenario 2 for 1987-1991. 
Recruitment estimates for both scenarios 
are developed by use of an age-structured 
analysis (VPA) for 1972-1985. The VPA 
for Scenario 1 is based on the occurrence 
of red drum from the 1991 purse seine 
data in relation to the occurrence of the 
1986 cohort. In contrast, recruitment 
estimates in Scenario 2 are developed by 
using the fishing mortality rate for age 5 
fish in the 1986 cohort as a terminal 
fishing mortality rate for 1972-1985. 
Recruitment estimates for each scenario 
are presented in Figure 4. In both 
scenarios a Ricker spawner/recruit curve 
is developed to project recruitment into 
the future to further evaluate the impact 
of fishing on the population (Figures 5 
and 6).
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Biological Condition (S tatus of the Stock)

The results of Scenarios 1 and 2 
are depicted in Figures 7 and 8. The 
figures show the impact on spawning stock 
biomass per recruit (SSBR) under two 
different conditions: A) fishing continued 
at current levels, B) a complete closure of 
all fishing beginning September 1, 1992.

Simulations of future conditions 
under both Scenario 1 and 2 indicate that 
under current rates of fishing mortality, 
spawning biomass will increase over time. 
There is still uncertainty, however, as to 
whether Scenario 1 or Scenario 2 depicts 
the actual current status of red drum in 
Louisiana or whether neither scenario is 
completely accurate. We choose to view 
both Scenario 1 and Scenario 2 as possible 
based on available data at this time, and 
can offer no further resolution until 
additional data support either scenario. In 
either case, SSBR of females in 1992 is 
approximately 40% of the average biomass 
under unfished conditions. The major 
difference between the scenarios is that 
spawning biomass under Scenario 1 is 
estimated to be about 69% of that 
estimated under Scenario 2. For example, 
under Scenario 1, 1992 spawning biomass 
of females is estimated as 24 million 
pounds. Under Scenario 2, 1992 female 
spawning biomass is estimated as 35 
million pounds.

The Department, after a thorough 
review of all available data on red drum, 
feels that the results of this assessment 
and simulations of future conditions best 
describe the status of the red drum stock 
in Louisiana. However, an assessment is 
only as good as it reflects actual 
conditions. The status of the stock is

composed of two parts, one being the 
impact of current regulations on the future 
condition of the stock, and the other being 
the current status of the stock as resulting 
from past mortality rates. We feel 
confident that this assessment accurately 
represents the impact of current 
regulations and these regulations 
adequately provide sufficient survival to 
maintain the spawning biomass well into 
the future. We have less confidence in 
our characterization of the current status 
of the stock. The cause for uncertainty is 
the current status of the stock in relation 
to estimates of mortality prior to 1980. As 
in any assessment, there are a number of 
assumptions that must be made to develop 
mortality estimates. It is the accuracy of 
those assumptions that are critical to 
adequately characterizing the current 
status of the stock. We feel that further 
verification of the scenarios presented are 
required before any adjustments in total 
harvest can be recommended.

We are confident in the simulations 
of future conditions if the assumption of 
no change in overall fishing pressure is not 
violated. Increases in fishing pressure 
(fishing mortality) could come from many 
sources even though current regulations 
remain unchanged. For example, anglers 
could increase the number of trips 
targeting or harvesting red drum thus 
increasing the annual fishing mortality. 
More efficient methods of angling for red 
drum could be developed or popularized. 
New users of the resource (additional 
recreational anglers or increased by-catch 
mortality by harvesters) could enter the 
fishery. Due to such factors, it will always 
be impossible to predict completely the 
effects of current regulations on the future 
condition of the red drum resource.
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Current regulations governing the 
recreational fishery (size limits and daily 
bag limits) control fishing mortality only 
indirectly, but do not control overall 
fishing pressure.

If fishing mortality remains at 
current levels additional studies in future 
years should allow a more precise 
estimation of the current status of the 
stock and consequently the allowable 
harvest. It is anticipated that after 1995 
the uncertainty of which scenario is most 
accurate should be resolvable because 
there will be sufficient differences in the 
projected size of the offshore schools of 
red drum provided by each scenario. 
However, additional sampling efforts to 
measure the magnitude of the offshore 
population in 1995, such as the 1986 
tagging study by Nichols (1988), will be 
necessary to detect these differences. We 
strongly recommend that the Commission 
and Legislature petition the National 
Marine Fisheries Service to conduct a 
study with the objective of measuring the 
magnitude and age structure of the 
offshore population.

TOTAL ALLOWABLE CATCH WITH 
PROBABLE ALLOCATIONSCENARIOS

The intent of this section is to 
provide guidance as to the allowable catch 
and predicted results of changes in 
allocation between the commercial and 
recreational sectors of the red drum 
fishery. At this time we recommend no 
increase in current fishing mortality rates 
on red drum. Given this recommendation, 
in order to allocate harvest to the 
commercial sector at this time, it would be

necessary to remove this harvest from the 
recreational sector.

There are an infinite number of 
probable allocation scenarios, depending 
on the method used to regulate either 
sector and the availability of suitable data. 
Given the available data we have reviewed 
two methods: A) an increase in the
recreational minimum size limit to 18" 
total length; and B) the predicted impact 
of a commercial allocation on the 
recreational bag limit.

There is no reliable estimate of 
total allowable catch due to the 
uncertainty in selecting the most accurate 
stock condition scenario; therefore, we 
have supplied predicted allocation 
scenarios based on both of the stock 
scenarios defined in the stock assessment 
section (Scenario 1 and Scenario 2). It 
should be realized that allocation resulting 
from Scenario 1 would be the more 
stringent and would be the most 
biologically conservative.

The first approach increases the 
recreational minimum size limit from 16 
to 18 inches total length. The predicted 
reduction in the recreational harvest is 
approximately 126,000 fish for Scenario 1 
and approximately 230,000 fish for 
Scenario 2. If a commercial quota is 
implemented, it could then be all or some 
portion of the reduction in the 
recreational harvest.

The second approach to allocation 
considers the effect of setting a 
commercial allocation based on the 
current recreational daily bag limit. The 
MRFSS creel survey indicates there is 
harvest in excess of the current bag limit
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which is represented by that portion of 
Figure 9 between a bag limit of 5 and 6. 
If there was complete compliance with the 
current bag limit, an allocation of 
approximately 60,000 fish to the 
commercial fishery would be possible 
under Scenario 1 and approximately
125.000 fish under Scenario 2, without any 
change in the current daily bag limit. 
Figure 9 also allows comparison of many 
variations of a commercial allocation. For 
example, if a commercial allocation of
100.000 fish is chosen, the appropriate 
reduction in the recreational bag limit 
based on Scenario 1 would be to 4 per 
person per day. For Scenario 2, 5 per 
person per day would be acceptable.

The allocation scenarios presented 
here are intended only to provide 
guidance in estimating the impact of the 
allocation of a commercial harvest and 
again the results of Scenario 1 would be 
the most conservative of the two scenarios 
examined.

GAMEFISH STATUS

The designation of "gamefish" as it 
relates to the current status of red drum is 
of little biological utility, but rather a 
social or political approach to the 
allocation aspect of management. 
Biologically, there is no difference 
between a fish harvested by rod and reel 
or that harvested in a net. The biological 
integrity of a fish resource is influenced by 
the number of fish harvested and the sizes 
(or ages) at which they are harvested. 
Size limits, bag limits and quotas are 
examples of biological tools typically used 
to control harvest and protect the 
biological integrity of a fish resource.

Gamefish status in and of itself does little 
to control total harvest or protect the 
biological integrity of the red drum stock, 
since it does not control the amount of 
effort expended or restrict the amount of 
time a fish is in the fishery.

We are not in a position to address 
non-biological aspects of gamefish; rather, 
simply to state that biologically, gamefish 
status is of little consequence as it relates 
to the present or future condition of 
Louisiana’s red drum stock.
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to purse seine capture: the missing fish? LSU-CFI-92-2 CFI/LSU Final Report, 1990-1991 
MARFIN Co-op Agreements NA90AA-H-MF724 and NA90AA-H-MF763. 40pp., 16 figs.



Figure 1.

PURSE SEINE AGE FREQUENCY OF RED DRUM
1990-1991

PERCENT BY NUMBER 
raer

Purse seine age frequency, 1990-91. Data from Wilson et al, (1992 and 
pers. comm.).

PURSE SEINE AGE FREQUENCY OF RED DRUM
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Figure 2. Purse seine age frequency, 1991-92. Data from Wilson et al., pers. comm.
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RICKER RECRUIT CURVE FOR RED DRUM
SCENARIO 1

RECRUITMENT (MILLIONS O F FISH)

Xestwatb) mow vm

SPAWNING STOCK (MILLIONS OF POUNDS)

Figure 5. Ricker spawner/recruit relationship for Scenario 1.

RICKER RECRUIT CURVE FOR RED DRUM
SCENARIO 2

RECRUITMENT (MILUONS O F FISH)

X e s t w t h i  f r o m  v fa

19*

SPAWNING STOCK (MILLIONS O F POUNDS)

Figure 6. Ricker spawner/recruit relationship for Scenario 2.



RED DRUM SPAWNING STOCK BIOMASS /  RECRUIT
SCENARIO 1

PERCENT SSB /R
100%

oo% -

40% -

FISHING 
-*-NO FISHING

1800

YEAR

Figure 7. Spawning stock biomass per recruit for female red drum from Scenario 1.

RED DRUM SPAWNING STOCK BIOMASS /  RECRUIT
SCENARIO 2

PERCENT SSB/R

80%  -

40%  “

FISHING 
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YEAR

Figure 8. Spawning stock biomass per recruit for female red drum from Scenario 2.
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the players each received (400 
‘.land Terrace, a public boostog 
•art. The other two were paid 
' performed, the report said. 
;us, Texas A&M also views the 
iary,” the school said, 
ions defined by the NCAA as 
nly limited recruiting or 

• - isolated or inadvertent

1 LWFC releases redfish report 
doesn’t recommend status char#
By JOBMACALUSO
Advocate outdoors writer

length) will be reduced in the 1993-94 \ passed in an emergency declaration, hi 
fishing year.” 'issue was the need to make Louisiana

The report showed the 1990 year* ; red snapper regulations conform to new

v.

■g in regatta

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries class redfish had, by the end of 1992, rules passed by the National Marine 
Commission passed along the grown to 20-24 inches and 3 to 5 pounds. Fisheries’ Gulf of Mexico Council 
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries' The report described the 1990 class as , While the commercial red snapper 
annual redfish report to the Louisiana being one of the “strongest yet seen in quote was raised by over 1 million ' 

____   Legislature without recommending any the monitoring program," which began pounds this year, only those fishermen

r i l r  i f e  The action was the most heated of the we recommend no increase in c u rre n t. Fish committee can have more than 200
inursoay a t me u.n. nailing jg agenda items at Thursday's monthly fishing m ortality ra tes on red drum pounds per day — but not more than 
A * * . . t u m e e t i n g .  (redfish)” ; /  - • .  2,000 pounds. The upcoming red ,
Anny u»veu, iswm peung in Several commercial fishermen The significance of these two sizes is snapper season is the first in which the 

r  ̂  Lf v? fMd insisted the LWFC follow the that recreational fishermen target 16- endorsements will be needed to make
! 1^5^  h * Jw ? 1* kfl Legislature's mandate which, in part, 19 inch redfish in their catches, while the larger catches,
ompeting m me m  Board directs the LWFC to give a  “detailed ..commercial fishermen would be more The 2,000*pound restriction was 

^ ^  . explanation of whether or not gamefish likely to take the larger fish. All legal added to this year’s regulations to ward
me rormat and classes to oe status should be continued.” redfish catches must come from state off last year’s fall in wholesale prices.

Gamefish status was given to redfish waters since there is a ban on the taking The commercial quota of over 2 million 
by an act of the Louisiana Legislature, of redfish from federal waters. " pounds was taken in 48 days last year, 
thereby removing the fish from The language in the report th a t To receive an “endorsement” 

; /w \+ h a l l  n r s t / v r a m  commercial harvest v ;  - triggered- the call for the commercial fishermen had to prove
O O i u a l l  p r o g r a m  LWFC members Tee John recommendation for a status change that he or she caught a t  least 5,000 
Budget constraints have Mialjevicb, Perry Gisclair and Pete was, . . in order to allocate harvest pounds of red snapper each year to two 

Clara University, ending a Vujnovicb, who are involved in to the commercial sector at this time, it of the last three years. Louisiana 
1 hat boasted victories in the commercial fishing interests, agreed would be necessary to remove this fishermen have complained that that _i

with the commercial fishermen. harvest from the recreational sector.” : total is too high, that they don’t target '
s of deep anguish,” athletic After Commission chairman Bert • “All we want is a commitment from red snapper as an individual species,

«i making the announcement Jones declared that in order to debate the commission to give us a season,”  and have been refused application for 
the family." the issue, it  had to be on the agenda, said Orleans Parish commercial the endorsement. Others complained

. ictories, the Broncos also Since it wasn't, Jones said the m atter fisherman P e te r Gerica. “Since the that Louisiana's offshore waters are 
'ormer Dallas Cowboy Doug would not be heard, though the LWFC report gives a scenario for dominated by “snapper boats" from 
.49er Brent Jones, as well as would accept public comment, (commercial) allocation, we believe Florida and Texas.

1 istorini Mialjevicb, noticeably angered by the they (the LWFC) should re-evaluate the - The commission heard from LDWF
course of action became ruling, said, “ I don’t  know what I’m status and give us a quota. We want secretary Joe Herring that the

: ng Games in Savannah, Ga., is 
’ snadian-American series. .

osident Rev. Paul LocatellL doing here/ them to go to a ‘tag’ system which would department was awaiting further legal
personally because I have Mialjevicb sought a ruling from give the LDWF Enforcement Division review of its documents before issuing a 

for the many outstanding LDWF attorney Mike Landrum, who an easier time to enforce the rules, and statement regarding the case-by-case 
>o have participated in our agreed with Jones, but added that the give the biologists a more solid base for disposition of four Winn Parish men 
.cbes, past and present" item  could be addressed if the their studies." involved in 27 alleged wildlife
: major upsets including two commission had a two-thirds majority The report addressed the current violations.
936 and 1937. Probably the in a vote to suspend the rules, gamefish status issue by declaring that In other action, the LWFC voted 
cr, came during the reign of Mialjevich’s motion failed and he, along i t " . . .  is of little biological utility, but 'unanimously to ratify the state’s new 
beat Paul “Bear” Bryant's with Gisclair, placed the item on the rather a social or political approach” to alligator harvest regulations, passed on 
Orange Bowl agenda for the March 4 meeting. allocating what the LDWF biologists' 'departm ent recommendations for a
v a t SCU. Funding forced The annual report indicated that the believe is number of redfish that should new 14-17 inch slot limit and a new 10- 
-rt was not reinstated until numbers of young redfish in the state’s  be caught in any one year. largemoutb bass daily lim it a t Caddo

estuaries dropped In 1992 and. Several Louisiana commercial ;Lake, and increased the daily limit from 
ason, their final game a 55- according to the report, that “numbers fishermen were also angered by red 10 sacks to 15 sacks in Calcasieu Lake 

: .he 49th Little Big Game. of available fish 16-19 inches (total snapper regulations the commission public oyster grounds. ,



L o u i s i a n a  D r e d g i n g  C o m p a n y
P. O. Box 1417 

K e nn er, Louisiana 70063

January 28, 1993 

Chairman & Members of
The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission 
P. O. Box 98000
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70898-9000

Re: Lease for Fossil Shell Extraction
From State Owned Water Bottoms 
Dated as of September 5, 1991

Gentlemen:

Acting upon the advise of Mr. Don Puckett and Ms. Karen Foote, we have requested 
permission to address the Commission on February 4, 1993 to propose the following:

That Louisiana Dredging Company be allowed to obtain a 
substitute performance bond from a different surety. This 
surety would be fully qualified and acceptable to the 
Department.

That since the original bond was fixed as the aggregate of 
the $800,000 minimum for three years, and since the first 
lease year has been completed and Louisiana Dredging Co. has 
paid the first year's minimum royalty of $800,000, we assume 
that the bond would be for the amount of $1,600,000 which is 
the aggregate o f the minimum annual royalties for the second 
and third lease years.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance.

Yours very truly,

Louisiana Dredging Company

Richard B. Koen
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$35, 469.68 
1,044 

$461,521.25 
1,374 

$627, 229.52
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 

2 
$1,270.10- 

116 
$55,426.50- 

185 
$121,801.90-

SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 
1 

$291.00 
50 

$8,650.73 
90 

$21,444.88
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ENF 525U 
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

DATE: 
3-FEB-1993

CLASS I ACTIVITY REPORT
CURRENT MONTH 

FISCAL YEAR TO DATE 
INCEPTION TO DATE

01/01/1993 TO 01/31/1993 
07/01/1992 TO 01/31/1993 

01/31/1993
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ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-JANUARY, 1993

TOTAL CASES-40 ENFORCEMENT-40

OTHER_______ -0

3- Boating

4- Angling W/O A License

7-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's License
4-Transport W/O Required License

1- Hunting W/O Resident License

2- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2- Hunting W/Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

1- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

3- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

2- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

2-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With Artificial Light

2-Hunt Or Take Deer or Bear With Illegal Weapon

2-Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

1- Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 doe deer

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION I

REGION I

3-Boating

17-Fishing

20-Hunting



Page (2)
REGION 2

OTHER_______ -0

12-Boating

6- Angling W/O A License

7- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1- Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2- Not Abiding By Commission Rules and Regulations 
Comm. Finfish

5-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License

1- Bow Hunt W/O Bow License

2- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or 
With Artificial Light

2- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

1-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

1-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

3- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

1- Hunt Turkey Closed Season

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

1-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

3- Transport Completely Dressed MGB

4- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

TOTAL CASES-72 _ ENFORCEMENT-? 2



REGION 2 CONT1D

1-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

1-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp '

1-Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations On WMA

1- Criminal Trespass

2- Littering

5-Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries

1- Flight From An Officer 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 deer, 4 duck breasts, 6 lead shot, 1 dressed whole duck
2 hooded merganser

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2

12-Boating

17-Fishing

20-Hunting

23-Other

REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-64 ENFORCEMENT-4 8

OTHER______ -16
7-Boating

7-Angling W/O A License

2- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1-Take/Possess Spoonbill Catfish

1- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear License

Page (3)



Page (4)
REGION 3 CONT1D
5-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2- Illegal Possession of Wild Quadrupeds, Birds, or Parts Thereof

4-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light.

3- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-of-Way

3-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

1- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours -

1-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

1-Hunting MGB With Illegal Firearm

1-Field Possession Of Freshly Killed MGB Closed Season

3- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

1-Possess Over Limit of Ducks

1-Taking Or Possession of Other Non-Game Birds - No Season 

12-Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations on WMA

1-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

1-Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

11 ducks, 2 rabbits, 1 deer, 1 redtail hawk, 1 spoonbill catfish, 

2 hoop nets, 150 ft. nylon gill net, 150 ft. mono gill net, 13 lead 

shot, 3 lbs. of corn

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3 

15-Fishing 

40-Hunting 

7-Boating

2-Other



Page (5)
REGION 4

ENFORCEMENT-? 8
OTHER_______ -9

4- Boating

3-Angling W/O A License 

1-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License

7- Hunting W/O Resident License

10-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

3-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

3-Possess Firearms While Frogging 

9-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

3-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

5- Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

2- Hunt Deer Closed Area

1- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

8- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With Artificial Light

5-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

2- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

2-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear With Illegal Weapon

2- Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

3- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

1- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

3-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

2- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Possess Over Limit of Ducks

TOTAL CASES-87



Page (6)
REGION 4 CONT1D
2- Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

1- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

3- Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:

4 deer, 3 wood ducks, 1 pistol, 7 rifles, 1 shotgun, 1 spotlight, 

7 lead shot shells

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4

5- Fishing 

62-Hunting

4- Boating 

10-Federal

6- WMA 

REGION 5

TOTAL CASES-177 ENFORCEMENT-173

OTHER________ -4

6-Boating

2- Angling W/0 A License

2-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

1-Take Or Sell Comm. Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License 

1-Take Commercial Fish W/0 Commercial Gear License 

1-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/0 Vessel License 

1-Fail To Report Commercial Fisheries Data

6-Hunting W/0 Resident License 

39-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft 

1-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer
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REGION 5 CONT1D
48-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 

Artificial Light

32-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

1- Possession Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

2- Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

3- Hunt Raccoons Or Opossum Illegally 

1-Possession Of Live Alligators W/O Permit -

1- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

2-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

2- Hunting MGB From Moving Motorboat

3- Possess Untagged MGB

4- Wanton Waste of MGB

2-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

10-Possess Over Limit of Ducks

1- Taking Or Possession of Other Non-Game Birds, No Season

2- Discharge Firearm From Public Road 
CONFISCATIONS;

64 ducks, 19 rabbits, 9 geese, 12 guns, 1 deer, 1 raccoon, 465 lbs. 

of shrimp sold for $443.50, 2 trawl doors 

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5

6-Boating

8-Fishing 

163-Hunting



Page (8)
REGION 6

TOTAL CASES-105 _ ENFORCEMENT-93

OTHER______ -12

13-Boating

3-Angling W/O A License

2-Fish W/0 Resident Pole License

2- Take/Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

6-Hunt W/0 Resident License

13-Hunting From Moving Vehicle

3- Hunting With Unplugged Gun

12- Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours

13- Hunt From Public Road

3- Take Rabbits Illegal Methods

1-Hunt W/0 Resident Big Game License

1-Possession Of Gun While Bow Hunting For Deer

1- Hunt Deer Closed Area

..'10-Hunt Or Take Deer or Bear Illegal Hours

2- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season 

1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

4- Hunt/Trap On DMap Lands W/O Permit From Owner/Lessee

5- Hunt Raccoons Or Opossums Illegally 

1-Operating A Hunting Preserve Illegal 

1-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp 

1-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

3- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks
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REGION 6 CONT'D
3- Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 wood ducks, 1 button buck deer, 1 doe deer, 9 rabbits, 5 ducks,

1 rifle, 5 shotguns, 3 headlights, 2 spotlights, 1 shell belt,

200 lbs. of catfish donated to charity, 2 hunting licenses

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6

13-Boating

7- Fishing 

85-Hunting 

REGION 7

TOTAL CASES-248 ENFORCEMENT-232

OTHER_______ -16
8- Boating

30-Angling W/O A License

9- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1- Angling W/O Saltwater License

4- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's License

2- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage 

2-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs
1- Buying Or Selling For Resale Untagged Oysters 

13-Hunting W/O Resident License

2- Hunting W/O Non-Resident License 

35-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

5- Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

26-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or 
With Artificial Light
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REGION 7 CONT'D

3- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

10-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

9-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

4- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season -

1- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear With Illegal Weapon

2- Possess Over Limit of Deer Or Bear

1- Possession Of Untagged Deer Or Bear

2- Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

1-Dealing In Alligator Parts W/O Proper Parts License

3- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

4- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

4- Possess Untagged MGB

1-Possession Over The Two-Day Limit Of MGB

3-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
6-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

5- Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

3-Littering

17-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

3-Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:

5 shotguns, 8 rifles, 1 spotlight, 3 deer, 30 ducks, 5 crates of 

crabs, 98 berry crabs

25-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way



GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7 _

8-Boating 

49-Fishing 

142-Hunting 

15-Federal 

34-Other 

REGION S

TOTAL CASES-201 ENFORCEMENT-168

OTHER______ - 33

9-Boating

5- Angling W/O A License

1- Angling W/O Saltwater License

2- Possess Over Limit of Red Drum

3- Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum 16" Minimum

1- Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

4- Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum Commission Action

3-Take Or Possess Over Limit Black Drum Commission Action

6- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License
7- Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

8- Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

2- Transport W/O Required License 

1-Leave Nets Unattended

5- Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings 

1-Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

3- Failure To Mark/Tag Nets

Page (11)
REGION 7 CONT1D
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REGION 8 CONT'D
1-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum Commercial 

1-Theft Of Crab Trap

1- Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

2- Possession Of Untagged Oysters

6- Hunting W/O Resident License

5-Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License

7- Failure To Abide By Commission Rules

9-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

5-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

18-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

8- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

3- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp 

1-Driving On Levees

1- Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

5-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

4- Hunting With Unsigned Duck Stamp

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

1- Possession Over The Two-Day Limit of MGB

2- Wanton Waste Of MGB

5- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

6- Possess Over Limit of Ducks

4-Taking Or Possession of Other Non-Game Birds - No Season 

1-Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations on WMA

14-Criminal Trespass On State Property

9- Criminal Trespass
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REGION 8 CONT1D

1- Littering

4- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

5- Trespass On Property After Forbidden

2- Possess/Take Undersize Federal Controlled Fish

2-Possess/Take Over Limit Federal Controlled Fish

2-Take Federal Controlled Fish in Closed Season

1- Driving Without Operators License 

CONFISCATIONS:

2 flashlights, 2 headlights, 1 Q-Beam, 3 ice chests, 7 crab traps, 

1 crab trap tag, 13 guns, 32 gun shells, 4 gun shell boxes,

1 navigational chart, 2 duck stamps, 600 ft. of gill nets,

1 company check in the amount of $171.60 seized, 5 speckled trout, 

21 red drum, 45 black drum, 1 box crabs, 18 sacks oysters returned 

to area, 15 sacks oysters destroyed, 22 rabbits, 1 doe deer,

36 ducks, 2 terns destroyed

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8 

9-Boating

19-Sport Fishing 

36-Commercial Fishing

2- Oyster 

42-Misc.

67-Hunting 

25-MGB

2-Illegal. Spotlighting From Public Road _

1-WMA



REGION 9

TOTAL CASES-175 ENFORCEMENT-168

OTHER________ -7

13-Boating

4- Angling W/O A License

2- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

3- Take Or Sell Comm. Fish or Bait Species W/O Comm. License 

2-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

5- Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License 

1-Leave Nets Unattended

1-Blocking Passage Of Fish 

1-Failure to Mark/Tag Nets
10-Posses Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum Commercial

2- Take Bowfin With Nets Closed Season 

1-Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Possess Red Drum Illegally

7-Failure To Have Written Permission

2- Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottom

3- Taking Oysters From Unapproved Areas

4- Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

2- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

3- Hunting W/O Resident License

5- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

6- Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

4- Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours
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REGION 9 CONT9D

1- Possession Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

2- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

5- Take Rabbits By Mashing Weeds

2- Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

3- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

2- Hunt Deer Illegal Methods -

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegally From A Boat Or While Swimming 

13-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

3- Possess Over Limit Of Deer Or Bear

1-Buying Or Selling Deer Or Meat

6- Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear 

1-Field Possession Of Deer Meat W/O Tag

6-Hunt Raccoons Or Opossums Illegally

1- Take Or Possess Bobcats Illegally

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

6-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

2- Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

3- Hunting MGB From Moving Motorboat 

2-Rallying MGB

1-Wanton Waste Of MGB

8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

1-Hunting Ducks Closed Season

4- Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

6-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way
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REGION 9 CONT1D
2-Criminal Trespass

1-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road 

1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1- Possession of Firearm of Convicted Felon - Certain Felonies

2- Violation of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9 

CONFISCATIONS;

14 deer, 1 bobcat, 38 boxes crabs, 20 rabbits, 13 sacks oysters, 

49 ducks, 3 coots, 13 choupic, 1 red drum, 1 black drum,

1 hunting/fishing license, 1 commercial license, 1 big game 

license, 200 ft. gill net, 1 dredge, 2 batteries, 3 spotlights,

4 scopes, 22 weapons, 3 boats, a variety of shells

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9

13-Boating

34-Fishing

18-Oysters

71-Hunting

29-General Migratory

7-Misc.

3- WMA

OYSTER STRIKE FORCE 

GRAND TOTAL-45

5-Boating

1-Angle W/O Resident License 

1-Angle W/O Saltwater License 

1-Possess Undersize Red Drum



OYSTER STRIKE FORCE CONT'D

Page (17)

2-Theft Of Crabs From Legal Crab Traps

6-Fail To Have Written Permission

4-Take Oysters From Unapproved Area

2- Take Oysters From Unleased State Water Bottom

3- Fail To Comply With Health Department Requirement

3-Theft Of Oysters From Private Lease

1- No Gear License

2- No Vessel License

2- Take Oysters W/0 Oyster Harvesters License

3- No Commercial Fishermans License 

2-Hunt W/0 Resident License

1- Hunt Migratory Waterfowl W/0 State Stamp

2- Hunt/Take Migratory Waterfowl With Lead Shot 

2-Take/Possess Over Limit Ducks

1-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana 

1-Possession Of Drug Paraphanalia

CONFISCATIONS;

34 sacks of oysters, 1 crab box, 

1 marijuana cigarette.

1 red fish, 1 duck, 1 bag of

SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-63

2-Boating

2-Angling W/0 A License 

1-Take Illegal Size black Bass

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession



SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE CONT'D
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2- Take Or. Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

5-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1-Hunting W/O Resident License 

12-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

1- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

4-Hunt Deer Closed Area

9-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

3- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

10-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

1- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

2- Theft Of State Property

1- Littering

2- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

2-Flight From An Officer

CONFISCATIONS:

4 ducks, 2 bass, 1,500 lbs. of crabs, 5 boats, 3 rifles, 1 

2 pistols
shotgun
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S.W.E.P.

RIPTIDE AND DELTATIDE

188 HOURS RUNNING TIME 

21 BOATS CHECKED 

TOTAL CASES-8

2-Fishing Without a Commercial License

2-Fishing Without a Gear License 

2-Fishing Without a Vessel License 

2-Fishing Without Oyster Harvester's License 

CONFISCATIONS:

10,000 feet of gill net, 990 lbs. of shrimp which sold for 
$1237.50.
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TOTAL CASES ENFORCEMENT- 1072

TOTAL CASES OTHER DIV. - 97

TOTAL CASES OSFORCE 45

TOTAL CASES SSFORCE 63

TOTAL CASES SWEP 8

GRAND TOTAL 1285
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ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT-JANUARY. 1993

TOTAL CASES-40 ENFORCEMENT-40

OTHER_______ -0

3- Boating

4- Angling W/O A License

7-Fish W/0 Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's License

4-Transport W/O Required License

1- Hunting W/O Resident License

2- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2- Hunting W/Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

1- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

3- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

2- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

2-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With Artificial Light

2-Hunt Or Take Deer or Bear With Illegal Weapon

2-Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

1- Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp 

CONFISCATIONS;

1 doe deer

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION I

REGION I

3-Boating

17-Fishing

20-Hunting
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REGION 2

ENFORCEMENT-72
OTHER_______ -0

12-Boating

6- Angling W/O A License

7- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1- Take Illegal Size Black Bass

2- Not Abiding By Commission Rules and Regulations 
Comm. Finfish

5-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License

1- Bow Hunt W/O Bow License

2- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or 
With Artificial Light

2- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

1-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

1-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

3- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

1- Hunt Turkey Closed Season

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

1-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

1-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

3- Transport Completely Dressed MGB

4- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

TOTAL CASES-72
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REGION 2 CONT1D
1-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

1-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp

1-Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations On WMA

1- Criminal Trespass

2- Littering

5-Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries

1- Flight From An Officer 

CONFISCATIONS:

1 deer, 4 duck breasts, 6 lead shot, 1 dressed whole duck
2 hooded merganser

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 2

12-Boating

17-Fishing

20-Hunting

23-Other

REGION 3

TOTAL CASES-64 ENFORCEMENT-48

OTHER______ -16
7-Boating

7-Angling W/O A License

2- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1-Take/Possess Spoonbill Catfish

1- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

2- Take Commercial Fish W/O Comm. Gear License
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REGION 3 CONT1D
5-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

2- Illegal Possession of Wild Quadrupeds, Birds, or Parts Thereof

4-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light.

3- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-of-Way

3-Hunt Or Take Deer .From Public Road

1- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours -

1-Hunting MGB Over Baited Area

1-Hunting MGB With Illegal Firearm

1-Field Possession Of Freshly Killed MGB Closed Season

3- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

1-Possess Over Limit of Ducks

1-Taking Or Possession of Other Non-Game Birds - No Season 

12-Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations on WMA 

1-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road 

1-Other Than Wildlife and Fisheries 

CONFISCATIONS:

11 ducks, 2 rabbits, 1 deer, 1 redtail hawk, 1 spoonbill catfish, 

2 hoop nets, 150 ft. nylon gill net, 150 ft. mono gill net, 13 lead 

shot, 3 lbs. of corn

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 3

15-Fishing 

40-Hunting

7-Boating

2-Other
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REGION 4

ENFORCEMENT-78
OTHER_______ -9

4- Boating

3-Angling W/O A License

1-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

1- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License

7- Hunting W/O Resident License

10-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

3-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

3-Possess Firearms While Frogging 

9-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

3-Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

5- Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

2- Hunt Deer Closed Area

1- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

8- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With Artificial Light

5-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

2- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

2-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear With Illegal Weapon

2- Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

3- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

1- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

3-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

2- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Possess Over Limit of Ducks

TOTAL CASES-87



Page (6)
REGION 4 CONT'D
2- Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

1- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

3- Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS;

4 deer, 3 wood ducks, 1 pistol, 7 rifles, 1 shotgun, 1 spotlight, 

7 lead shot shells

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 4

5- Fishing 

62-Hunting

4- Boating

10-Federal

6— WMA 

REGION 5

TOTAL CASES-177 ENFORCEMENT-173

OTHER________ %4

6-Boating

2- Angling W/0 A License

2-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally

1-Take Or Sell Comm. Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License 

1-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License 

1-Fail To Report Commercial Fisheries Data

6-Hunting W/O Resident License 

39-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft 

1-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer
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REGION 5 CONT'D
48-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 

Artificial Light

32-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

1- Possession Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

2- Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear

1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

3- Hunt Raccoons Or Opossum Illegally 

1-Possession Of Live Alligators W/0 Permit -

1- Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

2-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/0 Federal Stamp

2- Hunting MGB From Moving Motorboat

3- Possess Untagged MGB

4- Wanton Waste of MGB

2-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

10-Possess Over Limit of Ducks

1- Taking Or Possession of Other Non-Game Birds, No Season

2- Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONSS

64 ducks, 19 rabbits, 9 geese, 12 guns, 1 deer, 1 raccoon, 465 lbs. 

of shrimp sold for $443.50, 2 trawl doors 

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 5

6-Boating

8-Fishing 

163-Hunting
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REGION 6

OTHER______ -12

13-Boating

3-Angling W/O A License

2-Fish W/O Resident Pole License

2- Take/Possess Undersize Commercial Finfish

6-Hunt W/O Resident License

13-Hunting From Moving Vehicle

3- Hunting With Unplugged Gun

12- Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours

13- Hunt From Public Road

3- Take Rabbits Illegal Methods

1-Hunt W/0 Resident Big Game License

1-Possession Of Gun While Bow Hunting For Deer

1- Hunt Deer Closed Area

10-Hunt Or Take Deer or Bear Illegal Hours

2- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season 

1-Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

4- Hunt/Trap On DMap Lands W/O Permit From Owner/Lessee

5- Hunt Raccoons Or Opossums Illegally 

1-Operating A Hunting Preserve Illegal

1-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp 

1-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

3- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

TOTAL CASES-105 _ ENFORCEMENT-93
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REGION 6 CONT'D
3- Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA 

CONFISCATIONS:

3 wood ducks, 1 button buck deer, 1 doe deer, 9 rabbits, 5 ducks,

1 rifle, 5 shotguns, 3 headlights, 2 spotlights, 1 shell belt,

200 lbs. of catfish donated to charity, 2 hunting licenses

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6

13-Boating

7- Fishing 

85-Hunting 

REGION 7

TOTAL CASES-248 ENFORCEMENT-232

OTHER_______ -16

8- Boating

30-Angling W/O A License

9- Fish W/0 Resident Pole License

1- Angling W/O Saltwater License

4- Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealer's License

2- Possess Crabs In Berry Stage

2-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Buying Or Selling For Resale Untagged Oysters 

13-Hunting W/O Resident License

2- Hunting W/O Non-Resident License

35-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

5- Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

26-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or 
With Artificial Light
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REGION 7 CONT'D

3- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

10-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

9-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

4- Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season -

1- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear With Illegal Weapon

2- Possess Over Limit of Deer Or Bear

1- Possession Of Untagged Deer Or Bear

2- Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

1-Dealing In Alligator Parts W/O Proper Parts License

3- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

4- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

4- Possess Untagged MGB

1-Possession Over The Two-Day Limit Of MGB

3-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

6-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

5- Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road

3-Littering

17-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

3-Discharge Firearm From Public Road 

CONFISCATIONS:

25-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

5 shotguns, 8 rifles, 1 spotlight, 3 deer, 30 ducks, 5 crates of 

crabs, 98 berry crabs
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REGION 7 CONT1D
GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 7 _

8-Boating 

49-Fishing 

142-Hunting 

15-Federal 

34-Other 

REGION 8

TOTAL CASES—201 ENFORCEMENT-168

OTHER______ - 33

9-Boating

5- Angling W/O A License

1- Angling W/O Saltwater License

2- Possess Over Limit of Red Drum

3- Take Or Possess Undersized Red Drum 16" Minimum

1- Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

4- Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum Commission Action

3-Take Or Possess Over Limit Black Drum Commission Action

6- Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O Comm. License

7- Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

8- Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License

2- Transport W/O Required License 

1-Leave Nets Unattended

5- Use Crab Traps W/O Required Markings 

1-Take/Possess Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

3- Failure To Mark/Tag Nets
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REGION 8 CONT1D
1-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum Commercial 

1-Theft Of Crab Trap

1- Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

2- Possession Of Untagged Oysters

6- Hunting W/O Resident License

5-Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License

7- Failure To Abide By Commission Rules

9-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

5-Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

18-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

8- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

3- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp 

1-Driving On Levees

1- Fail To Wear Hunters Orange

5-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

4- Hunting With Unsigned Duck Stamp

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

1- Possession Over The Two-Day Limit of MGB

2- Wanton Waste Of MGB

5- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

6- Possess Over Limit of Ducks

4-Taking Or Possession of Other Non-Game Birds - No Season 

1-Not Abiding By Rules and Regulations on WMA

14-Criminal Trespass On State Property

9- Criminal Trespass



Page (13)
REGION 8 CONT1D

1- Littering

4- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

5- Trespass On Property After Forbidden

2- Possess/Take Undersize Federal Controlled Fish

2-Possess/Take Over Limit Federal Controlled Fish

2-Take Federal Controlled Fish in Closed Season

1- Driving Without Operators License 

CONFISCATIONS:

2 flashlights, 2 headlights, 1 Q-Beam, 3 ice chests, 7 crab traps, 

1 crab trap tag, 13 guns, 32 gun shells, 4 gun shell boxes,

1 navigational chart, 2 duck stamps, 600 ft. of gill nets,

1 company check in the amount of $171.60 seized, 5 speckled trout, 

21 red drum, 45 black drum, 1 box crabs, 18 sacks oysters returned 

to area, 15 sacks oysters destroyed, 22 rabbits, 1 doe deer,

36 ducks, 2 terns destroyed 

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 8
9-Boating

19-Sport Fishing 

36-Commercial Fishing

2- Oyster 

42-Misc.

67-Hunting 

25-MGB

2-Illegal. Spotlighting From Public Road

1-WMA
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REGION 9

OTHER________ -7

13-Boating

4- Angling W/O A License

2- Fish W/O Resident Pole License

3- Take Or Sell Comm. Fish or Bait Species W/O Comm. License 

2-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License

5- Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License 

1-Leave Nets Unattended

1-Blocking Passage Of Fish 

1-Failure to Mark/Tag Nets

10-Posses Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum Commercial

2- Take Bowfin With Nets Closed Season 

1-Sell Undersized Crabs

1- Possess Red Drum Illegally

7-Failure To Have Written Permission

2- Unlawfully Take Oysters From State Water Bottom

3- Taking Oysters From Unapproved Areas

4- Unlawfully Take Oysters Off A Private Lease

2- Harvest Oysters W/O Oyster Harvester License

3- Hunting W/O Resident License

5- Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

6- Hunting With Unplugged Gun Or Silencer

4- Hunt Wild Quadrupeds And/Or Wild Birds Illegal Hours

TOTAL CASES-175 ENFORCEMENT-168
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REGION 9 CONT * D

1- Possession Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season

2- Hunt MGB W/O State Stamp

5- Take Rabbits By Mashing Weeds

2- Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

3- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial Light

2- Hunt Deer Illegal Methods -

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegally From A Boat Or While Swimming 

13-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

3- Possess Over Limit Of Deer Or Bear 

1-Buying Or Selling Deer Or Meat

6- Possession Of Illegally Taken Deer Or Bear 

1-Field Possession Of Deer Meat W/O Tag

6-Hunt Raccoons Or Opossums Illegally

1- Take Or Possess Bobcats Illegally

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On WMA

2- Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O Federal Stamp

6-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

2- Hunting MGB Over Baited Area
3- Hunting MGB From Moving Motorboat 

2-Rallying MGB

1-Wanton Waste Of MGB

8-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only 

1-Hunting Ducks Closed Season

4- Possess Over Limit Of Ducks

6-Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way
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REGION 9 CONT1D
2-Criminal Trespass

1-Illegal Spotlighting From Public Road 

1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1- Possession of Firearm of Convicted Felon - Certain Felonies

2- Violation of Sanitary Code-Chapter 9 

CONFISCATIONS;

14 deer, 1 bobcat, 38 boxes crabs, 20 rabbits, 13 sacks oysters, 

49 ducks, 3 coots, 13 choupic, 1 red drum, 1 black drum,

1 hunting/fishing license, 1 commercial license, 1 big game 

license, 200 ft. gill net, 1 dredge, 2 batteries, 3 spotlights,

4 scopes, 22 weapons, 3 boats, a variety of shells

GRAND TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9

13-Boating

34-Fishing

18-Oysters

71-Hunting

29-General Migratory

7-Misc.

3- WMA

OYSTER STRIKE FORCE 

GRAND TOTAL-45

5-Boating

1-Angle W/O Resident License 

1-Angle W/O Saltwater License

1-Possess Undersize Red Drum



OYSTER STRIKE FORCE CONT’D 

2-Theft Of Crabs From Legal Crab Traps

6-Fail To Have Written Permission

4-Take Oysters From Unapproved Area

2- Take Oysters From Unleased State Water Bottom

3- Fail To Comply With Health Department Requirement

3-Theft Of Oysters From Private Lease

1- No Gear License

2- No Vessel License

2- Take Oysters W/O Oyster Harvesters License

3- No Commercial Fishermans License 

2-Hunt W/O Resident License

1- Hunt Migratory Waterfowl W/O State Stamp

2- Hunt/Take Migratory Waterfowl With Lead Shot 

2-Take/Possess Over Limit Ducks

1-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana

1- Possession Of Drug Paraphanalia 

CONFISCATIONS:

34 sacks of oysters, 1 crab box, 1 red fish, 1 duck, 1 bag of 

1 marijuana cigarette.

SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE 

TOTAL CASES-63

2- Boating

2-Angling W/O A License 

1-Take Illegal Size black Bass

1-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession

Page (17)



SPECIAL STRIKE FORCE CONT'D

Page (18)

2- Take Or. Possess Commercial Fish W/0 Vessel License

5-Possess Or Sell Undersized Crabs

1-Hunting W/O Resident License 

12-Hunting From Moving Vehicle And/Or Aircraft

1- Hunt From Public Road Or Road Right-Of-Way

4-Hunt Deer Closed Area

9-Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Closed Season

3- Hunt Or Take Deer Or Bear Illegal Hours Or With 
Artificial- Light

10-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road

2- Hunting MGB Illegal Hours

1- Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only

2- Theft Of State Property

1- Littering

2- Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries 

2-Flight From An Officer

CONFISCATIONS:

4 ducks, 2 bass, 1,500 lbs. of crabs, 5 boats, 3 rifles, 1 shotgun 
2 pistols
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S.W.E.P.

RIPTIDE AND DELTATIDE

188 HOURS RUNNING TIME 

21 BOATS CHECKED 

TOTAL CASES-8

2-Fishing Without a Commercial License 

2-Fishing Without a Gear License 

2-Fishing Without a Vessel License 

2-Fishing Without Oyster Harvester's License 

CONFISCATIONS:

10,000 feet of gill net, 990 lbs. of shrimp which sold 
$1237.50.

for
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TOTAL CASES ENFORCEMENT- 1072

TOTAL CASES OTHER DIV. - 97

TOTAL CASES OSFORCE 45

TOTAL CASES SSFORCE 63

TOTAL CASES SWEP 8

GRAND TOTAL 1285



OPERATION GAME THIEF

ACTIVITY REPORT 
NOVEMBER 1992-JANUARY 1993

JANUARY 28, 1993



CASES FOR REWARD CONSIDERATION

92-93 JULY 7, 1992
1 subject arrested 
Take Deer During Closed Season 
Allen Parish-1 citation issued 
Reward Recommendation-$300 
Seizure: deer meat

92-114 OCTOBER 27, 1992
1 subject arrested 
Leave Gill Nets Unattended 
No Vessel License
Jefferson Parish-2 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$100 
Seizure: 5 gill nets

92-113 OCTOBER 28, 1992
2 subjects arrested
Fail To Comply With Shark Permit Rules 
Jefferson Parish-2 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$100 
Seizure: 1 shark

92-120 NOVEMBER 9, 1992
1 subject arrested 
Take Illegal Deer Open Season 
Ouachita Parish-1 citation issued 
Reward Recommendation-$3 0 0 
Seizure: 1 rifle, 1 button buck

92-121 NOVEMBER 9, 1992
1 subject arrested
Hunt From Public Road
Hunt Deer Illegal Hours (at night)
Take Spotted Fawn
Hunt From Moving Vehicle
Natchitoches Parish-4 citations issued
Reward Recommendation-$300
Seizure: 1 rifle, 1 spotted fawn
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92-123 NOVEMBER 10, 1992
1 subject arrested 
Take Undersized Red-Drum 
Take Undersized Black-Drum 
Jefferson Parish-2 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$100 
Seizure: 4 red drum, 1 black drum

92-459-01 NOVEMBER 28, 1992
3 subjects arrested 
Take Illegal Deer Open Season 
LaSalle Parish-3 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$300 
Seizure: 1 doe deer

92-711-01 DECEMBER 5, 1992
2 subjects arrested
Possession Of Turkey Closed Season
Take Turkey During Closed Season
No Basic Hunting License
No Big Game License
Criminal Trespass
St. Helena Parish-5 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$300 
Seizure: 1 hen turkey

92-804-1 DECEMBER 15, 1992
2 subjects arrested
Hunt wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours
Illegal Firearms Discharge
Possess wild Quadrupeds W/O License
Plaquemines Parish-5 citations issued
Reward Recommendation-$100
Seizure: 4 rabbits, 2 shotguns
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92-832-1 DECEMBER 29, 1992
5 subjects arrested
Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours 
Hunt From A Moving Vehicle 
Orleans Parish-10 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$10 0 
Seizure: 10 rabbits, 2 shotguns

93-001 JANUARY 1, 1993
l subject arrested
Overlimit Of Ducks (field possession) 
Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun 
Using Lead Shot In Steel Shot Zone 

 ̂ Acadia Parish-3 citations issued
Reward Recommendation-$±»6 * uO 
Seizure: 5 ducks, 1 goose, and 16 lead
shot shells

93-007 JANUARY 12, 1993
3 subjects arrested 
Hunt Deer Illegal Hours 
Hunt From A Moving Vehicle 
Hunt From A Public Road 
Tensas Parish-9 citations issued 
Reward Recommendation-$3 0 0 
Seizure: 3 rifles
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SUMMARY

BIG GAME - 6 

SMALL GAME - 3 

FISH - 3

12 |

Subjects Arrested-23 

Citations issued -47 

Total Rewards Paid ^  0 0

Total Rewards for 1992 = 3800+ S" U 0 = 6 ^ 0 0

Subjects arrested 1992 total = 47 

Citations issued 1992 total = 80

January 1, 1992 through January ,1993
Total calls investigated = 146-OGT, 2707-800, 2853 total. 
Total cases on which reward was paid=26.

CASE BREAKDOWN

BIG GAME - 8 
SMALL GAME- 6 
FISH - 7
ALLIGATOR - 2 
SEAFOOD - 2 
PERMIT - 1

TOTAL 26

OGT July 1984 through January, 1993.
Total Calls Investigated-1726
Total Cases On Which Reward Was Paid-315
Total Subjects Arrested-692
Total Rewards Paid=80,480+this meeting

C3 0P = ?0‘_ _ _ _ _ _
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CASE BREAKDOWN

BIG GAME - 164 

SMALL GAME - 73

OTHER - 120

357 less 42 declined= 315

i -COMPARISON OF 1991-92

1991
i

1992

Total Calls - 139 i 146

Rewards Paid - 42 26

Declines - 1 0

Subjects arrested- 81 * 47

Citations issued -131 80

Reward Amount -$9500

CASE BREAKDOWN

(TO,

1991 1992

Big Game - 11 8

Small Game - 4 6

other - 27 12

42 26



R E S O L U T I O N

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AGENTS ASSOCIATION 

January 27, 1993

WHEREAS. At the January Commission Meeting of the Louisiana
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries a majority vote of 
Commission Members successfully passed a resolution supporting 
the prosecution of certain wildlife violations? and

WHEREAS. This majority vote recognized the time, and effort
Enforcement Agents of the Department put forth in the appre­
hension of game violators? and -

WHEREAS, Compliance to fish and wildlife regulations can only
be accomplished when all citizens, sportsmen's organizations, 
judicial representatives and those entrusted with custodial 
responsibilities support vigorous prosecution of all viola­
tors? and

WHEREAS. The majority of Commission Members recognized their
responsibility of Chief Custodians and True Sportsmen by 
taking the lead role in advocating Justice to violators of 
fish and wildlife regulations?

NOW THEREFORE. be it resolved, that the L.W.A.A. expresses its 
sincere gratitude to the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries 
Commission for demonstrating the courage and support necessary 
to fulfill the term Justice? and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that copies of this unanimously adopted 
Resolution be sent to all recognized affiliates of this 
Association.

Ed Barnes, President
L.W.A.A.
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

NEWS RELEASE
Joe L. Herring 

Secretary
CONTACT 
(504) 765-2923

93-20 1/29/93

COMMISSION MEETING IN FEBRUARY ANNOUNCED 

The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting 

on Thursday, February 4, 1993, at 10:00 a.m. in the Louisiana Room, Department of Wildlife 

and Fisheries Headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge.

The commission meetings are open to the public. The following issues will be 

discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of January 7, 1993 Minutes

3. Aircraft report

4. Ratification of alligator harvest regulations

5. Wild Louisiana Stamp — information only

6. Notice of Intent for black bass regulations on Caddo Lake

7. Notice of Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

8. Ratification of special bait dealer’s permit

9. Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent -  red snapper

10. Declaration of Emergency on Calcasieu oyster limits

11. Red drum report

12. Fossil shell extraction lease - La. Dredging Company

13. Civil restitution and class 1 update

14. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/January

15. Secretary’s Report to the Commission

16. Public Comments

-30-



January 28, 1993
NEWS RELEASE

APPRO'

AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday* February 4. 1993. in the
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of January 7, 1993 Minutes

3. Aircraft Report

4. Ratification of Alligator Harvest Regulations

5. Wild Louisiana Stamp - Information Only

6. Notice of Intent for Black Bass Regulations on Caddo Lake

7. Notice of Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

8. Ratification of Special Bait Dealer's Permit

9. Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent - Red 
Snapper

10. Declaration of Emergency on Calcasieu Oyster Limits

11. Red Drum Report

12. Fossil Shell Extraction Lease - La. Dredging Company

13. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update

14. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/January

15. Secretary's Report to the Commission

16. Public Comments



t

J t j f c  o f J J o u & U a ^

Joe L. H erring 
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

January 27, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretar;
4 % ^

RE: February Board Meeting Agenda

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, February 4. 1993. in the
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following will be on the agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes of January 7, 1993 

LEE CAUBARREAUX

2. Aircraft Report

3. Ratification of Alligator Harvest Regulations

4. Wild Louisiana Stamp - Information Only 

CORKY FERRET

5. Notice of Intent for Black Bass Regulations on Caddo Lake

6. Notice of Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

7. Ratification of Special Bait Dealer's Permit

8. Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent - Red
Snapper

9. Declaration of Emergency on Calcasieu Oyster Limits

10. Red Drum Report

An Equal O pportunity Employer
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Commission Meeting 
January 27, 1993

LOUISIANA DREDGING COMPANY

11. Fossil Shell Extraction Lease 

WYNNETTE KEES

12. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update 

WINTON VIDRINE

13. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/January 

JOE L. HERRING

14. Secretary's Report to the Commission

PUBLIC COMMENTS

JLH:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Fred Prejean 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Perret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs
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15047652607498 P.0101-26-199.3 06:20AM FROM MIDSTATES WOOD PRESERVERS TO

MID-STATES W OOD PRESERVERS,
P. 0 . Box 298

SIMSBORO. LOUISIANA 71275 
PHONE - (318) 247-3741 
FAX - (318) 247-8916

Pressure-Treated Lumber

INC.
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FROM:

COMMENTS:
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i D G i N G  C o m p a n y
Box 1417 
UISIANA 70063

i

tqu ll Oppomimty EmplOJlT |

......................... ............ .....  ̂ v-vi-msrKaren Foote, after consultation with Mr. Don Puckett, we
respectfully request permission to appear before you and the Commission at the next meeting on 
February 4, 1991. The purpose of our appearance is to discuss certain conditions of the 
performance bond relative to the above referenced lease and other related matters.

Your favorable consideration of this request will be greatly appreciated. We await your
advise.

Yours very truly,

Louisiana Dredging Company

Richard B. Koen

RBJ/soc

1  2 8 93
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

January 7, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, olease return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!

JLH/sch

C: Commissioners I  w h i c h  t o  b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  a g e n d a  
t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  a n d  p u b l i c .Don Puckett 

Bob Dennie 
Winton Vidrine 
Hugh Bateman 
Johnnie Tarver 
Bennie Fontenot 
John Roussel 
Wynnette Kees 
Karl Turner Jffl 2 0 93

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE 
ASuiSTAINT Si-CriETARY



F A X  T R A N S M I T T A L
_________ l/jpG A j  - Sio/^

JO: Bert Jones

F A X # _____________________________________

FROM Susan Hawkins______________
pg. February Commission Agenda

Please review and approve the agenda for the February 
4th Commission Meeting. Mr. Cormier had requested to 
address the Commission and public but did not specify 
a particular subject. Do you want to give himctime 
to speak after the approval of the minutes or how do 
you want to handle this?

DATE: January 26, 1993

TIME S E N T _________________________

FOR INFORMATION CALL (504) 765- 2806

OUR FAX #  (504) 765-2607

PAGES TO FOLLOW 2____________



MEMORANDUM

TO: Chairman and Members of Commission

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

RE: February Board Meeting Agenda

The next regular public board meeting as set by the Commission 
will be held at 10;00 A.M. on Thursday, February 4, 1993. in the 
Louisiana Room at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following will be on the agenda:

1. Approval of Minutes of January 7, 1993 

LEE CAUBARREAUX

2. Aircraft Report

3. Ratification of Alligator Harvest Regulations

4. Wild Louisiana Stamp - Information Only

CORKY FERRET
5. Notice of Intent for Black Bass Regulations on Caddo Lake

6. Notice of Intent on Toledo Bend Reciprocal Agreement

7. Ratification of Special Bait Dealer's Permit

8. Declaration of Emergency and Notice of Intent - Red 
Snapper

9. Declaration of Emergency on Calcasieu Oyster Limits

10 Red Drum Report



Page 2
Commission Meeting

WYNNETTE KEES

11. Civil Restitution and Class 1 Update 

WINTON VIDRINE

12. Monthly Law Enforcement Report/January 

JOE L. HERRING

13. Secretary's Report to the Commission 

PUBLIC COMMENTS

JLH:sch

C: Clyde Kimball
Fred Prejean 
Lee Caubarreaux 
Corky Perret 
Don Puckett 
John Medica 
Division Chiefs



S t a t e -  o f J l o u l t f a j ^

Joe L. Herring
Secretary

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

January 11, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Johnnie Tarver, Administrator, Fur & Refuge Division 

Susan Hawkins, APA Secretar^StA^S-CVv^-^

SUBJECT: Commission Rule for Final Ratification

Just a note to remind you that ratification of the Regulations 
on the Alligator Harvest Program can be presented to the Commission 
at its February 4th, 1993 Meeting.

If additional information is needed, please let me know. 
Thank you.

sch

cc: James Manning

2
1 : 3 0 ^  '

An Equal Opportunity Employer



Joe L  Herring 
Secretary

Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

January 7, 1993

MEMORANDUM

T O : Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Seen

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank1 you for your 
cooperation!

JLH/sch VJ(IcliiX~A)vUiCcQ
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TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
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FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secratary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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Joe L. Herring
Secretary

Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

January 11, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO:

FROM:

Corky Ferret, Assistant Secretary, Office of Fisheries 

Susan Hawkins, APA Secretar

SUBJECT: Commission Rule for Final Ratification

Just a note to remind you that ratification of the Special 
Bait Dealer's Permit can be presented to the Commission at its 
February 4th, 1993 Meeting.

If additional information is needed, please let me know. 
Thank you.

sch

cc: John Roussel

An Equal Opportunity Employer
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Secretary
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Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

January 7, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation1
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Secretary

Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

January 7, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Seer

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices 
list of items to be placed 
cooperation!
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Joe L  Herring
Secretary

Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries 
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504)765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards 
Governor

January 7, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary- 
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Secretary.

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday. January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If vou do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
cooperation!
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Joe L. Herring
Secretary

Department o f W ildlife and Fisheries
Post Office Box 98000 

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 
(504) 765-2800

Edwin W. Edwards
Governor

January 7, 1993

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, and Assistant Secretary-Office of 
Fisheries

FROM: Joe L. Herring, Seer

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - February 4, 1993

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan 
Hawkins by Tuesday, January 19th any agenda items your office may 
have for the Thursday, February 4th Commission Meeting to be held 
in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries building, 
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10 a.m. on February 
4th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please return 
memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot add 
anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we 
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the 
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your 
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SHRIMP TASK FORCE MEETING 
DECEMBER 15, 1992 
LOUISIANA ROOM

DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE & FISHERIES

10:10 A.M. - Mr. Kiffe called the meeting to order.

Charles Lapeyer lead the membership in a prayer.

Jerald Horst called the roll, those present were:

Steven Charpentier 
Calvin Cheramie 
Ricky Cradeur 
Dickie Curole 
Wayne Estay 
Pete Gerica 
Darcy Kiffe 
Charles Lapeyre 
Donald Lirette 
Clarence Reuther III 
C. J. Kiffe

Absent were:

George Barisich - (He had called and said he would be late)
Tommy Bush 
Jimmy Frickey 
Tommy Guidry 
Ricky Matherne 
Jeff Scott 
Johnny Scott

We have a quorum

Mr. Kiffe asked if anyone had any changes in the minutes.
The Chairman accepted the minutes as submitted.

Motion - Adopt the Agenda as is.

The agenda was changed. - The discussion on the 100 count law 
on white shrimp with District Attorneys and Department of Wildlife 
& Fisheries Regional Enforcement Captains, was switched to the 
morning schedule due to a conflict of appointments by District 
Attorney Greenburg.

District Attorneys Doug Greenburg of Terrebonne Parish, Glen 
Alexander of Cameron Parish and Robert Wyatt of Calcasieu Parish 
gave their opinions on problems with the 100 count law .

Mr. Greenburg stated that the main objection he had to the 100 
count law was the term "possession count on saltwater white shrimp 
shall average no more than one hundred specimens to the pound". He



also questioned where the right to use a 3 pound sample came from, 
and he stressed the need for better record keeping by the dealers 
and the shrimpers.

Mr. Glen Alexander of Cameron Parish - His question of concern was 
the term "possession". What is considered possession and is it 
different in each parish? He recommended that we leave the word 
average in the law. He had a lot of difficulty with section B.2., 
what is considered an undersized shrimp.

Major Tommy Candies of the Enforcement Division, explanation of 
possession was - After a drag is made, and the shrimp are placed in 
the picking box, if the shrimper throws his trawl back out, he is 
in possession. If he determines he is pulling in small shrimp and 
moves to another place, he will not be ticketed. Major Candies 
stated that this is what they ask the Enforcement Agents to do, and 
that the Agents will give the shrimper the opportunity to grade the 
shrimp first.

Mr. Robert Wyatt of Calcasieu Parish - Stated he was there mostly 
to observe and listen.

The Enforcement Division was asked how many agents we have in this 
state, Colonel Winton Vidrine stated we have 215 at this time, each 
coastal parish has 3 agents assigned to it and the upland parishes 
have 2 agents assigned to each parish.

An extensive discussion took place on how to measure shrimp and it 
was determined that the Department needs to adopt uniformity in 
enforcement, and find a standardized method of sampling shrimp.

11:45 A. M. Adjourned for Lunch

1:15 P. M. Meeting Reconvened

George Barasich arrived

I. Motion - Donald Lirette

Request that the Department draft legislation creating a 
definition of 100 count specimens (white shrimp) to the pound, a 
definitive policy on how sampling will be done and the entities 
that the count applies to (vessel, harvester, first buyer, etc.) 
and then return the draft to the Shrimp Task Force, the coastal 
District Attorneys and the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries 
Enforcement Division for review.

Motion Seconded - Clarence Reuther III

Motion Passed Unanimously

II. Motion - Donald Lirette

Request that the Shrimp Task Force Chairman, write a letter to



Department of Wildlife & Fisheries, Secretary on enforcement 
problems concerning inconsistencies in enforcing fishing laws and 
request that the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries develop 
statewide enforcement policies for Fisheries.

Motion Seconded - Calvin Charamie

Motion Passed 10 to 1 in favor.

Martha Swan gave a report on legislative and regulatory changes to 
the Fishermen1s Gear Compensation Fund. She passed out a copy of 
the regulations and a copy of the laws.

III. Motion - Calvin Charamie

Support following changes to Fishermen's Gear Compensation
Fund:

1. Elimination of the two (2) claim limit.
2. Make the lease and right-of-way assessment $1,000 

annually each year.
3. Create a map showing reported hangs for public 

distribution.
4. Create penalty provisions for non-payment of

assessments to the Fund.

Motion - Seconded Darcy Kiffe 

Motion Passed Unanimously

Mrs. Swan will prepare the requested changes in legislation and 
submit them to the Task Force for review.

Charles Lapeyre gave his report on licensing:

Darcy Kiffe, Donald Lirette, Ricky Cradeur, Steven Charpentier and 
Charles Lapayre are members of a subcommittee formed to look into 
licensing. Even though no meeting took place, Mr. Lapayre talked 
with each member via phone and with Corky Ferret, Nancy Hunter, 
Major Tommy Candies and Jerald Horst.

Their recommendations follow:

Have the same licensing fee and structure that exist.
and with that you would have the option to buy a shrimp 
license which would be attached to the boat and it would have 
the owners name and I.D. or Registration Number on it.
The recommended fee for this license would be around $100.00. 
This license would only be sold for shrimping.

IV. Motion - Darcy Kiffe

Request that the Department of Wildlife & Fisheries develop a 
"Special Commercial Shrimping - Vessel License" which is attached 
to the vessel, rather than a person and has the owner's name and



official vessel number on it. This license is optional and can be 
purchased instead of the regular license and shall be revenue- 
neutral. Suggested price is $100 instead of $55.

Motion - Seconded - Steven Charpentier

Motion Passed Unanimously

Brandt Savoie gave a report on the public hearing held December 1, 
1992, in New Iberia concerning the Shrimpers & Crabbers conflicts.

Rickie Cradeur also gave a report on this public hearing.

Try and set the next meeting for Tuesday, January 26, 1993.

Motion - Adjourn Meeting - Chuck Lapayre »

Motion - Seconded - Dickie Curole

Motion Passed Unanimously

Letters were sent to District Attorneys Greenburg, Alexander and 
Stansbury (Mr. Robert Wyatt's employer) thanking them for their 
participation at our last meeting.

Respectfully Submitted:
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